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Random Stories?

| like to extract something practical from every sedrah; something that |
canapply to my daily life or the broader events of the week, whether it
is madmen in Iran with nuclear warheads, or the mysterious
fluctuations in the price of diesel (or petrol for the rest of you).

Have you have ever been to a themed Sheva Brochos where the hosts
have rather enthusiastically extended the concept beyond the
boundaries of good taste? Perhaps everyone was required to wear an
eye patch, stumble around in candle-lit gloom, speak like a West
Country farmer and quaff endless bottles of cheap rum and every
speaker started their piece with “Yo ho ho, me hearties”. On one
memorable occasion | attended a Incas-themed event in an
abandoned warehouse, complete with pan-pipe playing Peruvians.
Despite all this madness, most people would be inclined to agree that
athemed event is more fun than one without a theme.

Glancing throush the sedrah, though, it's seems almost like the stories
and events were selected at random. Now, I'm the first one to
concede that a sedrah does not inherently require a theme. After all, in
Makkos we learn that Rav Yehuda does not employ semuchin —
juxtapositions — by default. What's more, the universal sedrah system
as we have it - in which we complete the Torah every year - is a
relatively recent development, since only a few hundred years ago
there were still kehillos that completed the Torah only once every
three years! Obviously the kosher confectionery industry was still in it's
infancy at the time.

Nonetheless, | doubt anyone would claim that the order of the events
in the Torah were simply placed at random. Given that position, what
does this week's sedrah tell us?

Let us review with a brief summary: the sedrah opens with Poroh
Adumah and the halochos of tumas meis, followed by the death of
Miriam. Next comes the water shortage at Mei Merivoh and the water
being drawn from a rock. The detour from Edom follows, after which
we read about Aharon's death. Fire snakes appear in the camp after
complaints about the catering, then the Cana'anim are defeated, a
short travelogue makes an appearance, Sichon is trashed, Yazer is
skewered and Boshon andits king Og bites the dust.

At first glance, it all appears to be so random. What can we possibly
extract from all this?

Given that today's politics in the same region have hardly changed the
intervening millenia, though, and a dash of Chazal's infinite wisdom,
there appears something we can extract after all.

Rashi in Yoma (67b) asserts that the raison d'etre of the Mitzvah of
Poroh Adumah is in order to coerce the Yetzer Horah into submission.
Hashem is effectively saying: “Just do it because | said so.” This really is
pivotal to success in being a Torah-true Jew. Just like an army which
depends on rigid discipline to maintain the rank-and-file in some
semblance of order, so too does Yiddishkeit demand discipline in
submitting to Hashem's dictates, whether we understand them or not.
Orders are orders.

So this is how the sedrah starts off: “My dictates will not always make
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sense to you, but yet you must bear them with equanimity. When
Miriam dies, you will be expected to pull through without panicking.
After all, if | got you this far in a pretty spectacular fashion, | can take you
to the promised land as well.”

Sadly, the DU fail (note the careful usage in the pesukim of the three
terms describing the apparently identical group of people: 2Ny, 12
2X81W", and DU). They lose their composure and the DU start
complaining to Moshe that the 2N does not have water. This resulted
in tripping up Moshe when it came to the rock. It had a further effect,
thousgh. When they approached Edom and asked them nicely if they
could cross their territory, the reply they got was an emphatic refusal.
What did 2XW* do in return? Nothing. They were forced to turn away.
They had failed the test with Miriam and the lack of water, and
consequently they did not have the power to beat Edom.

Then observe what happened after Aharon died. At that point they
were already in recovery mode. This time ?X W (not the DU) davened
and quite handily won the next battle.

Yet they slipped again. Apparently the catering was simply not up to
scratch. The DU were at it again, whining and complaining, and the QU
were immediately punished.

But 2XW" rallies again and this time - after sincere and public teshuva
by the DU - 281W" are back in action and this time they trounce anyone
and everyone who stands in their way with such incredible success
that they end up singing shiroh (21:17) and quoting poetry (21:27)!
This sedrah's theme, therefore, appears to say: we all know what
Hashem wants. He made that absolutely clear. What His motives are is
not really our business; He made that pretty clear as well with his
Chukim. We also know that He promises us success in our endeavours
provided — and this is the important bit — we first totally subjugate
ourselves to His will by following His orders to the letter. The events of
this week's parsha serve to highlight this concept by actually
demonstrating how it worked in real life.

The Week Ahead

NZn YIS nav

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.30pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos 7.55pm - 8.00pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

W {7 DT 9I0 8.57am

Mincha st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm / 9.53pm
Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 10.58pm

Sunday 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 6.45am /7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.45pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos ~ 7.30pm
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1. Who was to slaughter the first nprtx n1o?

