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And now Israel what does HASHEM your G-d ask of you? Only to fear
HASHEM, your G-d, to go in all His ways and to love Him, and to serve
HASHEM, your G-d, with all your heart and all your soul. (Devarim
10:12)
Based upon this verse our sages understood the following important
principle of life: “Everything is from heaven except for the fear of
heaven”. What does that mean? The Sefas Emes explains that
HASHEM’s interaction with the world is unlike that of a regular king of
flesh and blood. An earthly monarch has as part of his egoistic job
description to impose fear upon his subjects while demanding
through taxation that they pay the price tag of his policies.
In sharp contradistinction, HASHEM, the King of Kings generously
showers endless varieties of continuous goodness upon His world. His
subjects are the beneficiaries of boundless blessings more hidden than
revealed. What is expected in return? What is our job? It is our only real
task to develop, on our own, something called “Yira”, a true
recognition. How is this accomplished? How does one stir a stilled
heart to awaken to the authenticity of this overwhelming experience?
The Rambam asks, “Which is the way love Him and to fear Him?” He
answers rather poetically, “At the moment when a man contemplates
His deeds and His awesome and grandiose creations and he sees
within them His inestimable wisdom which is without limit, immediately
he loves and praises and intoxicated and desires with a great and
overwhelming desire to know the greatness of HASHEM. (Hilchos
Yesode’ HaTorah 2:2)
These days with the encyclopedic explosion of scientific knowledge
about the universe one might expect that there would be more and
more “Ahava”-love and “Yira” –fear of HASHEM than ever before.
However, Vaclav Havel- poet and president the Czech Republic,
observed, “We may know immeasurably more about the universe than
our ancestors did and yet it increasingly seems they knew something
more essential about it than we do, something that escapes us.”
Since life is an open book test and the entire cosmos is on display and
equally available to all, then how come some people “get it”- a jolt of
“Yiras HASHEM” and others “walk on by” blithely unaware remaining
eminently unimpressed? That’s the $64,000 question!

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.15pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos Between 7.15pm and 7.45pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm / 8.18pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 8.48pm

y"w onf seq 9.33am

Early Mincha This Shabbos
Please note that this week we will be davening Mincha & Kabbolas
Shabbos at the earlier time of 7.15pm. Next Shabbos, Mincha &
Kabbolas Shabbos will be at 7.00pm.

Minyanim Reminder
A reminder to please support the Shul Minyanim during the
Summer holidays. The late Minyan for Maariv continues at
10.00pm.

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 7.00pm (Shabbos 7.50pm)

Years back I went with a friend on Shabbos to visit Rabbi Mordechai
Schwab ztl. He invited us to sit and chat. It was an awesome treat. His
eyes kept darting up to the heavens, resetting his orientation. At one
moment he stared lovingly at a dumb-cane plant in the corner of the
room as if he was noticing its large ornate leaves for the first time.
Chuckling quietly to himself, he asked rhetorically in the most innocent
and child-like way, “Who painted this?” It was stunning!
When Chana was finally granted a child she too declared, “There is no
(tzur) rock like our G-d!” The Talmud plays on the word “Tzur”- rock and
says there is no “tzair”- artist like our G-d!
Gazing at a sunset or a cloud filled sky, a child’s face, a finger, a fly or
anything, my wife and I have a running joke. “I ask, “Who’s your favorite
artist?” She says, “HASHEM! I say, “Mine too! I guess that’s why we got
married to each other!” The Rambam spells it out, “At the moment when
a person contemplates His deeds…” The deeds are already perceived
and understood as “His”. Scientific inquiry alone is inadequate. An
important question must be asked and answered first! The seriousness
of this question cannot be overstated! It’s no joke! However you phrase
it: “Who painted this?”

A recurring theme delineated in last week's portion and reiterated in
this week's portion is the inherent responsibility of a father to teach
Torah to his child. Jews mention both verses that contain these
declarations during both, the morning and evening recital of the Shema
read at Shacharis and Ma'ariv. One is in the first portion, the other in the
second portion. In the first portion of Shema, taken from last week's
Torah reading, the Torah tells us, "You shall teach them thoroughly to
your children and you shall speak of them while you sit in your home,
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Intergenerational Dialogue
Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
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Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 9.23pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.00pm)

7.10amMonday / Thursday

7.20amTuesday / Wednesday / Friday
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7.15am / 8.20amSunday 1st/2nd Minyan
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1. What did the do to our enemies?
2. If a nation is more powerful than you are, what does that

show?
3. The word is spelt without a second ‘Vov’. What do we

learn from this?
4. On which occasion did the retrace their steps in

the desert?
5.

