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Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on the birth of a great 
granddaughter in Ramat Bet Shemesh

Welcome 
We are delighted to welcome Rabbi Dovid & Rebbetzen Raquel Roberts 
who will be our guests over Shabbos. Rabbi Roberts is Education 
Director of The Federation and Rov of Kehillas Netzach Yisroel, Edgware, 
and will be giving the Drosho on Shabbos morning.

mikex` miig
Chaim Aruchim to Leivy and Dassy Goldman on the Petira of their 
daughter, Sara ע”ה. The family are sitting Shiva at 72 Albert Avenue until 
Tuesday morning. Shacharis 7.20, Mincha 1.15, Maariv 7.15. No visitors 
between 1.45-3.30, 5.30-7 and after 10pm. Simchas

z"z m"iaaey 
The final shiur in the series will be given by the Rov on Sholom Bayis and 
will take place on Thursday night from 9.15-9.45.

News This Week

the blocks. Also, don’t climb up to it on steps, so that you don’t 
expose your ervahs.” At which point you feel a bit nonplussed. On 
the one hand you can’t bring sacrifices without an alter but on the 
other hand, really?! No knives and no stairs?! That’s the important 
thing? So important it’s the first mitzvah post-revelation? And then 
Moshe continues. Surely now, now he must be about to say something 
earth-shattering. But it’s not. It’s mishpatim. Civil laws, tort, damages, 
oxen goring other people goats and whatnot. Ensuring that nobody 
ever feels desperate enough to be forced to steal just to provide for 

First Things First                  Dov Brysh

Let’s say you’ve just bought yourself a time machine. It’s got everything: 
it’s got random flashing lights and a little dial-thing where the years spin 
backwards, it’s bigger on the inside and it even has a flux capacitor 
that doesn’t need to hit 88mph to provide the required 1.21 gigawatts 
of power. It’s excellent. So you decide to take it for a spin. You hop 
inside and, after deliberating for a while, end up taking a chance and 
pressing the “I feel lucky” button. The flashy lights flash, the spinny dial 
spins and with a shwum shwum pop you find yourself spat out at the 
foot of a small mountain in the middle of the Sinai desert. Milling about 
all around you are approximately 3 million former slaves, fresh from 
having a sea split for them and bread from heaven fall at their doorsteps 
to say nothing of having been witness to a year’s worth of miracles 
done for the express purpose of redeeming them from their slavery. 
And now it’s all reaching a head. The pinnacle of their journey is about 
to be reached: G-d Himself is about to reveal his Plan For The World. 
And then comes the thunder and the lightening and it’s very, very 
frightening and the word of G-d reverberates throughout the world 
and the first words are “I am the L-rd”. And you nod to yourself 
knowingly and think “Yup, of course that’s first.” And then “No idol 
worship” and “Do not take My Name in vain” and you think “yes, that’s 
massive, very important stuff.” And it continues through –keeping 
Shabbos and honouring parents and not being all murder or 
adulterousy or stealy or perjury-y or covety. And you think to yourself 
“Well yes, these are all worthy of being the first things G-d commands 
us.” And then, straight after the celebrations have ended, Moshe says 
that G-d has got His first new commandments to tell the Bnei Yisrael 
and you wonder what they could be. Surely they’re Big League; maybe 
Talmud Torah or korbonos or loshon horah or perhaps the most 
important mitzvah in the universe - tznius. But Moshe doesn’t say any 
of those just yet. Talmud Torah isn’t until Ekev, the first of the korbonos 
(mitzvah-wise) is in Vayikra, loshon horah waits til Kedoshim and tznius 
(whisper it) isn’t actually one of the 613. No. Moshe Rabenu stands up 
and says “When you build an alter of stone, don’t use swords to carve 
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The Week Ahead

The Non-Observant 
As we have seen, it is forbidden to listen to negative information 
in any situation where the speaker is transgressing by relating the 
information. As it is not permissible to speak loshon hora about a 
non-observant Jew unless he is classified as an apikores (heretic), it 
is forbidden to listen to loshon hora that is being spoken about him. 
As has already been noted, today the average non-observant Jew is 
classified as a “tinok she’nishba,” (lit., a child who was taken captive), 
a victim of ignorance and circumstances and not, God forbid, an 
apikores.
As mentioned above, to discuss the life-style of a particular non-
observant Jew in order to teach others not to learn from his ways 
is considered speaking l’toeles, for a constructive purpose, and 
is permissible. It is therefore also permissible to listen to such a 
discussion.
Similarly, when an individual’s improper behavior is publicized as a 
way of pressuring him to mend his ways, it is correct to listen, for the 
goal will never be achieved if everyone chooses to ignore what is 
being said of the person.

We thank the Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation powerofspeech.org for the use of this material
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their family and, if such a sorry state of affairs does come about, how 
to help them back onto their feet. How judges should behave. 
Looking after other people’s property. Nothing remotely related to 
avodas Hashem at all. By this point, you’re extremely confused. This is 
what G-d feels can’t wait, this is what needs teaching straight away? 

If Rav Hirsch was there with you he would tell you that this is exactly 
the point. Avodas Hashem isn’t what we often like to think it is. As the 
Rambam tells us, it is about building a relationship with HKBH through 
building oneself. This, however, cannot happen in a vacuum. It has to 
be achieved in conjunction with the development of a just, moral and 
humane society. And such a society has no place for swords in its 
construction – the alter upon which we sacrifice ourselves cannot be 
built using the tools of violence. Nor, as R’ Gershon Miller of Gateshead 
yeshiva says, can there be the possibility of anyone claiming that they 
are above and distinct from others – the path of avoda is a ramp, not 
stairs, and though some may be lower and some higher they are all 
connected, otherwise those supposedly above ultimately expose 
their own ervahs. And so, as Rashi points out, our parsha starts with a 
vav hachibur to connect the mizbeach of yisro to the dinim of 
mishpatim – all of it was m’Sinai. 

We cannot bring korbonos, nor even build a mishkan, before we have 
a society which is built and run upon the basis of justice and humanity 
for all – there can be no frumkeit without ehrlichkeit.

Facing the Enemy           Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Receiving the Ten Commandments may have been the pinnacle of the 
Jewish experience, but by no means did Judaism end there. In this 
week’s portion the Torah details a myriad of pecuniary laws, which 
include torts and damage law, as well as the laws of physical injury 
and impairment compensation. 

A nation that has just emerged from a brutal enslavement surely needs 
a strict code to discipline their freedom. But what bothers me is the 
order of the laws that are given this week. The first commandments, in 
a set of more than 50 intricate laws detailing almost every aspect of 
life’s complexities, concern the laws of servitude. Parshas Mishpatim 
begins with the words, “when you will acquire a Jewish servant, he 
shall serve six years and on the seventh he shall go free.” (Exodus 16-
1)

It is astounding. The Jews just spent the last 210 years as slaves. Why 
would they even entertain thoughts of taking servants? Shouldn’t the 
first laws dictate compassion for other humans, thus enforcing total 
equality of an entire, newly liberated nation? Of all the laws dictated 
to a newly liberated people, shouldn’t the concepts of masters and 
servants be loath to them? Why are those laws given first?

Shalom had never left the small hamlet in Yemen and finally was sent a 
ticket to Israel by his cousin Moshe. The airplane ride, his first 
experience with any technology, was absolutely frightening. Not only 
was it the first time he had seen an airplane, it was the first time he had 
even seen steps! Upon his arrival at Ben-Gurion airport, the mad rush 
of taxis truly terrified Shalom, but his cousin Moshe, who lived on a 
small settlement not far from the Lod train station, eased his fears by 
sending a driver to pick Shalom up from the airport.

The driver dropped off the dazed immigrant near the train station and 
gave him directions to the farm. “Walk beside the train tracks for about 
a mile. You can’t miss it,” he exclaimed. Shalom, who had never seen 
train tracks in his life and had never even seen a train, chose to walk 
right between the two iron tracks. After about five minutes he saw a 
giant machine bearing down directly upon him.

“Toot toot!” the train whistled. The conductor waved frantically at 
Shalom as he tried to stop the mammoth machine. Shalom froze as he 
stood aghast at this marvelous site. “Toot toot!” went the whistle once 
more. The train could not stop! At the last moment, Shalom quickly 
jumped out of the way and the train hurtled by, missing him by a hair. 
Shalom was thrown by the rush of air that accompanied the speeding 

train. As he picked himself up, all he could see was a enormous black 
beast fleeing down the track, mocking him with a shrill, “toot toot.”

Bruised and shaken he hobbled the rest of the way along the tracks 
until he arrived at his cousin’s farm.

Moshe saw his cousin, Shalom and could not have imagined what 
happened to him. But Moshe figured, there was time to talk over a 
glass of hot tea. He put up a shiny black kettle to boil on the stove, but 
no sooner had the kettle began to whistle when poor Shalom jumped 
from his chair and began to shout. He grabbed a broom that stood in 
the corner of the kitchen and swung wildly at the whistling teapot 
smashing it with all his might.

“Believe me,” he yelled, “I know! You have to destroy these monsters 
while they are still young!”

The Torah understood the Jewish nation’s feelings toward its own 
experience. Slavery is loathsome and reprehensible. The impact of 
that experience could have shaped an unhealthy attitude toward 
servitude even in a humane and benevolent environment. Therefore 
the Torah immediately directed its very humanitarian laws of servitude 
— clearly and openly. Six years of service and no more. A servant can 
never be humiliated or degraded. In fact, the rules of Jewish servitude 
are so humane that the Talmud surmises that “whoever owns a servant 
has actually acquired a master. If there is only one pillow in the home 
— the master must to give it to his servant!”

So instead of shirking from the difficult task of detailing the laws of 
servitude or pushing them to a back-burner, the Torah discusses those 
laws first — without any apologies.

Because in an imperfect world there are imperfect situations. People 
steal. They owe money. They must work for others to pay off debt or 
money they have swindled. But when the problems and injustices of 
life are dealt with in a Torah way, the imperfect world can get a little 
closer to perfection.


