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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs David Lewin on the birth of a grand-

daughter, born to their daughter and son-in-law in Israel.

We wish Avi Stern a Yasher Koach on behalf of the Kehilla for the

Sefira texts which kept everyone on track!

A reminder that the annual Siyum Mishnayos takes place after

Shavuos, a few Perokim are still available - why not learn them over

Yom Tov!

Yasher Koach

Siyum Mishnayos

Tikul Leil Shavuos

Oneg Yom Tov

Once again, we will be holding a Tikul Leil Shavuous with a great

line up of speakers, followed by an early Minyan for Shacharis.  We

are also delighted to host a Chavrusa programme in association

with Manchester Mesivta which will take place in the hall.

Refreshments will be available throughout, kindly sponsored by

Brackman’s Bakery. Full details on the back page.

We invite all men to an Oneg Yom Tov which will take place

between Mincha and Maariv on the second day of Shauvos, see

inside for details

Human Nature Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

The book of Bamidbar is perhaps one of the saddest, so to speak, of all

of the Holy Scriptures. Whereas the book of Shemot, which records for

us the sin of the Golden Calf also gives us pause, it concludes with the

final construction of the Mishkan and God’s Presence, so to speak,

resting within the encampment of Israel. But the book of Bamidbar,

which begins on a high note of numerical accomplishment and the

seemingly imminent entry of the Jewish people into he Land of Israel,

ends on a very sour note. It records the destruction of the entire

generation including its leadership without their entrance into the

Promised Land.

The narrative of the book of Bamidbar tells us of rebellion and constant

carping, military defeats and victories, false blessings, human

prejudices and personal bias. But the Torah warned us in its very first

chapters that “this is the book of human beings.” And all of the

weaknesses exhibited by Israel in the desert of Sinai, as recorded for us

in the book of Bamidbar, are definitely part of the usual human story and

nature.

Over the decades that I have taught this book of Bamidbar to students

and congregants of mine, invariably many of them have then asked me

incredulously: ”How could the Jewish people have behaved in such a

manner?” I cannot speak for that generation of Jews as described in the

book of Bamidbar but I wonder to myself “How can so many Jews in
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our generation relate to the existence of the State of Israel in our time so

cavalierly?

How do we tolerate the cruelties that our one-size-fits-all school

systems inflict on the ‘different’ child? How do we subject our

daughters to the indignities of the current matchmaking process? How,

indeed!?” And my answer to myself always is that for the great many of

us, human nature trumps common sense, logic and true Torah values. I

imagine that this may have been true of the generation of the book of

Bamidbar as well.

One of the wonders of the book of Bamidbar is that the count of the

Jewish people at the end of the forty years of living in the desert was

almost exactly the same as it was at the beginning of their sojourn there

when they left Egyptian bondage. Though the following is certainly not

being proposed by me as an answer or explanation to this unusual fact,

I have always thought that this is a subtle reminder to us that that no

matter how great the experiences, no matter how magnificent the

miracles, no matter how great the leaders, human nature with all of its
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strengths and weaknesses basically remains the same.

It is not only that the numbers don’t change much, the people and the

generations didn’t and don’t change much either. Human nature

remains pretty constant. But our task is to recognize that and channel

our human nature into productive and holy actions and behavior – to

bend to a nobility of will and loyalty. Only by recognizing the

propensity of our nature will we be able to accomplish this necessary

and noble goal.

I am HASHEM your G-d- Who took you out of the Land of Egypt from

the house of bondage! (Shemos 20:2)

Blessed are you (You are the source of blessing) HASHEM Who teaches

Torah to His people, Israel! (Conclusion of morning blessing on Torah)

The Kuzari asks, “Why, when HASHEM is introducing Himself to the

Jewish People at Mount Sinai does HASHEM make such a diminutive

claim? “I took you out of the Land of Egypt?” Would it not be grander to

say, “I created the heavens and the earth!”? The answer he gives is that

we as a nation experienced the exodus from Egypt. It was real to us and

personal! It is not an abstract or cerebral exercise to believe or not to

believe in HASHEM. The Mitzvah as described by the Rambam is to

“know” that there is HASHEM. This is how we know! The giving of the

Torah was not a hysterical revolution but a historical revelation! Perhaps

there are alternate reasons as well for HASHEM’s informing us, “Who

took you out of the Land of Egypt!”

