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מזל טוב
Mazel Tov to Dr Howard and Marilyn Sacho on the birth of a 
grandson to Refoel and Tamar Sacho in New York . 
Mazel Tov to Michael and Anne Wilks on the Bar Mitzvah in 
Israel of their grandson Benny, son of Oshi and Judy Wilks.

News This Week

Living Proof                   Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

When relating the greatness of Jewish revelation, Moshe tells us 
something unique about our heritage. In fact, it is a powerful detail 
that separates us from any other civilization on the face of this earth.
He says: “For inquire now regarding the early days that preceded 
you, from the day when Hashem created man on the earth, and from 
one end of heaven to the other end of heaven: has there ever been 
anything like this great thing, or has anything like it been heard? Has 
a people ever heard the voice of God speaking from the midst of 
the fire, as you have heard, and survived?” (Deuteronomy 4:34)
What strikes me as odd is the latter part of the verse the words “and 
survived.” Isn’t the great claim that Jews heard Hashem speak not 
through an intermediary but rather directly to them at Sinai?
Why then does Moshe add the words, “and survived?” Isn’t our 
direct conversation with the Almighty absolute proof of undeniable 
Divinity? And though the commentaries point out that survival after 
such revelation is surely miraculous, survival after revelation surely 
does not sound as powerful as the revelation itself.
Moshe could have just as well stated, “Has there ever been anything 
like this great thing or has anything like it been heard? Has a people 
ever heard the voice of God speaking from the midst of the fire as 
you have heard?”
That alone should prove our unique qualities to any skeptic. 
Obviously, the addendum, “and survived!” adds a unique Jewish 
perspective.
The prospective employee walked in to the president’s office 
seeking a job. After an extensive interview, the fellow was offered a 
job with a decent salary.
“Are there health benefits?” he asked. “No, young man,” the president 
responded, “we do not offer health benefits.” “Oh,” the young man 
countered, “in my last job we had a full medical and dental package! 
Tell me,” he added, “is there sick pay?” “I’m sorry son,” responded 
the boss, “in this company, you get only paid for the days you work!” 
“Well,” protested the eager want-to-be worker, “in my last job they 
gave me two weeks sick pay! But tell me,” he offered, “are there paid 
vacations?” “I’m sorry,” the boss responded once again, “there are 
no paid vacations, but you can have a week off in August without 
pay!” “What?” retorted the astonished young man. “In my last job 
we each had one-month paid vacation! Well, are there year-end 
bonuses at least?” “NOOO!” the prospective boss bellowed, tired of 
the young man’s questions. “Do you give us a car?” the prospective 
employee pursued. Again, this time quite emphatically, the boss 
responded, “No!” At this point, the president of the company did 
not let his prospective continue his inquisition; instead, he asked 
one simple question of his own. “I don’t understand,” he said. “If 
your last employer gave you full health benefits, sick days, paid 
vacations, cars, and end-of-year bonuses, why in the world would 

you want to switch to this company?” The young man shrugged. “My 
old company went bankrupt two weeks after it started!”
Moshe Rabbeinu asks Klal Yisrael the 4,000 year-old question. 
While many nations tell stories about great miracles that occurred 
to the founders, never is there an entire race who can say “my 
grandfathers and grandmothers witnessed the miracles!”
Judaism is the only religion that proudly declares that 600,000 adult 
men, and an equal or greater number of women and children, stood 
at Mount Sinai and saw God speak to them directly. They passed on 
that great vision to their children, and their children to their children, 
until this very day. “It is not an esoteric fable,” says Moshe, “They 
lived!” The vision of Sinai is not ancient history. The vision is alive!
Others tell tales of miraculous events witnessed by a handful of 
disciples who left no descendants. Maimonides traces history from 
the foot of Sinai to the footstools of the Talmud!
Thus Moshe declares to his people a message that as relevant to us 
as it was them in the arid desert some 3,312 years ago.
There is no nation on the face of this earth, which claims to have 
experienced multitudes of miracles occur to masses of people — all 
of whom lived to pass the revelation to their children’s ears.
Yes, in other cultures, there may be tales of a few miraculous events 
attributed to a few people. But when you dig for the roots and the 
original protagonists, you won’t find them they went bankrupt.

With Your Own Ears              Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

They were a new generation. Some of them had experienced the 
Exodus as very young children. Most had been born during the 
forty years of confinement in the Desert. Now, as they stood on the 
threshold of the Promised Land, the older generation had all died. 
The future belonged to the young and innocent. And sadly, Moses 
would not be there to share it with them.
As Moses prepared to bid them farewell, he spoke to them words 
that would fortify their faith and leave them with an enduring sense 
of inspiration. To this end, he recalled the gathering of the people at 
the foot of Mount Sinai to receive the Torah. “Investigate the records 
of the past,” he declared. “Has there ever happened such a great 
thing, or was anything similar ever reported, that a nation should 
hear the Lord’s voice speaking from the fire, as you have heard, and 
survive?”
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The commentators are puzzled. Why does Moses refer to the 
revelation at Sinai “as you have heard” when in fact it was their 
parents who had heard, not them? This was a new generation most 
of whom had not even been born at the time.
The answer lies in a phenomenon know as national memory. Let us 
take American history as an example. How do know there was a Civil 
War? After all, this war took place over a century ago, and no one 
alive today has a personal recollection of it. So how do we know 
that it actually took place? Is it because documentary evidence 
proves that it happened? Of course not. There is a much more 
fundamental reason. Anything that happens in full public view and is 
experienced by the entire nation automatically becomes part of our 
national memory. Even after the individuals who lived at the time 
pass on, the experience lives on in the national consciousness from 
generation to generation. We know the Civil War took place because 
America, collectively, remembers it.
Throughout the ages, people have come forward and claimed 
divine revelations. For one reason or another, their claims may have 
seemed credible to some of the people of their times, thereby 
gaining them a following. But as generation follows generation, the 
credibility of such claims fades. Why should people accept the word 
of self-proclaimed prophets whom they have never seen with their 
own eyes? Why should they make the leap of faith?
Not so with the revelation at Sinai, Moses was telling the Jewish 
people. Belief in the divine origin of the Torah requires no especial 
leap of faith. It was given in full view of millions of people, and as 
such, it was indelibly inscribed in the national memory. Each of you, 
as individuals, may not have been there, but it is firmly rooted in 
your national memory. It is as if you have seen it with your own eyes 
and heard it with your own ears.
A king died unexpectedly, leaving behind two sons. The older 
son was a somewhat lackluster, lackadaisical character, while the 
younger son was bright, articulate and ambitious.
Not surprisingly, the royal succession came into question. Some 
believed that by rights of primogeniture the throne should go to the 
older son. Others insisted that the welfare of the kingdom would by 
better served with the younger son on the throne.
A special meeting of the Council of Ministers was convened to 
debate the question of the succession, and both princes were 
invited to air their views.
“Gentlemen,” said the younger prince, “I have some very important 
news for you. The problem of the succession has been solved. 
My father appeared to me in a dream last night and told me in no 
uncertain terms that he wants me to succeed him as king.”
“If I may be so bold, your highness,” one elderly minister replied, 
“It seems to me that nothing has been solved. If your father really 
wanted you to be king, he should have come to us in our dreams, 
not to you in yours.”
In our own lives, living in a global multi-cultural society, we are 
surrounded by myriad religious and ideological messages that 
are at odds with the fundamental tenets of Judaism, and it would 
not be surprising if at times we entertained some doubts and 
anxiety concerning our faith. At such times, we should recall the 
words of Moses that speak of the revelation at Sinai “as you have 
heard.” Each of us has indeed heard it, because it is imbedded in 
our national memory. For thousands of years, Jewish people have 
willingly sacrifice their lives for the Torah because we have all 
“heard” Hashem’s voice speaking to us at Mount Sinai as vividly and 
distinctly as if we had been standing there in the flesh when it took 
place. 