2. Why was the first nnimx n1o not burnt by nnx?

3. Why did nwn hit the rock twice?

4. Why did nwn call 78w the ‘orother’ of nrin?

5. Describe the appearance of 'nn n?

6. Why are the names of nwn and 'n not mentioned in the
song of the well?

7. What was wina?

H. With whom did nnor associate?

Utter HOI'ICStY Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

HASHEM spoke to Moshe saying, “Take the staff and gather the
assembly, you and Aaron your brother, and speak to the rock before
their eyes that it shall give its waters. You shall bring forth for them water
from the rock and give drink to the assembly and to their animals.”
Moshe took the staff from before HASHEM, as He had commanded
him. Moshe and Aaron gathered the congregation before the rock and
he said to them, “Listen now O rebels, shall we bring forth water for
you from this rock?” Then Moshe raised his arm and struck the rock
with his staff twice. Abundant water came forth and the assembly and
their animals drank. HASHEM said to Moshe, “Because you did not
believe in Me to sanctify Me in the eyes of the Children of Israel,
therefore you will not bring this congregation into the Land that | will
give them.” (Bamidoar 20:7-12)

...The testimonies of HASHEM are reliable they make wise the simple!
(Tehilim 19:8)

Here we have on open display one of many clear demonstrations of
the veracity of the Torah. Moshe’s faultiness is exposed in living color
for the world to see for all time. He is accused by The Almighty of “not
believing in HASHEM”! Even a momentary lapse, in a situation of
extreme pressure and desperation is not excusable. It must be spelled
out for all future generations how he had erred in his career as a servant
of G-d! Usually the writer of history has his turn to revise things,
consciously or sub-consciously, and sanitize the reputation of the
heroes it wishes to promote. What does the Torah consistently do? It
points out the subtle and overt errors of all our ancestors. No one is so
sacred to avoid criticism!

Avraham is faulted for allowing water to be fetched by an agent rather
than going to get it himself when he was visited by three heat stricken
wayfarers on the hottest day ever just three days after his circumcision
at the age of 99. The strict eye of justice did not spare or excuse him
even as his greatness was on parade. Then Sara chuckled inwardly,
and probably undetectable, by human hearing, and yet she was held
accountable for a slight lack of belief in HASHEM'’s ability to grant her a
childinherold age.

Yaakov is punished for his response to Rochel when she demanded a
child after her sister had already given birth multiple times. ‘Am | in
place of G-dI?” he responded bluntly. He was evidently not the one
with a fertility issue but that was not the way to respond to a woman in
emotional pain. Ouch!

That a golden calf was built just 40 days after the Nation of Israel all
heard the HASHEM declare, “You shall have no other gods before
Me...” and the Torah records G-d’s wish to destroy the entire nation
and rebuild it with Moshe is brutally truthful and revealing. That Aaron
albeit unwillingly played a direct role in its construction is even more
startling because later he would become the highest of high priests.
That ugly fact could easily have been swept under the historical rug
and no one would be the wiser.

We find that even Miriam’s slight-slight of her brother Moshe whom she
loved and which resulted in her public disgrace as she was afflicted
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with Tzaraas, could also have avoided headlines, but no! It is one of
the six daily remembrances and one of the 613 Mitzvos to remember
what HASHEM did to Miriam, when she spoke to Aaron and out of for
concern for Moshe! Ouch again!

The rebellion of Korach also would have been better to be hushed
and whisked away. Why would Moshe want people to know that in
his lifetime there were dissenting opinions and mutinous machinations
at play!? Does that add or detract from the credibility you would
expect Moshe to be seeking?

The answer is that Moshe did not write anything from his own mind.
He was not more than a compatible printer of The Almighty penning
with perfect precision like any other scribe only what he was bidden
toand not more or less.

The cases are just too many to list! Even a few examples though serve
as strong evidence that the testimonies of our Holy Torah are dripping
with utter honesty!

In Praise of Israel Yehuda Katz (shortvort.com)

"And all the congregation saw that AAron was dead, they wept for
AAron 30 days--all the house of Israel " (20:29)

Rashi comments that when the verse said ,"all the house of Israel", this
refers to both men and woman. Since Aaron pursued peace and
caused love to prevail among men (including husband and wife), the
entire nation mourned for him.(please refer to Rashi for further details)

Its interesting to note that even though people can live in peace, yet
they dont neccesarily "love" one another. The peace that Aaron
established ,according to Rashi, went even further in that it facilitated
"love" among the feuding parties. This was a great feat indeed. In Avos
Derov Nosson12, we get a glimpse into the methodogy employed by
Aaron in causing others to love one another.lt states the following,
whenever Aaron heard that 2 Jews were quarreling, he visited one of
them and commented as to how sorry and distraught his feuding
friend was concerning the quarrel between them. Then Aaron visited
the other party and told him the same. When both feuding parties
would subsequently meet, they would reunite in friendship and
love.(please refer to Avos DeRov Nosson)

Aaronwas in deed a genius when it came to pursuing peace.

When the Torah tells how the entire nation (men and woman)
mourned for Aaron, this is in deed a tremendous praise for Aaron and
how he lived his life. Yet | wish to content that this was actually in praise

desires to live in harmony with one another. However, when Aaron
passed from this world, their great peace maker was taken from them.
They were so to speak at a loss.Men and woman together cried and
mourned.This surely shows us the tremendous desire the nation of
Israel has when it comes to peace.The Torah is actually demonstrating
the greatness of the nation of Israel.

Points in Halacha

Kiddush in Shul (Part 2)

Usually the Kiddush wine would not be tasted at all by the
Shliach Tzibbur himself, as he is not eating in Shul. Instead
three options exist as to what to do:-

Either

1. Give it to a child under the age of Chinuch

Or

9. Give it toa child of Chinuch age (over 6/7 years)

Or

3. If there is no child present, the Shliach Tzibbur should
drink a Revi'is (which b'dieved can be considered a meal)
and make a brocho acharonah. Kiddush can still be made
at home, to fulfil the obligation of his wife and family.




