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Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs Howard Sacho on the engagement of their
son Tzvi to Penina Smith of Johannesburs.

ASeparate Peace

"If you will walk in my statutes, and heed my commandments ...
(Leviticus 33:3).

This week the Torah bestows its promise of blessing and peace to
those who follow in the path of Torah. Rashi is bothered by the seeming
redundancy of walking in statutes, and heeding commands. He
explains that "walk in my statutes" refers to arduous Torah study, and
'heed my commandments" refers to keeping the mitzvos.

And then there is peace. Hashem promises that if we adhere to the
directives, "l will bring peace to the land" (ibid v. 6) In the same verse,
the Torah also tells us that "a sword will not pass through your land." If
there is peace, then obviously a sword will not pass through. What is
the meaning of the redundancy? Once again, Rashi explains that the
"sword passing through' is referring to a sword that is not directed
against our people; rather it is a sword that is passing through on the
way to another country. Thus the two types of peace.

But maybe there is a different type of peace; one that does not refer to
guns and ammunition, but rather to a peace that is on another level.

Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein of B'nei Berak tells the story of Rav Eliezer Shach,
the Ponovezer Rosh Yeshiva, of blessed memory.

Rav Shach once entered a shul and sat down in a seat towards the
back, and, while waiting for the minyan to begin, Rav Shach began to
study Torah. Suddenly a man approached him, hands on his hips, and
began shouting at him.

“Don’tyou know that you are sitting in my seat?” the irate man yelled.

"Who are you to come here and just sit down, without asking anyone
permission?"

Rav Shach quickly stood up and embraced the man. He hugged him
lovingly as he begged the man for forgiveness. He agreed to the irate
man’s every point.

“I am so sorry for taking your seat even if it was for a few moments,” he
pleaded. Please forgive me. | must have absent-mindedly sat down
there. Please forgive me.

The man was taken aback at the Rosh Yeshiva’s humility, and
immediately apologized for his rude behavior.

‘After the davening, students of Rav Shach approached him and asked
why he so readily accepted blame and begged forgiveness for what
surely was not a misdeed. After all, why should he not be able to sit
down in the seat. Rav Shach explained, “If Torah is all that one aspires to
have, then everything else in this world, all the items one would
normally squabble about has no significance. When one is immersed in
Torah, a seat is meaningless, a place is meaningless. Surely a material
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object is not worth getting upset over, surely no less tare they worth
fighting over. Why shouldn't| apolosize?"

The Torah tells us a secret to peace in our community. If we toil in Torah,
there will be peace in the land. The Torah is telling us that if we immerse
ourselves in Torah then all the temporal objects that are the fulcrum of
most fights are meaningless.

We think of peace as a concept that occurs between nations.
However, we often forget that what we need is peace within our own
community. A separate peace.

Appreciating Miracles

After enumerating the tragic consequences to the Jewish people for
deviating from the Divine will, the Torah offers a consolation. “I will
remember My covenant with Yaakov and also My covenant with
Yitzchak, and also My covenant with Avraham will | remember, and | will
rememberthe land.” (Vayikra 26:492)

Rashi, noting the peculiarity that Yaakov's name is spelled with an extra
letter vav comments that there are five places in the Bible where
Yaakov's name is spelled this way. There are also five places where the
name of Eliyahu is written with its vav missing. Rashi explains, “Yaakov
took a letter from the name of Eliyahu as collateral, so that Eliyahu will
come and herald the redemption of Yaakov's children.” G-d promised
His children redemption; it will happen with or without Eliyahu's
announcement. Why did Yaakov insist that Eliyahu’s announcement
must herald the redemption?

Ramban, addressing why the Torah emphasized the miraculous birth of
Yitzchak when his mother, Sarah, was 90 years old but did not even
directly mention the greater miracle of Yocheved giving birth to Moshe
at the age of 130, expounds that the Torah only emphasizes miracles
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Candle Lighting No later than 7.55pm
Mincha 7.30pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

W7 INT 90 9.05am

Mincha 1st / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm /9.05pm

Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 9.35pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 10.10pm

Morning Chaburah 30mins before Shacharis
Sunday 1%/ 2™ Minyan 7.20am / 8.20am
Monday / Thursday 7.70am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday ~ 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv Sun-Tues 7.45pm

Shabbos Next Week 7.30pm  (Candle Lighting 7.55pm)
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Schwab explains that events that defy the laws of nature - what we call undeniably miraculous. Finally, a subject of great discussion of the early
‘miracles” - are impossiole to identify with absolute certainty since we Talmudic commentaries regarding the holiday of Chanuka is identifying
do not completely understand all of the laws of nature. Indeed, the true object of our celebration: the miracle of the oil or the
science often generates natural explanations for events that were practically impossible vanquishing of the Greek army. Many conclude
previously thought to be supernatural. The only way we can be certain that, indeed, the military victory is the key miracle being celebrated, but
that the laws of nature are indeed being broken is when an event is that G-d had to construct the obvious miracle of the oil for us, in our
preceded by a prophecy that the miracle will take place. appreciation of the miraculous nature of the season, to recognize the
Thus, Yaakov wanted Eliyahu to herald the redemption to guarantee miracle of that victory.

that we realize that the events are indeed miraculous and not chance.

But the requisite heralding only speaks to our inability to appreciate the
unannounced miracles before us. In reality, Yocheved's pregnancy at
the age of 130 was more miraculous than Sarah’s. The Talmud advises
that in the post-Messianic era the only holiday that will be celebrated is
Purim - the one holiday that had no open miracle, but was a string of

Bramteacers

Here is this week's brainteaser based on the

Lag BOmer BBQ

sedra: . Nearly 200 people joined together on Lag B'Omer for Ohr
Behar - £5 Prize!! Yerushalayim'’s first family BBQ. Yet another highly successful event
What does the first posuk of Behar have enjoyed by all - young and old. With entertainment including a giant
in common with the first posuk of inflatable slide, bows and arrows, popcorn, candy floss, live music,
Terumoh (and with no posuk anywhere the bonfire and fireworks - not to mention great food, there was
else in the torah)? something for everyone.

The correct answer takes about 10 words to describe. Rabbi Mazel Tov to Dr Bernstein and Avi Smith on winning the raffle for the
Stanton will give £5.to the flrs.t person telling him the right BBQs!

answer (but not during davening!)

Bechukosai Yasher Koach to Yitzchok & Chana Brocha for organising yet another
What halocha connects a 77 year old lady highly spccessful Ohr Yerushqlayim family extrgvaganza, to Shimon
with a 7 year old girl. for the live music and to Debbie & Dov for hosting the event.

Answers Next Week ...
Last Week’s Answer:

What connection do the following three numbers
have with the dates of Sefiras Haomer: 15, 15,44 ?
The day of the Omer is 15 less than the date in Nissan, 15 more
than the date in lyyar, 44 more than the date in Sivan. eg 1st day
of Omer is 16th Nissan; 16th day of the Omer is 1st lyyar; 45th
day of the Omer is 1st Sivan.
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