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Mazel Tov to Dov and Bruria Brysh on the birth of a boy.  Mazel Tov to the Rov 
and Rebbetzen on the birth of a great grandson. The Sholom Zochor takes 
place at 48 Waterpark Road. 
Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on the birth of a great granddaughter to 
Mr and Mrs Pinny Rubin

Tikun Leil Shavuos
As in previous there will be a program commencing 1am first night Yom Tov 
with Shiurim in the main Shul, Chavrusa learning in the back Beis Hamedrash 

and the Mesivta program in the hall. Shacharis 2.43am.

Kabolas HaTorah @ Ohr Yerushalayim
‘Birchos HaTorah: The what, when how and why.’ 
Shabbos afternoon 8.15 - 9.15 Seder. Shiur after Mincha from The Rov 
Both days of Yom Tov afternoon - 8.15-8.50 seder. 8.50 - 9.15 shiur from R’ 
Shaya. 
Please speak to Binyomin Dunner if you would like help in finding a chavrusa

Oneg Yom Tov
There will be an Oneg Yom Tov in the hall following Mincha on second day 
Yom Tov, to which all men and boys are invited.

Shavuos Newsletter
Thank you to all those who contributed Divrei Torah to the Shavuos 

newsletter.

Siyum Mishnayos
Once again we will have a Siyum Mishanyos the Shabbos after Shavuos. This 
year we will be learning Sedorim Mo’ed and Noshim. There are still a couple 
Mishnayos available, please put your name on the list on the notice wall in 
the foyer

News This Week

Bamidbar               J Grosskopf

The Torah says, in Posuk 49, Perek 1, in Parshas Bamidbor, that Hashem 
told Moshe not to count the tribe of Levi amongst the counting of the 
rest of the tribes of Bnei Yisroel. But the tribe of Levi were counted later 
on, so why weren’t they counted at the same time as the rest of Bnei 
Yisroel?
Chizkuni notes that whilst the rest of Bnei Yisroel’s males over 20 (until 
60), were counted for army service, Levi’s counting was from 30 to 50 
for service in Hashem’s army, carrying the items to do with the Mishkon.
Emes L’ Yaakov contends that Hashem “saw” that all those who were 
counted now between 20 to 60 (for army service), died in the desert 
as a result of the sin of the spies. The tribe of Levi were not found 
wanting in their faith in Hashem since their tribal leader had not 
participated in the subterfuge. Had the tribe of Levi been counted 
amongst the rest of Bnei Yisroel then the Angel of Death would have 
found it impossible to “kill” anyone for fear he was a Levite!
Rashi says that the tribe of Levi had been sanctified as a result of 
“standing up for Hashem” at the sin of the Golden Calf and they had 
taken over, spiritually, from the firstborns of Bnei Yisroel. Because the 
whole tribe had been sanctified it had to be counted separately from 
the rest of Bnei Yisroel.
I should like to offer a novel explanation as to why the tribe of Levi was 
not counted within the rest of Bnei Yisroel. In Parshas Vayechi, Posuk 5, 
Perek 48, Yaakov states that Ephraim and Manasseh will be treated as 
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Reuven and Shimon. In Parshas Bamidbor, both of the tribes of Reuven 
and Shimon were counted; so too were those of Ephraim and 
Manasseh. Had the tribe of Levi also have been counted, there would 
have been 13 tribes of Bnei Yisroel counted and there were only 12 
tribes eligible for counting! In Posuk 7, Perek 49 of Parshas Vayechi, 
Yaakov says prophetically, that “they (Shimon & Levi) will be scattered 
in Yaakov and spread out in Israel..” Rashi comments on this Posuk that 
this refers to the tribe of Levi that was not counted amongst Bnei 
Yisroel’s other tribes, nor did they receive a tribal “portion” in the 
Promised Land.
Why the tribe of Shimon received an “inheritance” in Eretz Yisroel and 
were counted amongst the rest of Bnei Yisroel is a question for further 
investigation!

Coercion or Commitment?             R Lebrett

(Based on a shiur by S Smiles)
In the UK, the rates of marriage have been on a steady decline, with 
the number of people getting married almost halving in the past 
century. Behind this decline may be the increasingly popular sentiment 
that there is no need to write a relationship into the law when the 



www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk

couple are already deeply committed and in love. What use does a 
piece of paper do?
At Matan Torah, Chazal tell us that Hashem lifted up Har Sinai and held 
it over the heads of the Jewish people, threatening to bury them 
beneath it if they refused to accept the Torah. This is a confusing turn 
of events because not long before this, the Jewish people had 
declared Na’aseh v’nishma, the ultimate proclamation of love and 
commitment to the Torah. Why was it then necessary for Hashem to 
force them with the threat of imminent death?
The Dorash Dovid explains that even though Bnei Yisroel had already 
expressed their willingness to be committed to the Torah and its 
mitzvos, a commitment born from a person’s free will actually lacks a 
certain dimension of completeness. Someone who makes such a 
commitment is likely to question his previous decisions when he 
encounters difficulties further along the way. This danger does not exist 
when a person has been compelled to assume an obligation. When 
there are external forces imposing a commitment on an individual, it is 
not necessary for him to battle his yetzer hara in order to stick with his 
previously made commitments. He will be able to remain faithful, no 
matter how many hardships and obstacles he is faced with.
The added element of Hashem holding the mountain over our heads 
helped to sustain Klal Yisroel’s true inner desire to accept the Torah.
There are numerous parallels between Matan Torah and a wedding 
day, with this understanding of the interaction between commitment 
and coercion being true for marriage as well. We take two people who 
cherish each other and desire to spend the rest of their lives together 
and then tie them down with a strict set of obligations. The coercion 
enables the couple to remain faithful and sustain their relationship and 
emotional bond even when times get tough.

Kabolas HaTorah             A Coleman 

Each of our treasured Chagim are not simply another landmark in the 
year, which we reach every twelve months, but rather, we are expected 
to experience them from an elevated and advanced position, 
compared to the previous time we were there. If our comprehension 
of the Yomim Toivim, [and of all aspects of Yidishkite], remain identical 
to that of when we were in pre-school, we will find it increasingly 
difficult to appreciate them, to look forward to them, to be inspired by 
them & to use them as spring-boards for further spiritual growth. We 
may dutifully shop & clean for Pesach, spend hours looking for the 
perfect Esrog, bring an extra loud fog-horn for Haman, work real hard 
at the grill on Lag B’Omer, but ultimately, without sweating to understand 
the reasons behind the Halachos & Minhagim, without searching for 
the deeper understanding, we will find ourselves buried in all the 
distractions, the flashing lights, the balloons, the steaks, but miles from 
the essence of what it’s really all about. There was a cleaner in Shul 
who used to refer to Simchas Torah as the “Toffee Festival”. Are we any 
different?  Does Purim mean more to us other than glitzy Mishloach 
Mannos? Does Chanuka mean anything to us other than doughnuts? Do 
we understand anything about Lag B’Omer other than Jumping Castles 
and candy floss?  Without due diligence, investing time and effort, and 
making it our mission to fully learn and understand about the essence 
of our Yomim Tovim, our understanding will be like that of a cleaner at 
worst, and that of a three year old at best. Shavuos is the only Yom Tov 
in the Torah that has no date. How absurd! The Yom Tov that is the 
source of all Yomim Tovim, the very reason for our existence, the 
essence of our survival, yet no fixed date? What could the message 
be? Perhaps, in line with the above, the most critical Yom Tov, the 
giving of the Torah, is set as an example to us for them all, that ultimately, 
each Yom Tov is a celebration, and a manifestation, of the effort we put 
into it.  What goes in, is what we take out. We are to use the seven 
weeks of the Omer to build ourselves into receptacles for the Torah, 
and at the climax of this time period, we will then be granted our own 
individual Matan Torah, breaking new barriers and reaching new 
heights and accomplishments in our Torah learning. Our Yomim Tovim 
are our most sacred gifts, bestowed to us by Hashem. These are 
highlights in the year, set right in the middle of it all, where we pause, 
enter a new realm, a haven, a time to contemplate, to re-configure our 
minds, to re-centre our compass, re-building our connection with 

