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Mazel Tov to the Mr & Mrs Robert Berman on the occasion
of the Chassuneh of their daughter.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Simon Grant and Mr Yitzchok
Dominitz on the occasion this Shabbos of the Bar Mitzva of
their son, Mordechai. The Kehilla is invited to a Kiddush after
Davenning in the Hall.

Children’s Shabbos Group

The children’s Shabbos group takes place this Shabbos.
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The Foundation of Marriage

Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

And he said to Ephron in the ears of the regular people, “If you
would only listen to me, | have given money for the field, take from
me so that | may bury my dead” . ....(Breishis 23:13)

Let us take a look at the inner workings of the Torah. This verse, which
refers to Avraham buying a field to bury his beloved wife Sara, is
actually an address for learning a law about a seemingly different
subject. The first Mishne in Kiddushin deals with three procedures
that cement a marriage. One way that we are familiar with is through
“Kessef”-money or anything of equal value. This is on display at
every Chasuna when the groom gives the bride a ring in front of
witnesses. This makes the boy and girl into an officially married
couple. The Gemora besins to analyze the information presented
in the Mishne to discover the source for such a notion asking,
“Where in the Written Torah do find this idea of money achieving
marriage?”

Now things start to get a little tricky! The Talmud now references a
verse from Devarim that says as follows, “When a man will take a
woman...”.(Devarim 24:5) This verse is speaking explicitly about
the subject of marriage. The word “take” which is the verb that
accomplishes marriage now becomes the operative term. How
does a man take a woman? The Gemora zeros in a verse regarding
Avraham'’s purchase of the field to bury Sara. “The money for the
field, take from me...” This logical hyperlink is called a Gazera
Shoveh- which equates and shares the properties of one situation
to a seeming unrelated case using the entire Torah a self-referential
dictionary. Since Avraham was asking Ephron to take the money to
purchase the field then logically that is what catalyzes the marriage.

| used this example many times at seminars to explain the dynamics
of the Oral Torah and clarify its relationship with the Written Torah.
Most always there were both men and women in the lecture room
and | could alreadly feel at this point the room heating up with a

growing objection. Realizing that it would be only a matter of time
before someone walked out in disgust from the lady’s section or a
pocket book might be aimed at my head, it became almost an
emergency that something be said and the explanation had better
better be- a good one. | understand very well the potential
contention. It's not to be dismissed. | might have the very same
problem. Is a woman to be purchased like a field? Is he to take her
with money? Is that coarse analogy valid and is it acceptable to the
Torah? Let’s take a closer look!

| once presented to a Rebbe a challenging personal question and
received a most surprising answer. My wife and | were newly
married and there was a generous offer from someone to buy us
some big ticket item like a car or living room furniture, | can’t recall.
Qur concern was that this gift, although free in monetary terms,
might have the heavy tax of personal obligations associated. We
weren't sure we were same for the potential entanglements. After
a brief cost-benefit analysis the Rabbi told us that it was important
for these people to be involved with what we are doing, raising a
Jewish family and such. We would have to manage the risk
diplomatically. | was a little surprised. | thought | was being noble
and pure somehow by refusing to accept the gift. | countered
back, “But Rebbe, Sone’ matanos yichiyal-King Solomon said in
Mishlei, “One who hates sifts will live!” To which the Rebbe
answered, “Take it and hate it!” | realized then that sometimes taking
is a forming of giving!

Let’s get back to our field situation. The comparison is not what it
seems superficially. Sure, Avraham is acquiring a field with money.
What causes the field to be his? Which verb is it that makes it
happen? “Take!” Avraham is not taking the field. The word “take” is
in the context of giving! It's a form of giving! “Take the money!” How

