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Preparing for Rosh Hashana
With Rosh Chodesh Ellul 
coming up fast, it’s never too 
early to start preparing for the 
Yomim Noroim. 

The shul is delighted to 
announce a series of three 
shiurim to be given by Rabbi 
Angel `‰hily on the subject of 
‘Preparing for Rosh Hashana’.

The shiurim will be held on 7th, 14th and 21st September in the shul after 
aixrn. 

Men and ladies are welcome to attend

Holidays Time!
We’re still in the Summer Holiday getaway season when many of the 
kehillo will be away from town.

We take this opportunity to request that people who are in town 
during this period make every effort to support the Shul minyanim.

The Summary of All Fear Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

One of the most discussed verses in this week’s portion deals with the 
fear of Heaven. 

Moshe presents the Children of Israel with a simple request fear G-d. 
Though it may sound simple we all know that it is not. The problem is 
that Moshe presents the petition as if it were a simple feat. He says, 
And now Israel, what does G-d want of you? Only that you fear G-d 
your Lord (Deuteronomy 10:12). He makes it sound as though the fear 
of G-d is only a minor matter. 

The Talmud in Tractate Berachos asks what we all might ask: Is the fear 
of G-d such a small thing? The Gemara relates how Rabbi Chanina said 
in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yocha'i: The Holy One, blessed be 
He, has in His treasury nothing except a stockpile of the fear of heaven, 
as it says, "The fear of G-d is His treasure" (Isaiah 33: 6). Obviously if fear 
of G-d is so cherished by the Almighty, it must be very difficult to attain. 

The Gemara answers: True! For it was Moshe who said this verse and 
for Moses fear of G-d was a small thing. Rabbi Chanina compared it to 
a person who is asked for a big article, and he has it. Since he has it, 
then it seems like a small article to him. 

I always was bothered by the Gemara. Just because it was easy for 
Moshe, who says it is easy for us? So why does Moshe imply to the 
people that fear of G-d is simple. That is easy for him to say. But don’t 
you have to know your audience and talk to them on their level? 

Rav Yitzchok Zilber, founder of Toldos Yeshurun, an organization 
that re-educates estranged Russian Jews about the heritage that 
was snatched from them, is known as the Father of contemporary 
Russian Jewry. A native of Kazan, Russia, Rav Zilber was born just 
before the Russian Revolution in 1917, but was discreetly taught 
Torah by his revered father and not only completed Shas several 

times during his years in Russia, but also taught Torah to many 
others. During World War II, he was imprisoned in Stalin’s gulag 
where, yet hemanaged to remain Shomer Shabbos despite the 
inhumane conditions. He later had to flee from the KGB, which 
wanted to arrest him for his Torah activities in Russia. In 1972, 
he emigrated to Israel. As he walked off the airplane on his 
arrival in Israel and embraced the custom agent. 

Chavivi! My dear one! shouted Rabbi Zilber as he gave the man 
a bear-hug embrace. It is so wonderful to be here and talk to 
a Jew like a Jew! The man offered a polite smile and a 
pleasant Shalom. 

Please tell me, pleaded Rabbi Zilber with an intensity that 
seemed to announce a question whose answer would solve 
all the problems facing Jews for the millennia. For years I am 
struggling with this problem. Please tell me, how did you 
understand the K’tzos haChoshen on the sugya of Areiv? (The 
K’tzos haChoshen is a classical commentary on the Shulchan 
Aruch Choshen Mishpat, Code of Jewish Law.) 

Ma zeh K’tzos haChoshen. (What is a K’tzos haChoshen)? 
came the reply.

Rav Zilber was puzzled. He tried another query. Maybe you 
can explain how you understood the Mishne in (tractate) 
Uktzin in the last chapter. 
Mishne? Uktzin? K’tzos? What are you talking about? 
Rav Zilber, recalling the difficulties he had trying to teach and 
study Torah in Russia was mortified. In honest shock, he asked 
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the man. How is this possible? You mean to tell me that you live 
here in Israel and have the ability to learn Torah. And you don’t 
know what the Ktzos is? You never heard of Mishne Uktzin? 
Rav Zilber began to cry. 

They say that the customs agent was so moved by Rabbi Zilber’s 
simple sincerity, that he began to study Torah.

Perhaps the Gemara is telling us the simple truth. It was important for an 
entire nation to see the man to whom fear of heaven was considered 
the simplest and most rudimentary aspect of life. To Moshe, fear of 
Heaven was natural. As a leader, he had the imperative to impress the 
nation, with his sincerity. To us simple Jews, it is important to see 
someone whose Jewish observance is as simple and graceful as if it is 
second nature. To us it may be a struggle, but it is imperative that the 
benchmark of our goals is someone to whom fear comes natural. 

In this country, we say anyone can become president. In Moshe’s 
vision, the one he imparts to his people, anyone can fear Hashem.

