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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Rafi Jaeger (now of Israel) on the birth of a son.
Winter Shiurim

We are happy to announce a series of three shiurim coming up
over the next month. On Sunday 22nd November, R’ Dovid
Eisenberg will speak on Insights into Chanukah Part 1, followed on
Sunday 6th December by Part 2. On Sunday 20th December,
Rabbi Stanton will speak on 1763-1772: remember Yom Tov? (An
analysis of the mathematics of the Jewish Calendar).

These shiurim take place in Shul at 8pm with a second Maariv
beforehand at 7.45pm.

Rosh Chodesh Breakfast List

The sponsorship list for the Rosh Chodesh breakfasts has
disappeared from the ‘notice board’. A replacement will be
posted though we would ask if anyone had previously booked a
kiddush, can they please get in touch with Dov.

T NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

Who's On First Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
A number of weeks ago, | wrote about Ishmael. Actually, | wrote about his
mother, and the piece was not so kind to her. | received scores of e-mail,
some praising the piece, others railing that it was not strong enough, and
still others decryingit, saying that it bordered on racism.

Today, once again, | am going to write about Ishmael. But before you gird
your loins, let me tell you that | won't speak about the biblical Ishmael, but
rather his namesake, Rabbilshmael.

You see, one of the great sages of the Talmud was named Rabbi Ishmael. A
fact that should shock our genteel readers. In fact, the Talmud is filled with
quotes from Rabbi Ishmael. But how did he get such a name? After all, why
would anyone name their child after the "wild-ass of a man whose hand is
against everyone, and everyone's hand is against him" (Genesis 16:11)?
Rabbi Yishmael's opinions are from the most significant in the entire Talmud
yet his name is surely not a Rabbinic one? Or perhaps there is more to
Ishmael than we truly know.

The answer is somewhat simple. It is base on two words in the Torah.
"Yitzchak and Yishmael." Let me put them in context. You see, the Torah tells
us "Abraham expired and died at a good old age, mature and content, and
he was gathered to his people. His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the
cave of Machpelah. (Genesis 25:8-9)." It seems innocuous enough. But
alas, the Talmud infers something from two words that turn Ishmael, from
the castigated wild-man, to one who is worthy of place in Jewish history, a
Talmudic giant bearing his name.

The Talmud in Bava Basra tells us, that from the fact that Ishmael , the older
son, yielded the precedence to Isaac, the more holy son, we gather that
Ishmael repented of his evil ways and, in fact this is what is meant by the
'good old age" mentioned in connection with Abraham's passing.
Amazing! An entire life's transformed is embodied in the smallest act of
letting a younger brother go first. And Ishmael becomes the hero after
whom the great rabbi is named! How is that? Just because he let his
younger brother go first? Is that really possible?

Volume 2 - Issue 18

Richard Busby (1606-1695), headmaster of the prestigious Westminster
School was a strict disciplinarian. It is reputed that in his 58 years as
headmaster only one pupil passed through the school without being
personally beaten by Busby. With its fine reputation, the school was visited
byKing Charles Il.

As Dr. Busby was showing King Charles Il around the schoal, it was noticed
that, contrary to etiquette, the headmaster kept his hat on in the royal
presence. One of the kings aides, mention this flagrant violation of protocol
to the headmaster.

Bushy demurred. He excused himself in these words: "It would not do for
my boys to suppose that there existed a greater man on earth than 1"

Think about it. Who was at that funeral? All of Ishmael's srandchildren, each
strongly entrenched in the belief that they were the descendants of the
truly chosen son.

And now comes Avraham's funeral, an occasion attended by hundreds of
his followers and admirers. Protocol would have the true heir walk first. It's
the perfect setting to make a statement. It is the setting where you can insist
that you are the true heir and tell the world, that now, with the passing of
Avraham, "there is no greater man on earth than 1."

Yet Ishmael defers. He lets Isaac go first. It is perhaps a greater act than laying
down a sword or embracing an enemy. It is breaking an ingrained character
trait. And breaking a character trait, breaking the desire for a little bit of
respectin the eyes of observers is a true sign of greatness.

Thank you Rabbi Yishmael's mom for letting us know that. Thank you
Yishmael for being so brave. Pass the message on.

The Dignity of the Stranger Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

She descended to the spring, filled her jug and ascended. The servant ran
towards her and said, “Let me sip please, a little, from your water jug.” She
said, “Drink my lord” and she hurried, and lowered her jug to her hands and
gave him drink. When she finished giving him drink, she said, “I will draw
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 4.00pm

Mincha 4.05pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

W’i7 0T 910 9.49am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 1.30pm / 4.02pm
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 4.392pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 5.07pm

Ovos uBonim 6.07pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.20am/8.20am
Sunday Mincha & Maariv 4.00pm

Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday wTn wx1  7.00am

Friday 7.20am

Maariv Mon - Thurs 7.45pm

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  3.55pm (Shabbos 3.50pm)
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(water) even for your camels until they have finished drinking.” So she
hurried and she emptied her jug into the trough and kept running to the
well to draw (water) and she drew for all his camels. (Breishis 24:16- 20)
Rivka may not have known but she was trying out for the position of
Matriarch of the Jewish People. What was her test and how did she display
her worthiness? Well the story line tells us of her extraordinary display of
kindliness to even to the 10 camels of Eliezer the servant of Avraham. So
she gets the job of Mother of a Nation because of her extra sensitivity and
concern for animals? Realizing, of course, she did demonstrate, thereby,
the abundance of her native kindliness, there is still room to wonder aloud
whether or not it was her concern for animals that tipped the scale in her
favor or something else!?