Enough! Chill Out!               Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)

This weeks parsha, Va’eschonon, begins with Moshe pleading with 
Hashem to allow him to enter Eretz Yisroel. “Va’eschonon el Hashem 
ba’eis ha’hee laimore” (3:23) – and I pleaded with Hashem at that 
time saying…
As could be expected, this parsha, the name of which means tfilah 
(prayer), teaches us the proper way to pray. The Ohr HaChaim 
enumerates four conditions necessary in order for tfilah to be 

accepted:
1) One must approach tfilah as a pauper knocking upon the door of 
a potential benefactor. Realizing that he is totally dependent on this 
person and, on his own, is powerless to help himself.
2) One must beseech Hashem’s mercy, recognizing that all and any 
merit that he might have, has been inundated by the tov (good) that 
he has already received in his life. True, he has attached a mezuza 
to his doorpost, but who gave him the house? True, he has tzitzis 
on the corners of his garment, but who gave him clothing? True, he 
wears tfilin on his arm, but who gave him that arm and the rest of 
his body?
3) One must daven (pray) at the proper times designated for 
tfilah. This, of course, does not preclude spontaneous cries and 
supplications to Hashem. However, there are designated times for 
tfilah which compel us to reach out to and place our trust in Hashem 
at crucial junctures of our daily cycle. Ignoring these designated 
times exhibits a certain degree of casualness in our approach to 
our Creator. That is clearly not an effective mode for tfilah.
4) One must clearly express what he is davening for. Although 
Hashem is very precisely aware of our needs without our 
mentioning it, (we’ve discussed previously that) tfilah is necessary 
for us to recognize the source of all that we have. Only through clear 
delineation in tfilah is that point driven home.
Moshe’s fulfillment of each of these conditions are seen from the 
very first passuk of our parsha.
1) “Va’eschonon” – and Moshe pleaded, as a pauper at the door.
2) “El Hashem” – the tetragrammaton (the four lettered name of 
Hashem) refers to the attribute of mercy.
3) “Ba’eis ha’hee” – at that time. Moshe, the greatest prophet of all 
time was able to determine the premium time for tfilah.
4) “Laimore” – saying. He clearly voiced his tfilah.
With all of his pleading, Hashem denied his wish. {A person once 
approached a Ruv, complaining that Hashem doesn’t answer his 
prayers. The Ruv told him that Hashem most certainly is answering 
his prayers… He’s just saying “no”! Sometimes “no” is the best 
possible answer we can receive.} “Rav lach” (3:26)- you have 
enough! Don’t continue to speak to me about this matter!
The medrash draws a parallel between Hashem’s curt answer to 
Moshe and Moshe’s curt answer to Korach. When Korach complained 
to Moshe that he had taken the high positions for himself and for his 
brother, Moshe responded: “Rav lachem” (Bamimdbar 16:3) – you 
have enough.
How can these two seemingly disparate events be connected? 
Korach approached Moshe spurred on by jealousy and a lust for 
honor. Moshe approached Hashem spurred on by a pure desire 
to enter Eretz Yisroel and to elevate himself, the nation, the land 
and the world, by performing those mitzvos unique to Eretz Yisroel. 
What was Hashem teaching Moshe about the way he had answered 
Korach, by using the same term to answer him?
It is true that Korach was motivated mainly by jealousy and honor. 
However, he was demanding a position closer to Hashem. Even 
though he was ineligible for that position and Moshe needed 
to refuse his claim, Moshe should not have used a term such as 
“enough”! When one wants a heightened degree of spirituality, 
our response can never be enough! Considering the tremendous 
amount to be accomplished in this world, the enormous potential 
we are given and the limited time that is granted to accomplish this, 
there truly never is enough!
Hashem needed to highlight this slight lack of sensitivity that Moshe, 
on his level, should have been tuned in to. Hashem told Moshe, 
when he wanted to scale this new spiritual height by entering Eretz 
Yisroel, “Rav lach”- enough.
At times it is very difficult when we see friends or relatives moving 
past the point that we are comfortably sitting at. We feel challenged 
and uncomfortable that ‘our’ Judaism seems insufficient or less 
than first class to others. We learn from our parsha that we must be 
very wary of our initial, reflex response of “Rav lach”- enough- chill 
out!