The Heart of Hearts                           Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

"Take care lest you forget HASHEM, your G-d, by not observing His 
commandments, His ordinances, and His decrees, which I command 
you today., lest you eat and be satisfied, and you build houses and 
settle, and your cattle and sheep increase, and you increase silver and 
gold for yourselves, and everything you have will increase- and your 
heart will become haughty and you will forget HASHEM, your G-d, 
Who took you out of the land of Egypt from the house of slavery, Who 
leads you through the great and awesome Wildrerness- …And fed you 
manna in the Wilderness in order to test you, to do good for you in the 
end. And you may say in your heart, 'My strength and the might of my 
hand made me all this wealth!' Then you shall remember HASHEM, your 
G-d, that it was He Who gave you strength to make you wealth…." 
(Devarim 8:11-18) 

"And now Israel, what does HASHEM your G-d request from you 
except that you fear HASHEM your G-d…" (Devarim 10:12) 

Our sages taught that from here we learn, everything is from heaven 
except for the fear of Heaven. (Rashi) 

What does it mean that, “Everything is from Heaven except for the fear 
of Heaven”? The Sefas Emes explains that this is unlike a flesh and 
blood king whose primary interest is to impose his fear upon the nation 
and collect taxes. By The Holy One Blessed Be He, everything is granted 
and all is within His ability to do but still he gives free will to man so that 
it becomes necessary for him to install within himself fear HASHEM. 

On a tape of a lecture from Rabbi Berel Wein entitled, “Pete Rose and 
the Jewish Question” Rabbi Wein told of a conversation he had had 
with his father in-law Rabbi Levin, an old time European Jew who was a 
Rav in Detroit for many decades. He was in the hospital and Rabbi Wein 
called to ask how he was doing. Rabbi Levin began to describe all the 
wires attached to his body and how there was a monitor right next to 
his bed where his heart could be seen steadily beating. 

When he pointed out to a young doctor his wonderment about the 
image on the monitor it prompted the young doctor to rant, “Oh that’s 
nothing Rabbi Levin in comparison to what’s coming next. Soon we 
won’t need any intrusive nodes and the pictures will be in color 
showing more details and contours…” “I interrupted him in the middle 
of his diatribe”, the Rabbi related with passion “And I told him”, “Fool-
NAR I’m not talking about the machine! I’m talking about the heart! Look 
at the heart! It’s been beating for more than 90 years uninterrupted. 
Look at the heart!” 

There’s that human weakness again, to be disproportionately 
impressed with our own accomplishments to the point where the 
abundant goodness of HASHEM is eclipsed. When my kid plugs in the 
vacuum cleaner and it suddenly roars, he gets excited because he 
thinks he invented the vacuum cleaner and discovered electricity. How 
juvenile! Our only job may be to be to live in awe of HASHEM. 
From a single cell in 9 months a new born baby is comprised of 2 

trillion cooperative cells and an adult 60 trillion. The genetic 
information in a single human DNA chain if stored electronically 
equals three trillion bytes. The double helix crams this all efficiently 
into 375 million computer bytes, more information the 
Encyclopedia Britanica. Every cell when replicating copies the 
entire DNA library. Initially there may be the equivalent of one 
mistake in every five pages but after instant proofreading and 
correcting the ratio changes to one mistake in every 50 million 
pages. Every second 8 million blood cells die and are replaced. I 
have a hard enough time balancing my check book and being on 
time for car pool. 

When, with sober eyes we studiously observe the proportion of 
what’s being done for us on a constant basis, in comparison to 
our feeble foible-filled activities we may become overawed. It is 
this overpowering sense of the grand reality of realities and all that 
then flows forth from it which inspires the heart of hearts.

Watch Me    Rabbi Raymond Beyda (Torah.org)

And you shall teach them to your children to speak in them 
(words of Torah) Debarim 11:19 

In the second paragraph of the Shema Yisrael Moshe Rabenu 
repeats his instruction to the Jewish people to teach Torah to their 
children. Of all the requirements that parenthood entails the 
command to teach our children is repeated many times in the 
Torah in order to stress its importance to all generations. In each of 
the places where this all-important misvah is mentioned a different 
aspect of the commandment is learned. What is special about this
week's alert? 

There was once a man that sent his son to a great scholar asking 
that the Rabbi train his son in preparation for his thirteenth birthday 
when he would reach the age of Bar Misvah - entry into the adult 
congregation of Israel. After several lessons the boy did not come 
back to learn from the Rabbi. The curious sage contacted the 
father and inquired about his young student's whereabouts. 

"I am not sending him back", responded the irate parent. 

"What seems to be the problem?" asked the Rabbi, "We were 
progressing very well towards the big day when he would accept 
the yoke of the commandments". "Well, I made up my mind not to 
continue when my son returned from a lesson and asked me, 
'When are you going to make Bar Misvah Daddy?'" 

"What do you mean?" the Rabbi asked. 

"My son said, 'The Rabbi told me that once I became Bar Misvah I 
would have to put on my tefillin every day and so I was 
wondering when you were going to make your Bar Misvah'." 

"I was not able to answer but I did decide not to send him back 
again," Dad explained. 

The verse says: "And you shall teach them to your children - to 
speak in them." Our Rabbis explain that the best way to teach is by 
example. If you want to teach a child that he must learn Torah and 
observe its commandments you should "Speak in them" - occupy 
your time learning and doing. The best teacher is a father who 
does what he wants his children to do. 

It is important to work on oneself constantly in order to become a 
positive role model for one's offspring. Someone once asked the 
Hafetz Hayim "When should one start the training of his children?" 

"About twenty years before he is born", replied the Torah giant. 
The traits necessary to be a Torah personality and a figure for one's 
children to emulate takes years of training to develop. Therefore, 
one must begin the self-improvement program years before 
becoming a parent. To be successful in the job of parenting one 
must live Torah "When you are sitting in your home, when you are 
lying down and arising and when you depart on the road" 
Success.


