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I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'

Kiddush This Shabbos

The kiddush this Shabbos is being sponsored by Family Bernstein
on the occasion of Dr Bernstein’s birthday (Happy Birthday!) and
in 210N N2 to the Kehillo for the warm welcome they have

received in Manchester.

Shiur on Sunday

Continuing the Bernstein theme, Dr Bernstein will be presenting an
evening of practical parenting advice and discussion this Sunday
night at 24 New Hall Road. Refreshments at 8.15pm with a prompt
start at 8.30pm - please see the flyer on the back pase.

N2AXD NDF7N

The naxn nnj7n of Mrs Betty Goldstone n“y, Mother of Mrs Petra
Rodrigues-Pereira will take place this Sunday at 2.00pm at
Agecroft ornn n.

JRRC Appeal Reminder

A reminder to those wishing to make a donation to support the
work of the Jewish Rescue & Relief Committee following the
recent appeal by Mr Alex Strom.

Donations can e given either to the Rov or to Chizky, with
cheques or vouchers made payable to Jewish Rescue & Relief
TIDN] WY nyaw Times

A reminder to all that this Thursday is PN Wy nyaw, times of
davenning are as follows:

NIYN starts at 1.15am

Shacharis - 7.00am
Mincha & Maariv - 9.15pm

YN 9o - 10,39pm
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ANever Ending Story Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torsh.org)
With Divine intervention ensuring that Balak the King of Moav would be
governed by Murphy’s Law, everything that could go wrong for him
wentwrons.

Balak, the King of Moav saw that the Jewish nation was camped near his
land and he became frightened. He employed the greatest sorcerer of
the generation, Bilaam, to curse the Children of Israel, but alas, Hashem
ensured that all potential curses were turned into blessings. In one of
the early attempts to curse the Jews, Bilaam erected seven altars with
sacrifices. He set out to accomplish his mission but he failed. Instead of
cursing the Jews, Bilaam blessed them and longed for their eternal
fortune.

“He declaimed his parable and said ‘From Aram, Balak, king of Moab,
led me, from the mountains of the east, 'Come curse Jacob for me,
come bring anger upon Israel.! How can | curse? G-d has not cursed.
How can | anger? G-d is not angry. For from its origins, | see it rock-like,

and from hills do | see it. Behold! It is a nation that will dwell in solitude
and not be reckoned among the nations. Who has counted the dust of
Jacob or numbered a quarter of Israel? May my soul die the death of
the upright, and may my end be like his!™ (Bamidoar 23:6-10)

Though | am no expert in sorcerer’s spells or Bilaamic blessings, the
juxtaposition is difficult to comprehend. Why did Bilaam suddenly ask
to die the death of the upright after extalling the unigueness of his
adversaries, the Israelites? If he gave them blessings, why didn’t he ask
tolive in the bounty of theirgoodness?

Last year my son was in fourth grade and had to do a report on
President Abraham Lincoln, He did a fine job recounting his log-cabin
childhood, his early career as an attorney, and his tumultuous
presidency. He detailed the difficult period of the Civil War and
Lincoln's bold stance in signing the Emancipation Proclamation.

| looked over his report and frankly, | was quite impressed — until |
reached the last sentence. It read: “Abraham Lincoln died on Friday
morning, April 15, 1865, and was buried in Oak Riclge Cemetery,
outside Springfield, lllinois.”

"Zvi," | exclaimed, ‘Abraham Lincoln died on Fiday moming?” |
rhetorically reiterated, stressing the passivity of the underreported, yet
most traumatic event. “Died?” | repeated. “He was shot to death! In
fact, Lincoln was assassinated! In fact” | added, “he was the first
President to be assassinated! How can you ignore that significant part
ofhis life in yourreport?*

2vi looked at me quizzically. "My report was on ‘the Life of Abraham
Lincoln. Who cares how he died? He died!”

Bilaam understood that death, too, is an integral part of life. Our attitude
toward death is part of our larger attitude toward life. And the way we
leave this world is part of a greater outlook of how we aspire to live our

The Week Ahead

772 nj7n NYIS NV

Candle Lighting From 7.55pm to 8.00pm
Mincha 7.30pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

{7 0T 910 8.59am

Mincha 1st / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm /9.50pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 10.20pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 10.55pm

Sunday 1%/ 2™ Minyan 7.20am / 8.20am
Monday 7.170am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday ~ 7.20am

Thursday - oM WY NYaw See news box for times
Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm

Shabbos Next Week 7.45pm (Candie Lighting 7.50 - 7.55pm)
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lives.

Aneighbor of mine was a former Yeshiva boy back in the early 1920’sin
one of America’s first yeshivas. Time and circumstances eroded both
his practice and belief. He had joined the army and rose to the rank of a
General. He and his wife often ate in our sukkah and we became quite
friendly. When he was diagnosed with a fatal illness, he asked me to
perform his funeral service in theright time. | agreed only if he would be
buried in accordance with the halacha. And though in his life he
disregarded the daily practices of an observant Jew, in death, he
forewent burial in his his army uniform and instead chose traditional
tachrichim (shrouds) and a talis.

When one sees the ultimate spiritual eternity of the Jew, he realizes that
death is just a portal to a greater world, Olam HaBah. Bilaam declared
that we are a nation that dwells in solitude, and that our ways in life are
not compatible with those nations who outnumber us. It is after he
comprehended our eternity that he beseeched the Almighty with the
haunting bequest, “May my soul die the death of the upright, and may
my end be like his!" The Chofetz Chaim, however, added a very cogent
caveat: In asking for the death of the righteous, Bilaam understood that
there is more to the legacy of life than life itself. And so, Bilaam wanted
to live his perverted life as a hedonistic heretic, yet he wanted to die
the death of therighteous. “Truth be told,” says the Chofetz Chaim, “our
mission is not only to die the death of the upright, but to live the life of
the upright as well.” Because if you want to sleep the sleep, you first
have to walk the walk

All Day Long Rebbilael Lam (Torsh.org)

"He perceived no iniquity in Jacob and saw no perversity in Israel.
HASHEM his G-d is with him and the friendship of the King is in him."
(Bamidoar 23:21)

The friendship of the king isin him: His keen observationis upon Israel. ..
This informs that HASHEM is their King and they are His Nation. . .the way
apeople rejoice when their king is in their midst. .. (Malbim)

Bilaam sousht to curse the Jewish Nation but was forced to say only
words of truth. So profound were his sayings that our sages wished to
add his words to the daily recital of Shema. Had it not been for their
length we would be reciting his prophetic insights twice daily.
Therefore, we can presume that what he had stated is as true now as is
was way back then. Forgive me for even asking but, “How do we find
HASHEM in our midst today?”

A close friend of mine, who happens to be a lawyer, was taking his
usual 45 minute drive to work. He was listening to a Torah tape. At the
conclusion of the first side of the tape the Rabbi was speaking about
the importance of praying at all times as the Talmud says, “It would be
worthwhile for a person to pray all day long.” He was also emphasizing
that the requirement for prayer is prompted by any need large and
small. Not only would it not be inappropriate to ask for even the tiniest
things, but the more seemingly minute and insignificant the request the
greater one crowns with words his belief that HASHEM is involved in
the details of life. If one prays only for global matters like “world peace”
then he betrays the notion that HASHEM is only involved in generalities.

As my friend was absorbing these new concepts he was observing
that a huge rain storm, to his surprise and dismay had erupted outside.
He didn’t expect such a rain and he had no umbrella or rain coat. He
was approaching a courthouse where he needed to file a few papers,
which would take an estimated 15 minutes before going to a
deposition where he would be all day long. It dawned upon him that
just getting from the car to the courthouse would cause his suit to
become drenched and then he would be sitting in some office looking
and feeling like something the cat dragged in for the rest of the day.
What was hetodo?

He decided to apply what he had just been learning and even though
on a sunny day it was extremely rare to find a parking place right in front
of the courthouse, he attempted the impossible. “HASHEM, Zev here! |
need a parking place and preferably next to the courthouse.” As he
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was passing by a blinking yellow light indicated that a car was just
pulling out. He pulled up in front of the empty space to parallel park
and he was about to back up when he caught himself. In that pause he
lifted his voice again stating sincerely, “Thank you!” About to back up he
caught himself a second time. Opening his mouth in prayer he
declared, “I wouldn't mind if there’d be a little extra money in the
meter!”

He completed the park and found 15 minutes left on the parking meter.
It was just enousgh time for him complete his task. He got only a few
rains drops on his shoulder going in and on the way out. His suit and the
day were spared but the greatest gift was no doubt the profound and
palpable feeling of closeness- that HASHEM is there with him all day
lons.

Answer: 1. He was both burnt and swallowed up. 2. He stayed
alive to see what happened to the others

Answer:
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