Hashem through enhanced and glorified Teffilos, singing Hallel, 
learning Torah, meals replete with Divrei Torah and Zemiros & basking 
in the light of the Torah that we are privileged to live by. We are here 
now at the start of a beautiful Yom Tov. If perhaps the run-up period 
wasn’t the success we were anticipating, let that not stand in the way 
of achieving what we can during the next forty eight hours. I was 
fortunate to spend a short three months learning next to R’ Osher Zelig 
Rubinstien Zatzal, before he was tragically taken from us after slipping 
on ice on his way to Yeshiva. R’ Osher was someone who lived and 
breathed Yiddishkite. His entire presence glowed with his love for 
Torah, Mitzvos and for Klal Yisroel. A father once called him a couple 
of weeks before Shavuos wishing to discuss the possibility of his son 
joining the Yeshiva after the summer. The R’ Osher replied, “I am happy 
to help, but please call me after Shavuos so we can discuss this 
properly. At the moment, there is only one thing on my mind, and that’s 
Kabolas Hatorah”. Not many of us can say this, but we can certainly 
learn what it means to prepare ourselves, perhaps with a little extra 
focus during Ahavo Rabo, and by tuning in to these special days, we 

will fully maximise their greatest potential. Chag Kosher v’ Sameach.

Aseres Hadibros              D Weinberg 

On the first day of שבועות, the תורה reading contains what is arguably the 
most pivotal moment in the history of עם ישראל, the deliverance of the 
 is (statements) דברות It is interesting to note that the word .עשרת הדברות
used rather than מצוות (commandments). This seems to be indicative of 
the foundational nature of the הדברות  establishing them as the ,עשרת 
rudimentary elements of תורה observance.
(shemot 20:1)   ר ַוְיַדֵּבר אל-ים ֵאת ָּכל־ַהְּדָבִרים ָהֵאֶּלה ֵלאמֹֽ
Rashi comments on the phrase All these statements, deducing the 
implication that all ten of the דברות were stated in one utterance, a 
concept that is not conceivable to the human mind. Rabbi Elie Munk 
delves into this concept deeper, noting the fact that the דברות referring 
to social matters (such as לא תרצח and לא תגנב), were said at the same 
time as those with more focus on one’s relationship with Hashem (such 
as אנכי ה’ אלקיך and זכור את יום השבת). This shows that both types of מצוה 
are essential components of a single entity that is overall Jewish 
observance.
A common philosophical question that is asked, particularly by 
younger people is ‘what is more important, doing מצוות or being a 
good person?’. This question, whilst justified, is missing an important 
point. Being a ‘good person’ is not just a general guideline when it 
comes to תורה observance, but is intricately codified within the 
halachic system in the form of מצוות בין אדם לחברו.
This שבועות is a good time to think about whether we are giving enough 
attention to these מצוות. It says in פרקי אבות,
והוי זהיר במצוה קלה כבחומרה
Be careful with a light commandment as with a grave one.
Do we dedicate time to studying the הלכות of שמירת הלשון, as we do for 
כשרות  Do we care when we find ourselves judging someone ?הלכות 
unfavourably as much as we do when accidentally transgressing the 
laws of שבת? At a time when we are celebrating the fact that Hashem 
gave us the תורה along with all its מצוות, let’s make sure that we approach 
them with the correct priorities.