Only later, a profound educational lesson woke up in my mind! Learning

Just for You! Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

Just last week I flew out to St. Louis for just one day and back again
to LaGuardia Airport! For me it was a tale of two flights! On the
Tuesday morning I quietly boarded and took my seat 22C near the
back of the plane. I dutifully stored my carryon stuff in the
overhead compartment and with my seat in an upright-position, I
buckled and prepared for takeoff.

In the meantime I took out my Shas-Pod and was lost in a page of
Talmud till I felt a hum from my phone. It was my wife tenderly
wishing me a safe flight and gr8 day. I was answering briefly, “Thnx
U2” when the stewardess caught my attention and instructed me
to discontinue with the phone and when I asked her about the
Shas Pod she affirmed that it too should be closed. I immediately
started to press the button to close down the Shas Pod which
wasn’t responding so efficiently. Then I began to try and shut off
my phone. Just then the stewardess was standing there next to my
row and glaring. She declared loudly with indignation, “The first
time should have been enough!”

I realized that she thought I was still doing some phone stuff. I was
only then trying to comply with her exact command. I was
annoyed at being misunderstood. I did not even look up once
during the safety demo. Later when she passed by, I beckoned for
her attention and attempted to explain privately that I was in the
middle of obeying her command before and I did not deviate
from any word she told me from the moment she told me.

Again she took a belligerent posture and hands on hip she stated
defensively and out loud, “Well you should have listened the first
time!” as if she heard or understood nothing I said! I was inwardly
upset. I had done nothing wrong! When the beverage cart came
by and she asked me if I wanted anything to drink, I did not even
look up! I just signaled with my hand, “No!” as infantile as that
sounds!

I was wondering why I had that disturbing experience!? On the
return flight I was given an exit seat for extra leg room. When the
stewardess came by and asked me if I was prepared to assume
the responsibilities and tasks associated with the exit seat I told
her boldly, “I’m the guy you want here!” When they gave the
safety-emergency demo I paid strict attention! When the drink
cart came by I said “no with a smile and I had a pleasant feeling on
the flight!
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and teaching Torah is not a purely academic exercise. It requires a

relationship between a loving giver and a willing recipient. A child’s

feelings can be easily wounded by a wrong accusation or an

inappropriate or disproportionate consequence! Then they can no

longer learn from that person and their grades inexplicably begin to

tumble. All are mystified! “Shimon’s a smart boy!”

HASHEM, therefore, initiated the first lesson, when giving the Torah, with

words that express to His People- His pupils, “I love you! I care about

you! You see I have descended worlds below My dignity just for you!”

The world had never seen anything like it, nor would it see anything like it

ever again. As the Jewish people gathered at the foot of Mount Sinai

watched with breathless awe, a thick layer of clouds descended over

the mountain. Jagged streaks of lightning rent the heavens asunder, and

the sounds of crashing thunderbolts were so earsplittingly loud that the

people trembled uncontrollably. Sheets of fire suddenly engulfed the

mountaintop, and the entire mountain quaked and discharged thick

smoke like a colossal furnace. The eerie blast of a ram’s horn grew

louder and louder. And then God spoke from the mountaintop and

pronounced the Ten Commandments.

What was the purpose of this spectacular display of special effects?

Wouldn’t the experience of actually hearing God speak have been

awesome enough? Didn’t God’s voice in itself inspire sufficient fear and

reverence in the hearts of the people without the addition of artificial

external stimuli?

The commentators explain that the spectacle at Mount Sinai was meant

to serve as a metaphor for the future conditions under which the

Jewish people would often attempt to study Torah and live by it. It

would not take much courage to study the Torah and observe its

commandments during tranquil and prosperous times. Who would

turn away from the ultimate spiritual fulfillment in the absence of

distractions and obstructions?

But rarely if ever does humankind experience such placid times. The

world is always in upheaval, torn by wars and migrations, plagued by

poverty and deprivation, struggling under oppression and exploitation

and, in the best case, distracted by the material mirages of prosperity.

Where does a person find the presence of mind to study Torah and live

by it under such daunting conditions? In the memory of the stand at

Mount Sinai when the voice of God penetrated through the

cacophony of the thunder and lightning and the raging fire, and the

people heard His words. This is the only way Torah is absorbed, by the

extreme effort to overcome external distractions and internal

emotional turmoil, by a dedicated perseverance to penetrate to the

divine essence of the Torah and through it to connect with God.

