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with his tale of how he ended up at Ohr Somayach in Jerusalem
where his eyes were opened to up the excitement of Torah life.
He and his companion Debra had completed their doctorates in

210 710 family counseling, although they were not married, and they
Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Johnny Goodman on the birth of a decided to travel throughout Europe before settling down to
daughter. practice.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Geoff Horwich and family on the While in France, Michael explained, they met a little old man on a
Chassuneh of Aharon to Cassie this past week. bicycle who asked them why they are here in France and asserted

that they should go to Israel which was not in their plans at all.

Ladies Tu B'Shvat Event When they reached Greece where the Mediterranean Sea makes

The ladiies (and girls from year 11 upwards) of the Kehilla are Israel accessible they altered their course and set sail for Israel.
invited to a pre-Tu B'Shvat event this Sunday from 8.00pm for a While they were traveling in the north of Israel, in the mystical
fruity, fun and relaxing evening. artsy area of Sefad they were confronted by another little old
There will be a raffle for fruit arrangements, with many to choose man on a bicycle who suggested strongly that they go to
from. Full details on the back page. Jerusalem and look into a Yeshiva and discover their heritage.

v oy : g, vg % . At that moment one of the most charmingly humorous and utterly
: M R O ) oy tef o ] G o ' '
! MEW& 023 LATE& i ME M@ o0 LAW% i elegant lines I've ever heard were uttered by Reb Nota Schiller the

Dean of Ohr Somayach Jerusalem who was sitting there listening

Like a GPS Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org) with his arm draped around the back of the chair of Joe
It happened when Pharaoh sent out the people that G-d did not lead Tannenbaum zl a true giant of generosity and Jewish philanthropy.
them by the way of the land of the Philistines, because it was near, for Rabbi Schiller said to Mr. Tannenbaum in a tone just audibly
G-d said, “Perhaps the people will reconsider when they see a war, enough for the assembled, “Joe, you don’t know how expensive it
and they will return to Egypt.” So G-d turned the people toward the is to put these little men on bicycles all over the world!”

way of the Wilderness of the Sea of Reeds...HASHEM went before Michael and Debra came to Jerusalem, based again on the
them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them on the way, and by nightin suggestion of a little old man on a bicycle. He checked into Ohr
a pillar of fire to give them light, so they could travel day and night. Somayach, and she into Neve Yerushelaim from curiosity at first.
HASHEM spoke to Moshe saying, “Speak to the Children of Israel and Their touring ended right then and there but their journey had just
let them turn back and encamp before Pi-ahirot, between Migdol and begun. After a while they were reintroduced. Now they have a
the sea, before Baal-tzephon you shall encamp before opposite it by wonderful Jewish family.

the sea. Pharaoh will say of the Children of Israel, ‘They are imprisoned in What looks like a confusion to the casual observer and what feels like
the land; the Wilderness has locked them in!’ | will harden the heart of chaos to the protagonist may very well be a well-orchestrated and
Pharaoh and he will pursue them, and I will be glorified through Pharach finely directed play. On stage there are all types of actors guiding and

and his entire army, and Egypt will know | am HASHEM!” And so they prodding each player to their destination just like a GPS.
did! (Shemos 13:17-22 and 14:1-4)

Here we have the unfolding of an ultra-dramatic “chase scene” which
we know ends well. We are granted a perfect insight into the strategic The Week Ahead
thinking that spared the Children of Israel from frightening

disappgintment gnd how Pharaoh was mislgd and lured into the trap nYwa NYA Nav
of;hkag t;he Children of !srael Wzre blunﬁlermg V\t/hen thez: Wer\?/ re;l}ly Candle Lighting and Shabbos 4.39pm
under strict super supervision and surveillance at every step. We the .
reading audience have the best human seat in the house to enjoy the Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 4.44pm
ultimate of theatrics. Seder Halimud 8.40am
It's clear to us that the Children of Israel were not real lost and Stwachans 9.00am
floundering in the Wilderness, but to the earthly human observer, like v '7,"07 j'o ) 10.06am
the participants such as the Children of Israel and Pharaoh and his army Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 4.04pm
it sure felt and looked just the opposite. Maybe that’'s why it takes not Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 1.30pm / 4.34pm
just a poetic soul but a prophetic soul like Dovid to declare with Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 5.49pm
(csgfi?er;%ea )"HASHEM is my shepherd, (therefore) | lack nothing! Ovos UBonim 6.49pm

eniiim :

Sund 7.15 8.20

| remember it like yesterday although it was more than 31 years uncay am/ am
ago. It was at an Aufruf at Yeshiva Ohr Somayach in Monsey before Monday / Thursday ' 6.45am /7.10am
the development of their beautiful sprawling campus. We were all Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am /7.20am
crammed into the Beis Midrash for the Kiddush. Mincha & Maariv All Week 4.50pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)
Michael, the Chosson was captivating the listeners in the room Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  4.58pm (Shabbos 4.53pm)

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk




Israel's Secret Weapon Rabbi Pinchas Avruch (Torah.org)

Even after the climactic conclusion of the Jewish nation's departure
from Egypt with the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds, their journey to Mount
Sinai was not without travail. The battle initiated by Amalek - intended
more as a challenge to G-d than an attack on His chosen people -
created a state of war that continues to this day. As soon as the
Amalekite offensive commenced upon the weakest of the children of
Israel, "Moshe said to Yehoshua (Joshua), 'Choose men for us and go
out, do battle with Amalek; tomorrow | will stand on top of the hill with
the staff of G-d in my hand." (Shemos/Exodus 17:9) In all of the
challenges Moshe faced during his heretofore-brief leadership, he had
never before called on Yehoshua for assistance. Why did this crisis
initiate Yehoshua's involvement?

The Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisrael Mayer Kagan; 1838-1933; author of
basic works in Jewish law, philosophy and ethics; acknowledsed as
the foremost leader of Torah Jewry at the turn of the last century)
explains that Yehoshua's strength was his constant involvement in Torah
study. Thus, he was best suited to challenge Amalek whose strength
was borne in the laxity the children of Israel demonstrated in toiling in
Torah, as Mechilta notes that the name of the battle site - Refidim - came
from the weakness (‘rafah", in Hebrew) of the Jews in Torah, which
allowed Amalek to apjproach. Furthermore, when Moshe specifically
asked Yehoshua to "go out' to war, he used the command "tzei", a
word which implies "you YOURSELF go out," to convey that the key to
victory was in Yehoshua's hand and in his merit.

Rabbi Kagan continues that the primacy of Torah involvement in
determining the victor in battle is indicated in the Torah's verbiage later
in this chapter. During the battle with Amalek, Moshe kept his hands
elevated to keep the focus of the warriors heavenward. When Moshe's
strength faltered and his hands dropped, the momentum of the battle
would switch to Amalek's favor, until Moshe raised his hands and the
renewed focus on G-d would sway the battle to the Jews' favor. But
the Torah's word choices that convey that Moshe raised his hands and
lowered his hands are more literally translated as "when Moshe WILL
raise his hands...when he WILL lower his hands". The Chofetz Chaim
elaborates that this reference to the future tells us that in every
generation the strength of the Jewish people is the strength of its Torah:
when our Torah is strong, we win; when our Torah is neglected, we
suffer (Heaven forbid).

Our fellow Jews around the world are threatened in ways not seen in
over half a century. In Israel and in Europe Jewish lives are at risk, and
many North American universities and media outlets come to the
defense of our persecutors. At this time, the politicians cannot find a
solution and the military cannot find a solution....out we DO possess the
solution. Another weekly parsha sheet, a weekly Jewish learning class,
ten minutes of our lunch break reading a Jewish study text instead of
the daily paper or our favorite web log. When we follow Moshe's
example and we elevate ourselves with Torah, we fortify our own
Jewish commitment while we buttress the security of the entire Jewish
people.

Does One Need To Honor A Student?
Yehuda Katz (Shortvort.com)

And Mosha said to Joshua, "Choose for us men, and go out to fight with
Amalek.....(17:9)

Rashi comments that the Rabbis learn out that since Mosha used the
words "for us", Mosha compared Joshua to himself. Hence, "let the
honor of your student be dear to you as yourself (also refer to Pirkei
Avot 4:19)...... A question can be asked, why is it so important for a
teacher to honor his student as himself? In other words, what insight is
Mosha teaching us about the "teacher-student relationship" that would
warrent a teacher to honor his students? Remember, Mosha being the
quintessential teacher........!I!

Perhajps the answer is as follows: When a student learns from a teacher,
a student primarily absorbs the teachers spirit into him or herself. Even if
the student were to write volumes and volumes of Torah knowledge, a
carefull study of these volumes would reveal the teachers definite

1. What does owinn literally mean?

9. How did ny1o go into battle?

3. Why did the pillar of cloud go behind the ‘7&wr ma?

4. How many “right hand”s does 'n have?

5. For how long did the food last which they brought from onxn?
6. What happened to the melted n?

7. Did nwn hit the non onto or into the rock?

H. For what did x1o'o ask from 71, and what did she give him?

influence on the student. The student in essence becomes the
teachers voice, even after the teacher has departed from this world.
The spirit and voice of the teacher lives on, namely through his
students. Mosha understood this, and thus bestowed honor on
Joshua in graditude for such a kindness. Perhaps this is the meaning
behind the first Mishnah in Pirkei Avot when it states, "Mosha received
the Torah from Sinai, and handed it to Joshua, and Joshua to the Elders,
etc."

The legacy of Mosha is everlasting, even to our generation and beyond,
through the transmission of Torah learning from one generation to the
next. If we were to listen carefully to our own Torah learning, perhaps
we would be able to perceive the voice and spirit of Mosha......... Its
interesting to note that to this very day we refer to Mosha as "our
teacher'(RABBENU), since his spirit and voice is still alive and
present........... This is a very powerfull revelation that can perhapes
motivate us to even greater heights in our torah learning......... The lesson
of the Torah is two fold, namely (1)graditude is a fundamental principal
of the Torah,and (2)our Torah learning surely resonates with the spirit
and voice of Mosha Rabbenu......

Ladies and girls (Year 11 upwards)

of the Kehilla are invited to a

pre-Tu B'Shvat fruity, fun and f
44

relaxing evening!

Come and join us fér. 2 "3‘3
Fruit arranging with a difference,

Tutti Frutti Refreshments ... é
and more

Sunday 5th February m e ,
8.00pm in the Shul hall -
Cover Charge £4
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