There’s No Money Off, But It’s Still A Bargain  D Epstein 

Nietzsche is quoted as having said: “It is my ambition to say in ten 
sentences what others say in a whole book”. He then went on to write 
a lot of wordy books, so nice thought but no cigar. In my case, brevity 
is forced upon me due to the physical limitations of this publication 
(although nice work last week, Dan!).
Here is the other side of things that I would have highlighted given 
more space when I previously discussed the need for physical rather 
than spiritual rewards and enumerated most of the reasons listed by 
Don Yitzchak Abravanel.
There is another one which he does not mention, but is quite worthy 
and is all about Shavuos. What is Shavuos all about? OK, get it off your 
chest, say cheesecake and then we can move on. Feel better now?
So, we could say it’s all about Matan Torah, the Sinaitic Revelation and 
that’s exactly what we say the whole time, and kids sing all about it in 
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the song that was relatively recently revised to make it less socially 
inclusive. Read the Torah, though, and you get a completely different 
impression. Does Matan Torah get a mention? Nope. That’s not to say 
that Shavuos was not the date for Matan Torah, but that’s just not one 
of the reasons listed in the Torah. So what is Shavuos really all about?
Simple. It’s a harvest festival. Very religious things, harvest festivals. The 
Jewish angle, however, is something quite different. We’re not 
propitiating any gods, nor are we merely thanking Hashem. That’s far 
too elementary, and as Jews, “simple” is not something that rests 
comfortably within our religious lexicon.
In Ki Savo we read about the bikkurim, which commences with Shavuos 
and right after those few verses we read about the Biur Maasros in the 
beginning of the fourth year. The farmer turns up to the Beis Hamikdosh 
and reads a set text, which includes this phrase: “ַהְׁשִקיָפה ִמְּמעֹון ָקְדְׁשָך ִמן־
 Look down from Your - ַהָּׁשַמִים ּוָבֵרְך ֶאת־ַעְּמָך ֶאת־ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְוֵאת ָהֲאָדָמה ֲאֶׁשר ָנַתָּתה ָלנּו
holy abode, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the soil You 
have given us”.
Fairly innocuous until you read this comment from Rashi in which he 
quotes the Sifrei: “ָעִׂשינּו ַמה ֶּׁשָּגַזְרָּת ָעֵלינּו, ֲעֵׂשה ַאָּתה ַמה ֶּׁשָעֶליָך ַלֲעׂשֹות – we have 
done what you have commanded us, now do what You are supposed 
to do.”
That is in no uncertain terms an outrageous chutzpah. Who are you to 
tell Hashem what to do? Be grateful for what you have, bow your head 
and move on.
Here is where Judaism departs from every religion on the planet and in 
fact it’s probably what makes us a not-really-a-religion kind of religion.
Our relationship with Hashem is not one of equals, of course, but it’s 
more of a deal. It’s a two-way thing. We are not into propitiating 
Hashem, rather we represent one side of a bargain. We keep the Torah, 
and then we expect – nay, demand – that Hashem upholds his. And 
we know that, because He wrote that in His Torah.
This is but the tip of the iceberg of this concept. In Bovo Metzioh (59b) 
we read: עמד רבי יהושע על רגליו ואמר )דברים ל, יב( לא בשמים היא מאי לא בשמים 
קול בבת  משגיחין  אנו  אין  סיני  מהר  תורה  נתנה  שכבר  ירמיה  רבי  אמר   Rabi - היא 
Yehoshua stood on his feet and said ‘it is not in heaven’ - what does 
this mean? Rabi Yirmiyoh said since the Torah was given at Sinai, we do 
not concern ourselves with a Bas Kol.”
How can one ignore a heavenly voice? What are these guys smoking? 
The answer is inherently complex, but can be summarised thusly. There 
are Rules. We have to follow the Rules. So does Hashem. Once the 
Torah was handed over to us, we are In Charge. Weird perhaps, but it 
was Hashem Himself that set this into stone. Or parchment.
And what does this have to do with Shavuos? Well, it’s not simply a 
harvest festival; it is the cement that holds together our relationship 
with Hashem. When the farmer turns up to the Beis Hamikdosh with his 
Bikkurim, or the butcher, baker and candlestick maker without, they all 
come to reaffirm that they are holding up their end of the bargain by 
bringing korbonos in the Beis Hamikdosh, where the Shtay Halechem 
– the two barley loaves – were offered from the freshly harvested 
barley.
They are effectively saying: “You did yours, and we’re doing ours.”  
Doesn’t sound very religious, does it? But that’s OK, we’re not big into 
faith, but we do enjoy a good bargain.

Milky Food on Shavuos       S Corn

In the Mishnah Brurah’s explanation for the custom of eating dairy foods 
on Shavuos (O.C. 494:12), he mentions that the Israelites’ pots had 
been used for non-kosher food within the past 24 hours prior to Matan 
Torah, and were therefore ben yoman and couldn’t be used for 
cooking after they received the Torah (including the laws of kashrus):But 
weren’t they eating manna at that point? What non-kosher food were 
they cooking?
In the Torah portion Beshalach (Shemos 16,8) it says that the Jews were 
to receive meat at night:ַּבֹּבֶקר ְוֶלֶחם  ֶלֱאֹכל  ָּבָׂשר  ָּבֶעֶרב  ָלֶכם  ה’  ְּבֵתת  מֶֹׁשה   ַויֹאֶמר 
 And Moshe said when Hashem gives you in the evening meat to - ִלְׂשֹּבַע
eat and bread (i.e manna) in the morning.It then says that they received 
the meat in the form of quail shemos 16,13-14:ַוְיִהי ָבֶעֶרב ַוַּתַעל ַהְשָלו ַוְּתַכס ֶאת 
ְפֵני ַהִּמְדָּבר ַּדק ְוִהֵנה ַעל  ַוַּתַעל ִׁשְכַבת ַהָטל   ַהַּמֲחֶנה ּוַבֹּבֶקר ָהְיָתה ִׁשְכַבת ַהַטל ָסִביב ַלַּמֲחֶנה 