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 3.53pm
Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 3.58pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am
w’{7 DT 90 9.47am
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 3.17pm
Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 1.30pm / 3.47pm
Maariv & Motzei Shablbos 5.02pm
Ovos uBonim 6.02pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 6.45am /7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 3.50pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  3.45pm (Shabbos 3.50pm)
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Yeshiva. Every time the Rav would talk about the donating for the
construction of the new building, the man would begin to
expound on a different Torah topic. Finally, Rav Kahaneman told
him the following story:

e |

Awoman in Poland had a daughter who was well past her prime.
The matchmaker suggested that she alter her passport and
claim she was much younger than her true age. He explained
that he knew a Polish passport official, who, for the right price,
could make her any age she would like.
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The official met the woman and then looked at the girl. "Oh, this
is not a major problem. | am sure that there must have been an
error in processing the original document. Of course, we can
rectify this most egregious error. In fact, for a small service fee
of 500 zloty | can take seven years off the date on her birth
certificate, and we can have her at 21 years old!"
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Despite the steep service charge, the mother heartily agreed
and quickly took the money from her purse. Feeling that there
w Oimax P were many more zloty from where the first 500 came from the
mpan LRYHW? oy officer held up his hand. "You know what," he smiled devilishly,
"maybe there was a bigger error than we actually had thought!
Actually, for 700 zloty | could make her 20 years old!"

Reluctantly, the mother agreed and went to her purse for more
Zloty. At that point, the officer began to get quite greedy. "You

o . ) ] know, he said, for an additional 300 zloty, | could even have her
Maybe it is no mistake that we learn from the final tribute that at18!"

Avraham exerted on behalf of his beloved wife Sara the
foundation of marriage!
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is marriage made? Not by taking! The man gives! That's how he
takes! The woman receives, she takes (the sift) and that's how she
gives.

The mother became very nervous. Quickly she handed over the
700 zloty and yelled, "No, thank you. 20 years old is fine!" She
Take My Money, Please!  RabbiMordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org) grabbed her daughter. "Quick," she shouted, "let's get out of

The stories of Sefer Braishis are the guideposts of morality for the ~ here! Soon we will be left with no more zloty and no more
Jewish nation. They teach us ethics and guide our character. ~ Years!
Sometimes we can even apply their lessons to teach us even the  The Rav's message struck its mark. The man stopped his Torah-

simple and practical ways of the world. This week we can even filled filibuster and handed over a sizable check.

learn alittle business acumen from our forefather, Avraham. Avraham knew his negotiating partner well. He understood that the

In this week's portion, Avraham sets out to find a burial site for his  Jonger Ephron would wait, the more time Sora would lie in state, and
wife, Sora. He approaches the children of Ches and asks to meet  the more expensive the transaction would become. As soon as he
Ephron, who sanctimoniously offers any plot of land and  heard the false graciousness of Ephron, Avraham immediately told
benevolently offers it for nothing. him that he would pay full price - on one condition. Take the money

Avraham does not jump at the offer, but immediately declares that ~ and give me the plot. He understood when it was time to do what
he is readly to pay top dollar: in fact, even before Ephron uses the had to be done and move on. He was not interested in prolonging
words, "oehold | have given it to you," Avraham responds, "l have ~ negotiations that would only leave him without money and perhaps
given you the money! Take it from me! And now allow me to bury ~ Withoutland.

my dead.' Often it is worthwhile to take a hit and leave, because the pain of the
Then, in a quick turnabout, Ephron announces an exorbitant price. ~ Momentis far less than the agony of insincerity.
which Avraham, without bargaining or negotiating, pays

immediately.

The entire transaction is strange. Despite Ephron's generous 7"‘ ‘

overtures, it seems that Avraham is throwing the money at him inan

effort to consummate the deal. And the minute a price is NY "n WS
mentioned, exorbitant as it may be, Avraham pays it without further 1. What meanings are given to the word n'79o1n7?
question. All it seems is that he wanted to close the deal and leave. 9. Why is ' referred to as omwn 778 in T 71097?
Why?

3. Why did the servant run to meet nj7a1?
Rabbi Yaakov Horowitz, the Bostoner Rebbe of Lawrence, NY once

, 4. Would 7nx be allowed to marry a mayas?
told me this wonderful anecdote:

5. What are omn?
6. What is the difference between a wife and a wa7o?
7. Why does the nqin inform us how long 7xynwr lived?

The Ponovezer Ray, Rabbi Yosef Kahanemen zt"l, was one of
the foremost builders of Torah in the post-war era. He was
also a remarkable fund-raiser. Once he was welcomed into the
home of a wealthy individual who was more interested in H. What was yaw-nma concerned about?
discussing Torah with him than giving money to the Ponevezer
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