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Mazel Tov to the Rov & Rebbetzen on occasion of the Chassuneh
of Moshe Chaim.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Simon Grant on the occasion of the
engagement of their son, Noson to Miriam Rivka Fulda.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Raymond Backston on the birth of a son.

The Sholom Zochor takes place at 22 Fairway, Prestwich.
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Acceptance

This week’s parsha points out to us the inscrutable face, so to speak, of
God and the difficulties embedded in our relationship with the infinite.
The parsha opens with the famous commandment and ritual of the red
heifer, which according to Jewish tradition defies all human rational
understanding. It is the ultimate “| told you to do it, so do it and don't
ask any questions!” instruction in the Torah.

Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

The ritual defiles the pure and purifies the defiled. It is technical and
detailed in the utmost and requires an unblemished animal of red color
without black hairs appearing on its body. The Mishna in tractate Parah
labors to ferret out all of the details inherent in this ritual but the basic
mystery that underlies all discussion of the matter can never be
satisfactorily addressed.

We are brought face to face with the fact that finite humans cannot
fathom the infinite Creator and truly understand His motives and
reasons for the commandments of the Torah. The Torah warned us of
this fact when it said: “... humans cannot see Me and live.”

Our great teacher Moshe was rebuffed in his attempt to understand
more than what mortals could achieve in understanding God’s
conduct, so to speak, in matters of this world. That is the great lesson of
the red heifer — the clear divide between human rational understanding
and the Divine will. It humbles us to think that there are things that we
cannot understand, puzzles that we cannot solve, knots that we
cannot unravel. But those are the facts of human existence.

In this week’s parsha we are witness to another event that is not easily
understood. Moshe is barred from entry into the Land of Israel. Though
the Torah gives us the reason that he smote the rock instead of speaking
to it at Mei Merivah, the commentators to the Torah searched for more
substantial reasons to justify the punishment of this great person for
what apparently is a relatively minor offense.

At the end of all of the explanations we are again faced with the reality
that we just cannot understand the ways of the infinite Creator as He
deals with humans. The men of the Enlightenment, both Jews and non-
Jews, blinded by their own arrogance, rejected the Torah and

eventually God since they could not rationally understand everything
about it. Their motto was andis: “If | don’t understand it then it does not
exist or have relevance forme.”

But all of us, even the most knowledgeable and intelligent among us,
know that there are mysteries in life that are beyond our ability to find a
solution. Moshe’s fate is certainly one of those mysteries. And again,
that is the reason that the Torah tells us of this incident so that we, like
Moshe, realize that we cannot peer beyond the veil of Heaven.

The entire issue of the righteous suffering and the evildoers prospering
gnaws at our faith and equiliorium. Yet the realization that we will never
really understand these matters should serve as a solace and comfort
for us. We must accept our finite state as we deal with the infinite Torah.

It Works for Us Too!

For there is no evil spell with Yaakov, neither is there any magic with
Israel: In due time it shall be said to Yaakov and to Israel: “What has G- d
wrought!?” (Bamidbar 23:23)

How do we make sense of this prophetic description of the Jewish
People by Bilaam? What does the first part of the verse have to do with
the second part? It seems rather cryptic at best and disjointed at worst.

Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

How can we understand the flow of ideas in a meaningful way?

The Dubno Masgid asked this very question and not surprisingly offered
aparable to explain:

A nobleman heard that in a far off country a man had invented a
powerfully effective cream. Whoever would apply this substance
to their body would be rendered invulnerable. Since this

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.30pm

Candle Lighting and Shalbbbos Between 7.55pm and 8.00pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

w7 0T 910 8.58am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm /9.52pm

Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 10.22pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 10.57pm

Sunday Tst/2nd Minyan 7.00am / 8.00am

Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.45pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shablbbos ~ 7.30pm (Shabbos 9.22pom)

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk
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1. Where were the ashes of the npTX N1 to be kept?

9. According to R Moshe Hadarshon, why did 1x
(cedar) and aitx (hyssop) need to be included with
the NDTX N19?

3. What does the word Dmin mean”?

4. If the 78w ma were allowed to pass through the
land of DITX, what would they eat and drink?

5. Which events took place in the last half-hour of
[NNR’s life?

6. What were the omunx doing in the caves on the
ANID side of the IX?

7. Who were the o'7uin, and what was the ultimate
result of IO conquering parts of aRIN?

H. How often will everyone come to prostrate
themselves before 'n?

nobleman, in order to carry on his business, had to travel through
dark and dangerous forests and lonely places where he would be
an easy target for robbers he gladly underwent the great effort
and expense of traveling to the inventor and procuring the potent
potion. Now each time he was readying himself to leave home and
go out onto his dangerous ways, he would liberally cover his
entire body with the expensive ointment to insure that he would
be safe.

One time on his way back home he was traveling through a
particularly dark and deserted place and suddenly he was
attacked by a gang of violent highwaymen. They tried with all their
might or beat or harm the nobleman in whichever way they could
but they were only met with increasing frustration. He remained
unhurt by all their many efforts. Thinking that he must be
exercising some sort form of magic they became scared and so
theyfled in terror.

We can only imagine their surprise when the intended victim
called them back and invited them to drink some brandy. At first
they were very suspicious and cautious. They looked at him with
distrust and they asked why he would be so kind to them after

Points innN>7n

1) On finishing your Amidah, take three steps back
while bowing, face left saying Oiseh Shalom, right
saying Hu Yaaseh Sholom Oleinu, face forward and
complete V'aal Kol Yisroel and then straighten up (OC
123;1)

2) Once one has finished the Amidah, one should not
turn around until the Shliach Tzibbur has finished his
repetition so as not to disturb others(Rema 123; 2)

3) One should refrain from sitting down in front of
someone still davening Amidah (OC 102;1)

they had just tried to kill him and rob him.

The nobleman replied, “I am really grateful to you for giving me the
opportunity to prove something that | could not have been certain of
otherwise. | have just gone through the great trouble and expense to
secure a miraculous ointment which | was told would make me
immune from any physical attack. | was never quite sure whether or
not | was being cheated. | never would have been courageous enough
to find out through my own deliberate action whether or not it was
truly effective but now, through your vain efforts, | have been
convinced that my investment was a certainly worthwhile. The special
ointment really works!”

The Jewish People like that nobleman had always lived with the assumption
they were immune to magic and evil spells as the verse says, “For there is no
evil spell with Yaakov, neither is their masic with Israel...” Yaakov Avinu had
dodged and avoided for twenty years the constant concoction of evil
spells launched at him by Lavan. He remained unharmed. Now Bilaam took
uo the cause of cursing the Jewish People but he was woefully
unsuccessful. He ended up blessing us instead. That is the moment of “in
due time” the verse refers to. At the moment when the Jewish People
became aware of the validity of the ancient promise of Divine Providence
through the thwarted attempts of would-be attackers like Bilaam they then
declared with renewed confidence, “What has G-d wrought?!” Hey it
works for us too!

We should not be surprised then by what Leo Tolstoy, the famous Russian
author, had observed about the Jewish People, “The Jew is the emblem of
eternity. He whom neither slaughter nor torture of thousands of years could
destroy, he whom neither fire nor the sword of inquisition was able to wipe
off the face of the earth, he who was the first to produce the oracles of G-d,
he who has be for so long the guardian of prophecy, and who transmitted it
to the rest of the world- such a nation cannot be destroyed. The Jew is as
everlasting as eternity itself.”

Now those words were penned by Leo Tolstoy in 1891. Since then many
more diabolical threats against the Jewish People have been and are still
being attempted. So armed with that awareness we too are compelled to
declare with both alarm and amazement, “What has G-d wrought!?” Hey it
works for us too!
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