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Kiddush This Shabbos
There is a kiddush after Davening this week jointly sponsored by Daniel 
Dresner and David Lewin.

Shavuos Newsletter
We are pleased to announce that we are working on a bumper 
newsletter for Shavuos with Divrei Torah submitted by members.  
To book your spot please contact Boruch Michaels: boruchmichaels@

gmail.com, text/whatsapp 07419747766

Siyum Mishnayos
Once again we will have a Siyum Mishanyos the Shabbos after 
Shavuos. This year we will be learning Sedorim Mo’ed and Noshim. 
Members and their sons are encouraged to learn Mishnayos 
individually or B’Chavrusa, please put your name on the list on the 
notice wall in the foyer.

News This Week

Shemittah they will receive Galut and exile in return. By not participating 
in Shemittah, one is denying Ma’aseh Bereishit and Olam Habah. Instead, 
the Shemittah year should be used as the Seforno suggests, for getting 
closer to Hashem and spending time being thankful for everything that 
He does in our lives. 

Blind Faith               Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
The commandment of Shemitah is a test of our faith and an examination 
in our true belief in the Almighty’s ability to sustain us. The Torah 
commands us that every seven years we must let the land of Israel lie 
fallow, with no harvesting or planting of crops. But Hashem promises us 
that if “you shall perform My decrees, and observe My ordinances and 
perform them, then you shall dwell securely on the land. The land will 
give its fruit and you will eat your fill; you will dwell securely upon it” 
(Leviticus 25:18-19). Rashi explains the blessing “even if you eat only a 

Rest For Whose Sake?                        Daniel Davis
Throughout life there are a series of crossroads and intersections when 
you have a multiple decisions to make and options to choose from. More 
often than not these intersections will present a choice between 
something that will benefit you and an alternative that will help someone 
else but will give you little benefit. How you conduct yourself in the face 
of these decisions speaks volumes of your character and demonstrates 
what are the most important values in your life. It is very easy to transfer 
this part of life into our relationship with Hashem. It can be simpler to 
believe that you will get no reward from serving Hashem and that by 
giving up opportunities for personal benefit, you will lose out in the long 
term. However, this attitude is mistaken. Its within this context that Parashat 
Behar opens by detailing the laws of Shemittah. 
Shemitta is introduced as a “Shabbat la’Hashem”. Rashi links this language 
to Shabbat that we observe every week. Back in Parashat Yitro in the 
Aseret Hadibrot Shabbat was also described as Shabbat la’Hashem. 
Ramban disagrees with this interpretation and points out that all other 
Shabbatot and Moadim are all designated for Hashem as well. Yet, none 
of them mention the language of Shabbat la’Hashem. In fact, many of 
them seem to indicate the exact opposite, frequently the language used 
is “Shabbaton Lachem”. This is a clear contrast as it suggests that the rest 
is for us to stop working as opposed to for the sake of Hashem. Once 
again, this interpretation is wrong, Shabbat, Shemittah and the Moadim 
are all days of rest in order to serve Hashem and are not there for our 
personal benefits and requirements for days off. Therefore, this begs the 
question why Shabbat and Shemittah are referred to in different language 
to the rest of the Moadim. 
The Ramban writes that each of the days of creation correspond to years 
and that Shabbat will be Menucha L’chayei Olamim. At this time, Hashem 
will be recognised as the only god in the world and everyone will know 
his power and glory. In a similar light, Shemittah is a microcosm of this 
global status. Everyone will see Jews in Eretz Yisrael completely desist 
from any work every seven years and despite this everyone will live in 
complete prosperity and will not only survive but flourish. Such miracles 
only exist in the imagination of non-Jews, yet they will see these events 
right before their eyes and this will induce a belief in Hashem. It is for this 
reason that the Torah is more stringent on the mitzvah of Shemittah than 
all the other Mitzvot. Ramban points out that if Bnei Yisrael do not keep 
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The Week Ahead

Repentance 
The standard order of teshuvah (repentance) for sins between man and 
God is: confession, regret and resolution never to repeat the act in the 
future. One who willfully listened as someone related loshon hora is 
required to engage in this process.
If one actually believed the loshon hora, then the above steps must be 
preceded by a successful effort at convincing oneself that the information 
was not accurate. This applies even when the halachah permits listening to 
the information for a constructive purpose but does not permit believing 
it as fact.
Generally, sins between man and his fellow require that one ask forgiveness. 
However, this does not apply when one has accepted loshon hora. So 
long as the listener has not acted on the basis of the report in any way that 
was harmful to the subject, there is no need to approach the person for 
forgiveness. In fact, the person should not be informed that loshon hora 
was spoken about him, as it would serve no purpose other than to hurt his 
feelings, and may involve rechilus (speech which causes hatred).

We thank the Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation powerofspeech.org for the use of this material



If you have the desire to spread Divrei Torah on the Parsha or on any other interesting topics, please contact Boruch Michaels 
via the following details: Mobile (Call, Text, WhatsApp) : 07419747766, Email: boruchmichaels@gmail.com

little, it will be blessed in your stomach,” The little you eat will grow into 
a bounty of satiation. But after assuring us that our little will feel plentiful 
the Torah talks to the naysayers. The Torah talks about that group of 
people. “If you will say – What will we eat in the seventh year? — behold! 
We will not sow and not gather in our crops!” Hashem assures them as 
well. “I will ordain My blessing for you in the sixth year and it will yield a 
crop sufficient for the three-year period.” (Ibid v.20-21)
The Kli Yakar and a host of other commentaries ask. Why should a Jew ask 
that troubling question? Didn’t Hashem command his abundant blessing 
in the sixth year? Didn’t the little bit of food leave them satisfied? Why do 
they have concern about the ensuing years?

My dear friend Rabbi Benyamin Brenig of Golders Green, London recently 
related this wonderful story to me: Reuvain and Shimon were two men, 
who lived on opposite ends of town. They each inherited a fortune of 
gold. Each of them decided to bury their fortunes in their backyards. 
They wanted to make sure that they would have something to sustain 
them in their old age. On their respective properties, they each picked a 
landmark, paced twenty steps due north and dug a large hole.
Reuvain, the more nervous of the two, was careful to make sure that no 
one was watching. Every other second he glanced furtively over his 
shoulder to make sure that no one saw him bury the treasure. No one did.
Shimon, by nature, was trusting and carefree and he was not so careful. 
He was not worried that anyone would steal his fortune. But he was 
wrong. He was spotted by a nosy neighbor, who was also a thief.
In the middle of the night, the thief dug up the fortune. Out of mercy, he 
left few coins at the bottom of the pit, and removed the coins. He refilled 
the hole and packed the ground perfectly as if nothing was disturbed. 
Then he took off with the fortune.
Reuvain’s fortune, however, remained intact. But he was, by nature, a 
worrier. And so, the next day he decided to dig up the hole to make sure 
that the gold was still there. Accidentally, he counted only fifteen paces 
from his landmark and dug. There was nothing there. Reuvain was frantic. 
Someone must have seen him dig the pit, he figured. For the rest of his 
life, he worried. On his property, he had a pit filled with gold coins, but 
all Reuvain did was worry!
Shimon on the other hand had nothing but the remnants of a few coins. 
Everything else was stolen. But he never checked the fortune, and was 
merrily content, assured that when the time would come he could dig 
up the pit and retrieve his fortune. Reuvain, the millionaire, died 
heartbroken and frantic. Shimon, the man with but a few coins left for his 
old-age lived his life content as if he was the wealthiest man in the world.
The Torah tells us about the different types of blessings. For the faithful, 
Hashem says, “I will command my blessing in the sixth year,” in which 
Rashi assures us that even a bit will feel like a bounty. But we must 
acknowledge that despite Heavenly assurances, there are those who 

always worry. They need to see the money! They ask, “What will we eat in 
the seventh year? Behold! We will not sow and not gather in our crops!” 
Hashem must assure them that he will increase their bounty in a way that 
is visible to them.
Some of us can believe without seeing immediate results. We can sleep 
well, with full satisfaction on empty stomachs. The greatest expression of 
faith is when we do not see the blessing, but we feel it in our hearts and 
even in our stomachs. That blessing transcends tangibility, and the fear of 
deficiency. I think that is a noble goal.
For the rest of us, those who keep looking over their shoulder and check 
their fortunes every day, they need a different type of blessing. Sometimes 
we dig for tangible salvation, even though the treasure is sitting 
undisturbed in our own backyard.

Q&A
Kids
1. How many years are there in the שמיטה cycle?
2. What is the difference between a חק and a משפט?
3. What does hashem promise to someone who keeps שמיטה?
4. When the תורה discusses a walled city when does it need to be built 
from?
5. Can one stand by whilst watching another he’s being beaten?
Adults
1. Whose responsibility was it to count the שמיטה and יובל cycles?
2. How does the mitzvah of ומקדשי תיראו apply nowadays when there 
is no בית המקדש.
3. The order of פסוקים ידיעה  seem random. What is the reason why 
they are in this order?
4. What is the difference between a גר ותושב  and a גר צדק?
5. How many לא תעשה’s does one transgress if one charges interest?

Kids
1.7   2. A חק is a mitzvah whose reasoning can’t be understood a משפט is 
a mitzvah which can be explained.   3. A crop in the 6th year which will 3 
times the normal.   4. The times of 5   .יהושע. No
Adults
1. The Sanhedrin, (as the commandment of counting is in the singular, 
directed to משה who was the leader of the סנהדרין) 
2. The commandment applies to בתי מדרשות and בתי כנסיות.
3. If one breaks שמיטה he will lose money and have to sell his movable 
valuables פסוק יד, if he still doesn’t do תשובה he will have to  sell his 
ancestoral property, כה-כח then his house, until he becomes so poor he 
needs to borrow. If he still doesn’t do תשובה he will become so poor he 
will need to sell himself as a slave.
4. A גר צדק is someone who has accepted all the mitzvahs and has 
become a Jew, a גר ותושב is a non jew who has accepted all of the 7 
noachide laws.
5. 2 


