Kiddush This Shabbos

Our last kiddush in Beis Menachem (hands up who's getting excited
now!) takes place this Shabbos after davening. The kiddush has
been sponsored by the Rov on the occasion of his Yahrzeit. We
wish the Rov mramx o

Tikun Leil Shavuos

We are delighted to announce that this Shavuos we will be holding
a Tikun Leil in our new Beis HaMedrash - see the back page for
further details.

Shtenders

We ask that anyone who has ordered a shtender should forward
payment to Chizky as soon as possible. We have a small number
spare, hence anyone wanting one should speak to Chizky.

The Lesson of Shmita Simon Grant

The Parsha begins with Hashem telling Moshe about the Mitzvos of
Shemita and Yovel. The question is, what is the reason for these Mitzvos
and why such prominence in our Sedra? The Chasam Sofer suggests
that in reality, almost any Mitzvah could have been thought out logically
by aperson. Forexample, it could be possible to convince people to
take one day off a week, as physical rest is good for health. It could also
be argued, that eating Kosher food is safer and healthier than
alternatives such as pig or shellfish, to prevent getting tapeworms,
salmonella poisoning and other such unpleasantries. You could even
convince people to eat Matzot on Peasch for historical posterity, but
how on earth could you convince someone to leave all their fields
fallow for a whole year with no other form of food orincome?

Crop rotation is practiced by farmers throughout the world, whereby a
field is left fallow for a year whilst crops are planted in the other fields.
The Pasuk states “Six years you shall sow your fields” which means that
in Eretz Yisroel we stop work in all fields simultaneously for one
complete year (the seventh year). The Kli Yakar points out that the Torah
specifically tells us not to follow the practice of crop rotation in Eretz
Yisroel. Could it be that the “land” of Eretz Yisroel is different and
needs a rest? This cannot be right, because the Torah tells us specifically
that the Shemita year shall be a rest to Hashem. Vayikra 25-2 “a Shabbos
for Hashem.” Therefore it cannot be the land that needs rest. It is we
who need to rest and take the time out to restore our faith in Hashem.
Perhaps this is why Hashem specifically spelt out these mitzvoth at Har
Sinai as they must be one of the hardest ones to convince someone to
undertake. What then is the lesson to be learned from them and their
prominence in our Sedra?

Let's picture the scene; For 40 years Klal Yisroel wandered in the
desert following Hashem ' s every instruction, during which time there
was no such thing as property or ownership of land. No one had a plot

of land, a house, an orchard or even one tree. There were no
businessmen lending money or dealing in stocks and shares. Can you
imagine being involved in the futures market during that time? How on
earth could anyone predict the price of Manna based upon supply
and demand, when every day only sufficient manna was collected by
each person for his family's needs. Manna could not be stockpiled for
the next day. Klal Yisroel lived solely off the blessings from Hashem in
the form of Manna, Miriam™ s well and the like. No one rushed off to
work in the morning after davening. People were not flying all over the
desert with deadlines to meet, clients to see, or business to do. Their
only work was service to Hashem, who provided them with food and
shelter. Hence Klal Yisroel were able to dedicate themselves totally to
Avodas Hashem and Mitzvos.

When they conguered the land of Canaan, the Manna stopped and
they became land owners, farmers and herdsmen.  Hashem
specifically emphasised the Mitzvos of Shemita and Yovel at Har Sinai as
alesson. It was to convey an important message for the future .......
that when Klal Yisroel enter Eretz Yisroel and run after worldly pursuits,
they should keep these particular Mitzvos. It must be because when
one pursues worldly affairs, it is easy to forget that all blessings come
from Hashem. So dedicating a Shabbos for Hakadosh Baruch Hu
enabled the Dor Hamidar the opportunity to dedicate themselves to
Hashem and spiritual pursuits when they reached Eretz Yisroel.

What amazing Mesiras Nefesh and demands were/are placed upon the
farmers in Eretz Yisroel to undertake these Mitzvos! It is indeed these
Mitzvos, in-built into Torah and passed down in the form of a
Sabbatical cycle, that prompt us today to appreciate Hashem's Nissim
and subsequently realise that all blessings are min-Hashamayim.

The Week Ahead

'N{ZNA N2 YIS N [I'O |'972D NaY
Candle Lighting and Shabbos 8.34pm

Mincha 7.30pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Wiz DT 90 9.1%am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm / 8.47pm
Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 9.27pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 9.59pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.20am/8.20am
Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday 7.20am

Friday wmin wxn 7.00am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  7.30pm (Shabloos 8.46pm)
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DID YOU KNOW?

Tachanun (2)

Ideally tachanun is said sitting down. Where for various
reasons this is not possible, it can be said standing.

The words y11 X5 1 are said while still sitting; mwya mm
is said standing.

Source: Mishmnah Bevwrakv 131 (2) [10] & 131 (1) [9].

We want our tefillos to be accepted so it's best to perform them correctly.
For details please ask the Rov Jc“6'fe

MiZnd - 1Nl NYIY

1. What may you not do in the 721 year?

2. What question might people ask?

3. If a man sells a house in a walled city, how long does he
have, to buy it back?

4. If a Jewish man sells himself as a slave to a fellow-Jew,
what rules apply?

5. How many women will share the same oven, if we don’t
keep the nixn?

6. Which 2 '>y have the same value?

7. When redeeming (buying back) one’s own field from the
wT7nN N1, what percentage of the value must be added?

H. To what does n'nY wcompare a man who trusts in'n?
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