
Parshas Beshalach Simon Wanderer

Chazal tell us “Ra'asa Shifcha Al HaYam Ma Shelo Ra'a Yechezkeil Ben

Buzi BaMachaze.” In other words, the lowliest ranks of Klal Yisrael

achieved a clarity of spiritual perception superior to the prophet

Yechezkeil's.

We know that Chazal's words were weighed with precision. The

choice of Yechezkeil's vision as the baseline against which to compare

the revelation at K'rias Yam Suf cannot be an arbitrary one. What we are

being told here is that the vision at K'rias Yam Suf was similar in kind to

Yechezkeil's (albeit to a greater extent). Yechezkeil HaNavi's defining

prophetic vision was the Ma'asei HaMerkava (for want of a better

translation, the divine chariot), which we read as Haftara on Shevuos. It

would seem, therefore, that the perception achieved by the B'nei

Yisrael at the Yam Suf was one of the Ma'asei HaMerkava. Whilst the

nature of the Ma'asei HaMerkava is one of the deepest, most esoteric

mysteries in the universe, one which is forbidden to teach in public

(see Meseches Chagiga), let us try to understand, in a general way,

what the term means and how it relates to the events of our Sedra.

Rav Yitzchak Hutner A”H explains the concept of Merkava in the

following manner. In the ordinary course of events, one's Kavod is

greatest on home territory – a king's grandeur is at its peak when he

resides in his palace. Rashi's famous comment at the beginning of Lech

Lecha that a journey reduces “Sheim” - renown - is based on this
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 4.03pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 4.08pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 4.01pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 3.31pm

Ovos uBonim 6.31pm

y"w onf seq 10.17am

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am
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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Bernard Levey on the occassion of the birth

of a grand-daughter in Israel.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs David Issler on the occasion of their son,

Pini’s Chassuneh this week.

There will be a Kiddush this Shabbos after Davening sponsored by

Mr & Mrs Dovzi Lopian on the occasion of the Yahrzeit of Ann’s

mother.

Avi & Debbie Stern invite the Kehilla to a Kiddush this Shabbos to

celebrate the birth of their daughter Chani. The Kiddush takes

place at their home, 40 Singleton Road - Mazel Tov!

A reminder that the children’s Shabbos group takes place this

Shabbos.

Kiddush

Shabbos Group

mini zkix`

Mr Berele Halpern is sitting Shiva in Israel for his father until Monday

morning. He can be contacted on 00 972 526 160 885.

Newsletter Divrei Torah
We will shortly run out of our stock of member’s Divrei Torah for

the newsletter. If anyone is willing to write a Dvar Torah for a week,

can they please speak to Yitzchok Steinhaus.

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 4.20pm (Shabbos 4.15pm)

Late Maariv Minyan 8.00pm

notion. There is, however, one form of journey that is designed to

maximise Kavod. When a king travels in procession – in his chariot – his

splendour is no less than when sitting on his throne. A chariot,

therefore, is something that transforms a situation from one that

diminishes Kavod to one that enhances it. When we speak of Hashem's

Merkava, therefore, we are speaking of something that promotes

Hashem's Kavod in circumstances that would otherwise have the

opposite effect.

Hakol Biydei Shamayim – Hashem controls everything. Chutz Miyiras

Shamayim – one area, however, appears to fall outside of Hashem's

influence; man's free-willed choices. The Mishna in Pirkei Avos tells us,

however, that “Hakol Tzafui, Vehareshus Nesuna,” Hashem's absolute

foreknowledge and control over all of creation is not diminished by the

genuine free will humans exercise. This deep paradox is one the

Rambam tells us we cannot truly fathom. Here we see the concept of

Merkava at work; man's free will ostensibly detracts from Hashem's

Kavod, but in fact Hashem is master of all, there is no loss of Kavod at all.

The Mitzrim pursued K'lal Yisrael with the intent of inflicting a terrible

defeat and the ultimate Chilul Hashem. They would show that they had

not been vanquished by Hashem's Makos and they would ultimately

overcome Hashem and His people. In reality, each step the Mitzrim

took towards what they thought would be this great victory was a step

closer to their total destruction in the greatest miracle of all. The more

eagerly they chased the B'nei Yisrael into the sea, the faster they were

bringing about their own demise. Here we see in live action the

principle of Merkava: the very free will the Mitzrim were using in their

attempt to finally overcome Hashem was that which brought about the

greatest K'vod Hashem and demonstrated Hashem's total control of

events.
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Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 5.16pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 4.15pm
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1. Name the second place where the camped.

2. Which sarcastic comment did the make to ?

3. What happened to the pillar of cloud as they crossed

the ?

4. Which from the are said elsewhere in

davening?

5. Describe the “oasis” of

6. How much did the head of each family have to collect

daily?

7. What was told to do to the rock (in )?

H. From which two tribes did raise an army?
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May we soon merit to understand how all of man's actions throughout

history have been guided by Hashem towards a single destination.

“And Israel saw the great hand that G-d inflicted upon Egypt; and the

people feared G-d, and they had faith in G-d and in Moshe his servant.”

(Shemos/Exodus 14:31) The Midrash expounds that prior to this

moment in history when the Sea of Reeds came crashing down upon

the Egyptian army the Jews did not truly fear G-d, but from that point

forward they did. But the Jews had been eyewitness to ten miraculous

and devastating plagues that wiped out the largest empire in the world.

If that did not cause them to fear G-d, what was unique about the

splitting of the sea that suddenly led them to change their minds?

Bais Halevi explains that the miracle at the sea was completely different

from anything they had witnessed until then. Since the Jews had not yet

been commanded to fulfill mitzvos while they were in Egypt, they had

not performed these meritorious acts that would deem them worthy

of miraculous salvation. Thus, the miracles that took place in Egypt were

Divine retribution for the unusual cruelty they inflicted upon the Jews.

Indeed, this was why they initially only asked to serve G-d in the desert

for three days rather than to be set free. The Egyptian denial of such a

small request was all the more rationale to punish them.

At the end of their Egyptian exile, G-d gave the Jews their first few

mitzvos and, with them, the opportunity to merit their own salvation. At

great personal risk, the Jews took lambs, an Egyptian deity, and offered

them as sacrifices to G-d. They also demonstrated an immense trust in

G- d, wandering into the desert to serve Him, and staying there with

neither any natural form of protection from the elements nor sufficient

food and water to last them for an extended period of time. In the merit

of these acts the sea split for them. Unlike the plagues of Egypt, the

splitting of the sea was an act of kindness and mercy. The water

crashing down on the Egyptians was wholly consistent with nature; the

miracle was that it stood up for the Jews. Previously they had seen G-d

suspend nature to punish the perpetrators of evil. But now they saw, as

G-d performed a miracle for them in His infinite love and benevolence,

His attribute of justice used the same miraculous event to punish the

Egyptians. This national epiphany for the Children of Israel was the

source of their newfound fear and awe of G-d. The Oneness of the

Divine dictated that they benefit from G-d’s acts of Divine justice against

the Egyptians while the Egyptians suffer from His mercy for the Jews.

Unlike the finite human, whose acts of kindness are simply that, G-d

always maintains all of His attributes: all of His acts are multifaceted and

impacting the world in more ways than we can fathom. None of His

acts are simple, so even when an event appears to us to be a simple

kindness or a warranted punishment - how much more so a tragedy we

cannot attempt to explain - we must remember there are other facets

and ripples that we not only do not see, but cannot even begin to

comprehend.
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