Why does the Torah tell us that Rivka “emptied her jug into the trough”
before running to fetch more water for the camels? Of all the matters in the
universe why is it that this detail is included? Why did she first announce her
intention to feed the animals before spilling the water into the trough and
getting into high gear? What does this add? What do we learn about her
unique qualifications for the task to which she is about to be appointed?
The story is told about Rabbi Akiva Eiger ztl. that a guest at his table had
clumsily toppled a glass of red wine on the pristine white Shabbos table
cloth. The Rabbi reacted immediately and almost instinctively. He jarred the
table in such a way that his glass of wine spilled as well. What a ploy and
play of unrehearsed sensitivity he displayed in that one move and all just to
protect the other fellow’s feelings of embarrassment.

In a similar way Rivka preserved the inherent honor of the man Eliezer. He
had requested a drink. She could have poured into another vessel or into
his mouth but rather she gave him to drink from the jug directly in the most
dignified fashion. After this stranger drinks from her jug a new dilemma is
born. Can she deliver home a partially filled jug or one out of which a
stranger has just partaken? If you owned a grocery store and a customer, for
whatever reason took a swig from a gallon container of milk, and returned it
to the shelf, what would you, the proprietor do?

1) Would you reseal and resell it at a slight discount? 2) Would you spill it
out! 3) Wouldyou give to the cat?

Rivka was alert to a number of matters. 1) Spilling the water out is wasteful.
9) Spilling it in front of him is insulting. 3) The pain of thirst of the animals is
also a pressing obligation waiting to be fulfilled by someone.

Therefore Rivka cleverly announced her intentions first before emptying the
jug into the water trough to spare him even a moment of personal
discomfort. Only then did she launch into her heroic activity to care for his
ten camels, fueling them like ten Mack Trucks and all by hand. The whole
giant effort may have included a desire to be economical as well as to
guench some creaturely thirsts but it may have been mostly motivated by a
desire to maintain to the dignity of the stranger.

FREE LAND *(40,000 service charge) RabbiYaakovMenken (Torah.org)
When the time came for Avraham to bury Sarah, he knew the exact location
that he wanted (the Cave of Machpela), and its owner: Efron the Hittite. So

Brainteacerse

Here is this week's brainteaser based on the sedra:

a) What do the following four sedras only have in
common? IX 1Yl MY "n XY
b) Four different men in N'UX11 190 shared the same
name. One is mentioned in this week’s sedra, where
are the other 3 mentioned?

Answer Next Week ...
Last Week’s Answer
a) Which is the only name (of a person) in the Nn1IN
beginning with a 0?
nao
b) Which important difference is there between the NNID
Amido and the 2'MYD Amido this coming Sunday?

From last Sunday Maariv onwards, if you are not sure whether
you said Mashiv Haruach, you do not repeat the Amido

Avraham goes to the Hittites, and
asks to speak to Efron.

During the story of the negotiations
and Avraham's purchase, Efron is
mentioned some eight times, always
spelled Ayin Fey Reish Vav Nun.
Except once: when the money is
handed over, it says that Avraham
gave the money to Ayin Fey Reish
Nun - without a Vav.

Why? Rashi explains that this Vav was
taken away from Efron, because he
said a lot, and did not even do a
little. When first approached, he said
to Avraham ('in front of all the
Hittltes, all those that came within the
gates of the city"), "No, | don't want
you to pay forit! It's a gift, please take
it to bury your dead." So in public he
declared that he would give
Avraham the field for free. Avraham
insisted, and Efron then reacted "My
lord... what is 400 silver coins
between me and you?" So all of a
sudden, Efron was asking for 400
pieces of silver, instead of nothing.
The truth is that even this wasn't
good enough. When the money
was given, it was money that was
'sood for the money-changer."
Apparently, there were certain
places where they had very large
caoins, called Centurions, that were
worth about 100 regular coins.
When Avraham finally paid, this was
the money he gave - essentially,
40,000 silver coins, instead of
nothing.

Now, so what? What does it mean
to take away a Vav? Does Efron care
that the Torah misspelled his name?
The answer is that in Hebrew, the
word for dirt is Afar - Ayin Fey Reish.
Ayin Fey Reish Nun, which we read
as Efron, can also be read "Afran" - a
dirt person. Efron was dlirt.

In Jewish thought, this means a great
deal - because man was born from
dust, and from G-d Himself. So
which do we choose to emphasize,
and what do we choose to be? We
ought to be choosing G-dliness
overdirt.

Efron was considerate enoush to
give us good advice on what not to
do. We do not want to promise to
do great things, and then do nothing
at all - because by demonstrating
that our final concern is only our
own lust for money or power, we
show that we are avoiding
spirituality, and are similar to dirt. But
if we say little, and then follow
through with efforts that even
exceed our promises, then we
demonstrate that we are concerned
with giving to others. Our concern
for others shows that we are worthy
of being called "G-dly", and this is a
worthwhile goal.

Parasha
Snapshots

Eliezer leaves with ten camels
loaded with riches and gifis.

Suddenly, Rivka comes to the
well with a jug.

N 1 will draw
water for

vou and also
for your
camels.”

“Welcome!
Please, come in!

Rivka had a brother named Lavan, who
was thrilled with the presents Eliezer
brought.

Rivka leaves her family and goes with
Eliezer to Avraham's home.

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk



