
aeh lfn

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Michael Freedman on the Pidjon

HaBen of their grandson. Mazel Tov to great-grandparents Mr

& Mrs Bernard Markovic

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Mordechai Tabor on Bris of their son,

Binyomin Dovid.

Kiddush This Shabbos
There will be a Kiddush after Davenning this Shabbos which

is being co-sponsored by Mr & Mrs Nissim Hassan (on the

occasion of his birthday - happy birthday!) and Mr & Mrs

Yochanan Di-Veroli (to mark their move to Cambridge miigl

melyle)

Children’s Shabbos Group
The children’s Shabbos group restarts this Shabbos.

Winter Shiurim Schedule
This Sunday evening, R’ Dani Epstein completes his mini-

series on Tefilloh. This week Shiur is .entitled “Practical

Philosophy in Tefilloh”.

All previous Shiurim are available to listen to or download via

the Shul website.

Please note, Rabbi Kanterovitz’s Shiur has been rescheduled

to the 10th of February.

Candle Lighting and Shabbos 4.23pm

A Seamless Integration On A Higher Plane
Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

A good Rabbi tries to have a repertoire of inspiring Torah thoughts to

draw upon at a moment's notice. One never knows when one may be

called upon to speak. Stocking up on a few divrei Torah, and rolling one

of them out when asked to say a few words, however, often falls

somewhat short. These recycled thoughts tend to sound rehearsed,

lacking spontaneity and freshness.

The remedy I have found is to internalize a few ideas and thoughts

about which one is truly passionate and which are so fundamental they

apply almost universally. They ideas do not have to be twisted and

stretched to fit an occasion, but spring forth naturally, almost of their

own accord.

One such thought is particularly suited to wedding or sheva brochos

events. It is related to the famous saying of the sages that the bringing

together of husband and wife is as difficult to accomplish as the

splitting of the Yam Suf, the Red Sea. This is difficult to understand. For

Hashem, the miraculous and the natural are one; both require no effort.

This is reflected in the Torah's description of the splitting of the sea that

we read in this week's Torah portion: Moshe lifted up his staff and the

waters split with a mighty roar. In what way can this miracle be

understood as "difficult" for Hashem?
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 4.28pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

y"w onf seq 10.12am

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 4.42pm (Shabbos 4.37pm)

Furthermore, don't the Sages tell us that Hashem had programmed into

the Creation that the Red sea should part for the Jews on their way to

the promised land? Where is the parallel between this pre-ordained

miracle and the pairing of chosson and kallah ?

The answer lies in the fundamental concept that what appears in any

given "shidduch" to be a new union of two separate individuals, is

actually the re-unification of those two components that were formerly

a single entity.

This process is readily apparent in the miracle of the splitting of the sea.

Before it split, it was one entity - a large body of water flowing in an

uninterrupted manner. It then split into two walls, one opposite the

other, to fulfill G-d's will and allow the Jewish people to pass through.

At the conclusion of their mission, the two walls came crashing down

and united as before.

In a parallel vein, the souls of husband and wife were actually one unit in

the celestial fields before they descended to earth. The original man,

Adom, and his wife, Chava, were previously two sides of one person.

They were then separated in order that each serve as an ezer k'negdo, a

corresponding support of strength to one another. So too, in this

world, a soul is split into two units and invested in separate bodies with

entirely different life conditions. They come together as husband and

wife, and at the end of life's journey, the two souls will once again

reunite in heaven as one for eternity.

It is for this reason that the Talmud teaches us that Rav Chiya would

dance before a bride and groom, reminding them of the day of death.

He wasn't simply sobering them up to the day of reality; he was adding

to their joy and giving them a deeper awareness and appreciation that

finding one another and living as husband and wife is merely a reflection

of a deeper reality. Their true marriage was and will be for eternity in the

world to come.

Drawing on a personal experience helps me to conceptualize this

rather esoteric and mystical concept. My father of blessed memory,
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Ovos uBonim 6.34pm

glya zyxt zay

Monday / Thursday 6.45am / 7.10am

Sunday 7.15am / 8.20am



www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk

was a passionate collector of Hebraic. His stellar collection included

many 16th century works and I benefited greatly from his fascinating

knowledge of the great authors in the Jewish communities where these

profound seforim were produced. To a collector, the title page of any

early work is the most valuable part of the book as it provides all the vital

details and information regarding the author and the sefer's origin. The

information was invariably imparted in a beautiful woodcut. Yet, the title

page more often than not in bad condition, tattered and worn, if not

wholly ruined.

My father would painstakingly assemble the fragments and have them

re-sewn together. He delighted in showing me some restored title

pages in which it was hard to detect that the pieces had been

delicately re-glued and resewn. However, when the page was lifted to

the light, the thick lines and patches were clearly visible; one could see

that the page was carefully reconstructed.

One time, my father acquired a particularly valuable work with a badly

torn title page. A friend referred him to a master craftsman who worked

for the British museum restoring old Paris manuscripts. My father was

delighted when this man accepted the book and agreed to restore it.

He cautioned my father that this would take a few years and he couldn't

give a precise date for its return.

I recall the happy occasion when this sefer was finally returned. That

Friday night after the meal, my father produced this sefer from its place

on the bookshelf with a triumphant flourish. "Look!" he told me. "Lift up

the title page to the light and see what a craftsman this fellow is!" Only

after squinting carefully at the page could I faintly detect the seam lines

where the page had been restored. It was truly a master craftsman's

work of art.

Husband and wife are part of the same "title page." A single entity is

separated into two souls by Hashem and ordained from the beginning

of time to be re-united in this world. The true ideal union is achieved

when we respect, accommodate and empathize with one another.

When we reach this level of union, learning to live for one another with

the goalof fulfilling the will of our Creator, then just as the two pillars of

water merged seamlessly after all the Jews passed through, we too will

be seamlessly integrated in the Hereafter.

There is no greater blessing to offer a chosson and kallah than that they

should be zoche to this exalted union. It is a blessing that leads to the

spiritual bliss we all strive for.

When it Lains it Pours Rabbi Yochanan Zweig (Torah.org)

"...they went for a three-day period in the Wilderness, but they did not

find water"(15:22)

After emerging from the Red Sea, Bnei Yisroel traveled for three days

without water to drink. Moshe led them to Marah where they

discovered water but realized that it was bitter and therefore,

undrinkable. Moshe then cried out to Hashem who instructed him to

take a tree and cast it into the water. Moshe did as he was instructed

and the waters were miraculously sweetened.

The Talmud understands the lack of water to be an allusion to the lack of

Torah, for Torah is compared to water. Therefore Moshe established

that the Torah be read Mondays and Thursdays to ensure that three

days would not pass without Torah study. The Baalei Hatosfos ask why

he specifically chose Mondays and Thursdays. Other combinations of

days could accomplish the same goal.

The Midrash relates that the Shabbos complained to Hashem, "Each

day of the week has a mate, except for me." Hashem placated the

Shabbos with the following response: "Bnei Yisroel will be your mate."

What is the notion of a day having a mate? What are the mates of the

other days of the week?

The Rambam teaches that everything in creation was formed from four

basic elements: fire, water, earth, and air. Analysis of Creation reveals

one of the four elements to be predominant on each day. On Sunday,

Hashem created light, which is essentially the element of fire. Monday

brought the creation of the sky, which the Torah describes as a

separation of waters. Clearly, water is the dominant element. On

Tuesday, dry land with its vegetation was created; this is the element of

earth. The cycle is then repeated; on Wednesday, Hashem made two

large lights to rule by day and by night, again the element of fire. On

Thursday, all swimming and flying creatures were created, which were,

according to the Talmud, generated from the very water itself. Friday

issued in the creation of animals, followed by man, both of whom

emerged from the earth. Hence, man was called Adam, from the word

"adamah", which means "earth".

The Midrash is teaching that, just as everything in this world is

produced by a male-female union, the elements themselves which

Hashem used for Creation have male and female properties as well;

these properties combine to produce the creations in which they play

a predominant role. Sunday - Wednesday was the union which

produced creations that are anchored by the element of fire. Similarly,

Monday - Thursday produced creations which consist primarily of

water. Tuesday and Friday introduced the earth-based creations. Since

the basis for Moshe's enactment was the interpretation of water as a

reference to Torah, the two days selected were the ones on which the

element of water was dominant.

The only element not accounted for is "ru'ach" - "air". This element is the

most spiritual of the four, which is apparent from the verses

themselves: At the onset of Creation, Hashem's presence was

described as "ru'ach Elokim". In His creative mode Hashem is

described as "ru'ach". It is therefore most appropriate that "ru'ach" is

dominant on Shabbos, for it is the union between Bnei Yisroel and

Shabbos which generates the sanctity that permeates the remaining

days of the week and gives them their existence.

On Wednesday morning we recite the verse "lechu neranena" at the

end of the Psalm of the day. It is not coincidental that this verse also

introduces our Friday night liturgy, for Shabbos generates the energy

for the rest of the days of the week. The first three days derive their

energy from the Shabbos which has passed and the next three days

from the upcoming Shabbos. We therefore recite the verses of the

Shabbos liturgy at the end of Wednesday's Psalm of the week for we

are entering the portion of the week which is influenced by the next

Shabbos.