 and it was that evening the quail (type of bird)-..ְמֻחְסָפס ַּדק ַּכְּכֹפר ַעל ָהָאֶרץ
came up and it covered the encampment and in the morning there 
was a layer of dew and it evaporated and behold there was manna.
Quail meat that required shechita. שחיטת נכרי נבילה slaughter of a gentile 
is a neveila (treif) (Chulin 13a).
 In the laws of converts in Yevamos 46a - b אמר ר’ חייא בר אבא אמר ר’ יוחנן 
 a person isn’t a convert - לעולם אין גר עד שימול ויטבול וכיון דלא טביל נכרי הוא
until he is circumcised and ritually immerses. (we are commanded to 
circumcise in Bereishis 17,12 ובן שמנת ימים ימול לכם כל זכר לדרתיכם- eight 
days old shall you circumcise for future generations) באבות נמי טבילה הוה 
 How do we know ritual immersion happened with our fathers - מנא ליה
 - מהכא )שמות כד, ח( ויקח משה את הדם ויזרוק על העם וגמירי דאין הזאה בלא טבילה
From here (at Mount Sinai just before accepting the Torah) “and Moshe 
took the blood and threw it on the the Mizbeach” and we have a 
tradition that there is no sprinkling without ritual immersion.
From here we see that before the giving of the Torah the Jewish nation 
were not Halachicly Jewish until they immersed, and their slaughtered 
animals (quail) were treif which they cooked in their pots so thats why 
they waited 24 hours and ate milk in the interum on the day of Mattan 
Torah.
N Hassan                 יובל = עבד עברי and שבועות = שמיטה