Thunder and Lightning Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

A young man traveled to a distant city to study with a famous
sage. After many days on the road, he arrived at his destination, a
large white building on a sun-drenched street. He walked up to
the front door and tried to open it, but it was locked. He knocked
and knocked for a few minutes, but there was no response. He
walked around to the side of the building where he found another
door. It too was locked. Here too his loud knocking elicited no
response.

Through the open windows high up on the wall, he could hear the
sounds of excited young voices engaged in heated arguments
and discussions. He called out to them, but no one heard him. He
smelled cooking food and followed the trail of the odors to
another window, which was surely a kitchen. Here too he called
out at the top of his lungs, but no one came to the window.

Under the kitchen window, he noticed a coal grate. He pulled at it,
and it came away in his hands. Gingerly, he lowered himself
through the coal grate into the cellar. Covered with soot, he
groped his way through the shadows and found the stairway to
the upper floors.

The sage was waiting for him at the top of the stairway.

“Welcome, my son,” he said. “We have been waiting for you. I am
happy to see that you have found your way here.”

“If you were waiting for me,” said the young man, “why was the
door locked? Why didn’t anyone respond to my knocking or my
calls?”

The sage smiled. “It was a test, my son. If you had not discovered
the coal grate and clambered through the cellar, you could not
have been a worthy member of our group.”

In our own lives, the pressures of everyday life often force us to forgo

the opportunities to study or perform various other good deeds.

Someday, when things settle down, we tell ourselves, we will devote

more time to our spiritual growth, but the time is not yet right. But if we

wait for this tranquil time, it may never come. Distractions are never

lacking. Life is always full of thunder and lightning. It takes perseverance

to penetrate to the truth.

Shavuos is the commemoration, the celebration, of the receipt of the

Torah at Mt. Sinai.

Other holidays have unique Mitzvos associate with them -- from

Matzah on Passover, to the Sukkah, Lulav and Esrog on Sukkos. Rosh

HaShanah has a mitzvah to hear the Shofar, and Yom Kippur, to fast. The

various external symbols help to focus our attention, and enhance our

excitement and happiness. Each year, when we sit in a sukkah, or in

front of a seder plate, we feel a special joy. But on Shavuos, we have no

'externals' -- only Torah.

Shavuos is called "Chag Ha'Atzeres" -- usually translated "festival of the

gathering." The Taamei Minhagim explains that on all other holidays,

there are two types of service: to refrain from work, and to do the

special commandments of the day. But there is no mitzvah unique to

Shavuos. Of course, it is customary to spend extra time learning Torah

on Shavuos, especially on the first night, but that mitzvah is hardly

unique to the holiday -- "v'higisa bo yomam v'layla", you shall study it day

and night, applies every day! The Taamei Minhagim points out that one

meaning of the word "atzeres" is a cessation, a stopping -- and thus the

name is appropriate. This is a holiday not for adding new observances,

but for stopping, reflecting upon what we have.

Our joy at the holiday of Shavuos comes not from any new sign, any

special practice, but simply from stepping back for a moment, and

contemplating the Torah which we study all year long.

I remember picking up a modern book -- I think it was called "Life 101,"

which is indeed a book by Peter McWilliams (so I discovered at an on-

line bookstore). The introduction begins approximately as follows: "we

are all travelling on a big blue spaceship, and none of us has the

instruction manual." Of course, that was all I needed to see -- the author

has it all wrong.

First of all, it isn't the blue spaceship which concerns us, but the bodies

we pilot as individuals -- we are less concerned with steering the planet

than in finding our own courses through life. And concerning the

manual, the Torah is called "Torat Chayim," instructions for life. We want

to grow spiritually, we want to come closer to G-d, and G-d provided

us with His ultimate handbook! That is what we hold in our hands -- "the

meaning of life!" The Torah doesn't just tell us how to find some ethereal

"spiritual peace;" it imbues daily life with meaning and purpose.

On my way to the office yesterday, while making a left turn, I noticed the

man in the first car waiting at the red light. He had a book up on the

steering wheel -- he was learning! Of course I could be mistaken, but, in

the abstract, this is the image of a person who truly appreciates what

we have. If we understood what Torah is, we would spend every spare

moment grabbing another thought, another Mishnah, another line of

text -- something more to inspire and fill our lives.

Let us use this holiday to step back, to feel the wonder of Torah, to

experience a joy still deeper and more profound than that which we

feel at each year's Pesach Seder...

Doing It Every Day Rabbi Yaakov Menken (Torah.org)




