
Fishful Thinking                          
This week the Torah tells us that the Children of Israel once again 
complain. This time they want meat in the desert. They recall what they 
now consider a better time in a better place. Like many of us who are 
discontented with the world we live in, they talked about the good old 
days — in Egypt of all places!
“The rabble that was among them cultivated a craving, and the Children 
of Israel also wept once more, and said, "Who will feed us meat? We 
remember the fish that we will eat in Egypt free of charge; and the 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic. But now, our life is 
parched, there is nothing; we have nothing to anticipate but the 
manna!" (Numbers 11:4-6) The commentators are bothered by two 
simple questions; the first a grammatical, the second, a historical one.
The words that the complainers used were “zacharnu es hadagah 
asher naochal we remember the fish we would eat or actually will eat.” 
They did not use the pure past tense “achalnu, we remember the fish 
that we ate.” Why do they complain of remember fish that was to be 
eaten in the future, instead of fish to be eaten in the past?
Second, the Talmud and later commentaries ask, “Straw for bricks was 
not given to them, how was it possible that they had free fish?” The 
Talmud indeed implies that there was no fish, and the implied freedom 
refers to freedom of the yoke of mitzvos. So, if that was the case, what 
were they truly complaining about? Why mention non-existant fish?
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Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs David Wolfson on the occasion of the birth 
of a granddaughter to Mr & Mrs Nachshon Moller .

We are delighted to announce that we will have a guest speaker 
next Friday night. Rabbi Yitzchok Schwartz , Rosh Yeshiva of 
Yeshivas Orchos Chaim  in Yerushalayim, will give a short drosha 
before Maariv.

Ohr Yerushalayim is proud to invite the Manchester Kehilla to an 
evening of practical parenting advice and discussion with the 
renowned international educator Dr Leon Bernstein.
Taking place on Sunday 5th July from 8.10pm - 9.30pm at 24 
New Hall Road, the evening is entitled “5 Steps to Making a 
Mentsch”.
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can He not hear? He Who formed the eye does He not see?” The 
Mishne in Pirke Avos states, “Know what is above from you. An eye that 
sees, an ear that hears, and all of your deeds are recorded in a book! 
(Avos 2:1) The Prophet Amos (4:13) writes, “…And it’s told to a man 
his conversation!” The Talmud states about the verse, “Even a light 
conversation between a man and his wife!” Rashi comments on the 
spot, “All the deeds of a person are detailed before him at the time of 
his death.” The question stands. Why does the verse state that 
“HASHEM heard”? Isn’t obvious that everything is heard by HASHEM?
The Chofetz Chaim who made it his life’s mission to arrest the deadly 
scourge of evil speech- gossip, wondered why the telephone had 
been invented in the 20th century. He posited that it was meant to offer 
a clear demonstration that what one person says in privacy here in an 
apparent “cone of silence” can be heard in another place. Now 
telephones and cell phones are so ubiquitous as well as tape 
recorders to remind us how far a word might travel.
I can still recall with horror the day the phone call came. It was Elul, the 
month leading up to and immediately preceding Rosh HaShana, the 
day of judgment. A neighbor from the street behind our own 
sheepishly informed my wife that she had been using a baby monitor 
and for some time and now since we had started using a cordless 
phone she could hear all of our telephone conversations. We were 
mortified. What had she heard? Which conversations? It was extremely 
difficult to pass this person in the street and feel completely at ease.
On the positive side, etched in my memory, is a brief encounter a friend 
of mine and I had with a great individual in Jerusalem. We were having a 
casual conversation, elbows resting on opposite railings on the 
walkway steps outside on the Ohr Somayach Campus. Rabbi 
Namchman Bullman ztl. was passing by. He paused and put his hand on 
the shoulder of each of us and showered us with dramatic praise, “I like 
the way you’re talking. It’s open. There are no secrets here. You’re not 
whispering about forbidden things.” Then, he just continued on his 
way.
Perhaps there’s no bigger secret in the verse, “HASHEM heard” other 
than the frightening news, HASHEM is listening. If we would be 
cognizant that the microphone is open and what we were about to 
say would be spread across the globe we would all probably speak 
with greater caution. We have here “good news” and “bad news”. Just 
incase you thought that nobody had taken note of your true wit and 
wisdom, don’t worry. The good news is that everything you say is 
forever. The bad news though is that everything you say is forever.
When recalling what happened to Miriam, we should remember well 
to feel the fear of the ear that hears. 

Don’t be Naive  
Moshe was very humble, more so than any man - (12:13)
‘Humility' - We may think of timid, meek which are not positive traits. But 
humility is something else altogether. Think about Moshe. He knew 
more - and accomplished more - than anyone in history. But at the very 
same time, he was the most humble.  Was he naive? Not at all.Because 
the humble man is fully aware of his talents and achievements. He is 
humble because he always remembers that his talents are a gift from G-
d. And that whatever he accomplishes, he does with G-d's help. 
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach was recognized as one of the 
greatest Torah scholars of our generation. Jews from all over the world, 
sought his rulings on every area of Jewish law. Everything from Shabbos 
and modern technology, to business ethics, to medical questions. 
And more. He passed away a few years ago at the age of eighty-five. 
And left the following in his will: “... Should anyone want to say words 
of eulogy, I strongly suggest that they be concise. No words of praise 
should be said. Only words that inspire love of Torah, fear of Heaven, 
and perfection in deed and character ..."
It's interesting. The Talmud tells us: 'One who runs from honour - the 
honour will catch up with him'. Rabbi Auerbach ran from honour his 
entire life. And his funeral in Jerusalem, was attended by over three 
hundred thousand people! 

Here is this week's brainteaser based on the 
sedra:
There are two words in the sedra spelt alike but 
pronounced differently. The meaning of one word 
is about 180 times the meaning of the other. What 
are the words?

Last Week’s Answer:
Answer Next Week ...

There is a 
have an 

It is only said once in three and a half years on 
average. 
What is it?

dkxa
dlidw.

dkxa 

 which was said last week by one 
man in each 

Answer: The last on Shabbos 
Shavuos (

dkxa dxhtd
dxezd lr

   after the
)