A couple of weeks ago we read the Sedra of בהר, where ה׳ tells us the 
details of שמיטה and יובל. The connection between שמיטה and שבועות is 
pretty obvious when you think about it – the counting of seven lots of 
seven. But we know that שבועות was the apex of spirituality that the בני 
 הר at ה׳ from תורה achieved in order to be enabled to receive the ישראל
 By contrast, the counting .עומר which we re-enact by counting the ,סיני
of שמיטה years doesn’t really seem to have the same result.
The בן ישכר has an allegorical explanation of the first few פסוקים of בהר 
that ties it in.
 וידבר ה׳ אל משה בהר סיני לאמר....2 דבר אל בני ישראל ואמרת אלהם כי תבאו אל 1
 הארץ אשר אני נתן לכם ושבתה הארץ שבת לה׳. ... 3 שש שנים תזרע שדך ושש שנים תזמר
 כרמך ואספת את תבואתה....4 ובשנה השביעת שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה׳ שדך לא
.תזרע וכרמך לא תזמר
251). And Hashem Spoke to Moshe at Har Sinai saying. 2). Speak to 
Bene Yisrael and say to them. When you come into the land that I am 
giving you, and the land will rest; a Shabbos for Hashem. 3). For six 
years, sow your fields, and for six years, prune your vineyards and 
collect in its produce. 4). And in the seventh year, it is a complete rest 
for the land, a Shabbos for Hashem. Your fields you shall not sow and 
your vineyard you shall not prune.  
He explains that where the פסוק says “six” it means “sixty” and “seven” 
is “seventy”, and these פסוקים are actually hinting at our lives. He also 
says that “שדך” – your field – is 324, the same Gematria as “יצר דך”, which 
means to diminish the  יצר )הרע)–“ כרמך”  your vineyard – is 280, which 
is the same Gematria as “עיני עיני” – the two eyes. The Gematria of “שבת” 
is 740, the same as” שב הנשמה” – the soul returns. “שבתון” – a rest of rests 
– is 758 which is the same Gematria as “גשמיות” – physicality (plus 1) – 
759.
We know from the perek )תהילים צ׳) we read in פסוקי דזמרה every Shabbos 
and Yom Tov that “שנה שבעים  בהם  שנותינו   a person’s life on this – ”ימי 
world is 70 years. Therefore 70 is used to describe the extent of our life 
in this world.
When we re-read the 3rd and 4th פסוקים with our newfound 
understandings, we see a very different story.
For sixty years (i.e. during your lifetime in this world), work on your יצר 
 to stop you from doing what you have been commanded not to) הרע
do), and for sixty years, cut off your eyes (from seeing what they should 
not see) and collect in your Mitzvos. 4). And in the seventieth year it 
will be a Shabbos, (i.e. once a person dies – the eternal rest); the 
 will נשמה will be for the ground (I.e. buried); the (the body) גשמיות
return to ה׳. Your fields you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall 
not prune – (i.e. you will no longer have the opportunity to perform 
  .(and collect merits מצות
What an amazing insight! However, coupled with this, whilst the 
connection between שמיטה  and שבועות is now clear, we can explore 
further to close the circle of understanding that connects them in a very 
binding manner. חז״ל explain that the reason why שמיטה and עבד עברי (a 
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Jewish slave) are connected in the Sedra of משפטים (a slave goes free 
after 7 years and cannot stay a slave beyond a יובל) is because if a 
person does not  keep ה׳ ,  exacts retribution by ensuring that שמיטה 
rather than gain from this activity, they will lose all their ill-gotten gains. 
Eventually they will have to sell all their belongings, including their own 
daughters, to fund their spiralling debts and will either stoop to 
stealing, which leads to being sold as a slave, or they need to sell 
themselves as slaves. שמיטה releases them from the bondage of slavery.
 when explaining why a slave who wants to stay with his משפטים in רש״י
master beyond the seven years gets a nail (מרצע) through his ear, says 
that the ear that heard “לא תיגנוב” – do not steal – at הר סיני, and still stole, 
he gets a nail in his ear. And if he sold himself, the ear that heard at הר 
ישראל עבדים בני  לי  “כי  ישראל because – “ סיני   ,are all to me as slaves בני 
since he has acquired for himself a new master, he also gets a nail in his 
ear.
On the word “מרצע”, the בעל הטורים states that the Gematria of מרצע is 
400, to represent the years of slavery in Egypt – therefore a very apt 
punishment and a constant reminder of past sins.
Coming back to שמיטה, רש״י in בהר explains that just as שמיטה was given 
at הר סיני in its full detail, so too all the מצות were given in full detail. 
Therefore, we see that keeping the תורה and מצות as described, allows 
us to lead a full life, collecting in our rewards for the World To Come 
whilst we still have a chance. Just like a slave is freed after seven years, 
so too is the נשמה “freed” after its time in this world.

A Barrel… Over Their Heads             J Grosskopf 
The Gemorah in Shabbos 88A, quotes a Midrash on Posuk 17, Perek 19, 
in Parshas Yisro that says: “ … Israel stood at the bottom of the mountain” 
to mean, that Hashem overturned Mt Sinai, like a barrel over the heads 
of Bnei Yisroel and said, if you accept the Torah, then OK, but  if not, 
there you will be buried. Surely this cannot be so, because in Parshas 
Mishoptim, Posuk 7, Perek 24, the Torah says that on hearing Moshe 
read to them the book of the covenant (of all the commandments), the 
people answered :”.. all that Hashem tells us we will do and listen?”
Ba’alei Tosefos opines that Bnei Yisroel asked Hashem, how many Torot 
do you have? On being told that there was a written one and an oral 
one, they said that they would keep the former but not the latter one. 
As a result of this, Hashem placed a sword in the Torah and said if you 
keep both then OK, but if not I shall kill you with this sword!
Torah Temimah says that Hashem wanted to put us in an impossible 
situation: we had to accept the Torah or else: in order to “diminish” any 
future punishment for us sinning and not keeping the Torah: it was a 
force majeure!
Kli Yakar adds, that in the times of the prophet Yechezkael, when as a 
result of the destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh and exile in Babylon, 
Bnei Yisroel said that Hashem had abandoned them. Yechezkael told 
them that Hashem would never leave them and would always be there 
to help them. However, this “excuse” lost its validity in the times of 
Achashverosh, when, as a result of the miraculous “natural” events of 
Purim the Jewish people re- accepted the Torah willingly (Posuk 27, 
Perek 9 in Megillas Esther).
As an observation, the generation of adult men (over 20), who had 
accepted the Torah at Mt Sinai, died and were buried “there,” in the 
desert, as a result of not keeping the Torah: the women who kept the 
Torah lived to go into the Promised Land.

Questions on Shavuos                 DL & SM

KIDS
1)When is אקדמות read?
A( אקדמות is read on first day shavuos, usually before leining. 
2)What syllable does each line of אקדמות begin with and why?
A) תא, the letter ת is the final letter in the alphabet and א is the first, this 
reminds us that once one finishes the Torah one needs to go back.
3)  why is there a minhag to eat milk on שבועות?
A) 1) Moshe was drawn from the river on the 6th of sivan and he was 
only willing to be nursed by a Hebrew woman therefore we recall this 
by eating milk. (ספר מטעמים)
2) until the giving of the תורה the Jews were permitted to eat non 
kosher animals and animals which weren’t shechted. After the giving of 

the תורה all their utensils and dishes were forbidden therefore the had 
to eat milk. )גאולת ישראל) 
3) The גמטריה of the word חלב is 40 which corresponds to the 40 days 
spent by Moshe on הר סיני.
4) In the first day shevuos leining פרק יט it refers to all the Jews in singular 
why?
A) When all the Jews believe the same thing they are considered like 
one man (רשי)
5)  What date of Sivan was the Torah meant to be given on?
A)  The 6th
6)  Name 4 names of Shavuos
A) Yom Hakatzir
B) Chag Hashavuos
C) Chag Habikkurim
D) Atzeres
7) What do people have the custom of doing to shuls to honour 
shavuos?
A) People decorate shuls with trees and greenery.
8) How many Mesechtos are there in shas, (mishnayis included)
A) 63
8) How many seforim are there in tenach?
A) 24
ADULTS
1) Who wrote אקדמות?
A) R’ Meir Ben R’ Yitzchak
2) Where was there a minhag NOT to say אקדמות
A) The town of worms as the author lived there,  leading up to his 
death he had debates with priests and died shortly after, out of grief 
the community didn’t accept the minhag to say it.
3) how is the number 3 related to שבועות?
A) Hashem gave the Torah which is split into 3, to a nation divided into 
3 cohanim, leviim and yisraelim, through a child Moshe, and was given 
in the 3rd month.
4) From where do we know that someone should always report back 
to their boss who asked them to do something even the boss knows 
the information already?
A) In פסוק ט פרק יט of שמות Moshe reported the words of the people 
back to hashem. Hashem knew their response already. We see from 
here that even those who have been asked to do something should do 
so, rather than relying on his superior finding out from other sources. 
(Ramban) 
5) If one forgot to prepare leaves and greenery to decorate shuls on 
erev shavuos, (or erev shabbos this year) can they decorate the shul on 
Yom Tov?
A) No - If no leaves were predesignated before Yom Tov for this 
purpose. However if they were designated for this purpose before 
Yom Tov, it could be permitted.
6) How many lines are there in אקדמות?
A) 90
7) What is the reason behind the order of the lines in אקדמות?
A) The first 44 lines follow the double alphabet, the first letters of the 
remaining lines make up the name of the author, then there is  four 
word blessing on behalf of the author, and then the words: Chazak, 
Vaemetz and Omayn. 
8) In the second days leining דברים פרק יד פסוק כד how many reasons  are 
given why one would not bring Maaser sheni to ירושלים and what are 
they?
A) 3, The road will be too long, it will be a long time before the owner 
plans to go to Jerusalem, It is too heavy for him to carry, the distance to 
Jerusalem is too far and it so impractical to transport the load there. 
(Sifre)
9) If one decides to use maaser money to buy a Korban what korban 
must it be?
A) They must be שלמי שמחה this is because the maaser products must 
be eaten, korbon Olos are not bought as they are completely burned 
on the mizbeach.
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