6. was more beautiful than . What does this prove?
7. How can one stick to ?
H. What will non-Jewish kings and their princesses become?

What is the Hebrew equivalent to the phrase:- “The pot calls
the kettle black”?
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while you walk on the way, when you retire and when you arise."
(Deuteronomy 6:7)
In the second portion of the Shema, taken from Parshas Ekev, the Torah
seemingly repeats the theme with a slight variation. "You shall teach
them to your children to discuss them while you sit in your home, while
you walk on the way, when you retire and when you arise"
(Deuteronomy 11:19)
Notice the difference. Last week, in Voeschanan, the Torah tells us to
teach our children, then it tells us to speak words of Torah, "while in our
homes and on the road, when we retire and when we rise." However,
this week, it seems that the Torah is spinning a variation on that theme.
It tells us to teach our children to discuss them (Torah) while you sit in
your home, while you walk on the way, when you retire and when you
arise.
It does not say, "teach your children to discuss Torah while they sit in
your home, while they walk on the way, when they retire and when
they arise." Are we teaching them to discuss Torah while we go about
our lives? What does their learning Torah have to do with our mundane
activities? It seems that there is a pedagogical lesson to parents in their
Torah-teaching relationships with their children in every aspect of a
parent's lives. What is it?
In 1987, Rabbi Yosef Karmel, currently National Director of
Peylim/Lev L'Achim, was Director of Camp Agudah of the Midwest,
in South Haven Michigan. One weekend he invited two prominent
guests to the camp; Rabbi Eliezer Levin, one of America's oldest
and most revered rabbis, a student of the Chofetz Chaim, and the
Rav of Detroit for nearly fifty years and his son, Rabbi Avraham
Chaim Levin, dean and founder of the Telshe Yeshiva of Chicago, a
member of the council of Torah Sages, of Agudath Israel, and one
of the outstanding and dynamic leaders of American Orthodoxy.
It was a rare and extraordinary occasion for the campers, and the
atmosphere was spiritually charged. Guests arrived in South
Haven to bask in the glow of two generations of Torah giants.
After the Shabbos services, Rabbi Karmel announced that while
the campers would attend their regularly scheduled learning
classes, Rabbi Avraham Chaim Levin would teach the Daf HaYomi,
the daily-apportioned Talmudic folio, studied concurrently by
Jews the world over, to the lay guests who had come to vacation
that weekend together with the camp and the distinguished
visitors.
As everyone dispersed from shul Rabbi Karmel felt a soft tap on
his arm. “Where," the elderly Rav of Detroit asked, "is the Daf
Hayomi shiur taking place?" Rabbi Karmel understood that Rav
Levin, ever the rabbinic gentleman, had somehow figured it to be
improper for him not to attend the class along with all the other
guests. In his humility, conjectured Rabbi Karmel, this scholar -
who most certainly could spend the time studying Torah on his

own lofty level, was about to sacrifice an hour sitting at a class
geared lay people, all in the name of good manners."
Reassuringly the camp director told the elderly Rav Levin, "There
is no need for you to attend this shiur. It is intended for the Ba'ale
Batim (lay people) and no one expects the Rav to attend."
The elderly Rav looked at Rabbi Karmel with incredulity and
uttered words, which Rabbi Karmel told me, he will never forget:
"What? Do you think I would miss the chance to hear my son teach
a blatt of Gemarah?"
(Rabbi Karmel added afterwards: "At the time of this story Rav
Avrohom Chaim, soon to become a member of the Moetzes Gedolei
HaTorah of America, had already served as a Rosh Yeshiva for more
than thirty years. The shiur he was to say was not a singular event but
rather an example of what he has done so well for many decades.
There certainly was no question as to his ability to deliver a brilliant
shiur. Yet, to his father it represented an opportunity to be amongst the
listeners; a tangible nachas that was more real than all the fame his son
had so deservedly accumulated.
We all understand that when our little ones come home from school
with their first "Shabbos sheets" that it is pure nachas to listen to them. It
is a palpable enjoyment for us and provides unparalleled
encouragement for our kids. There is hardly a Jewish father alive who
does not make a big deal about every word repeated from those
hallowed stencils. Only a Gadol like Rav Leizer Levine could still retain
that same undiluted nachas from a son almost sixty years after kvelling
over the first recitation of Torah Tziva Lanu Moshe...)
Perhaps, on a homiletic level, the Torah is telling us not only to teach
children, in a way that they will retain it for themselves, but rather in
away that will unite parents and children forever. Teach them to speak
Torah, in your house, when you go on your way, when you retire and
when you arise! Show them that you cherish their spirituality, whether
they are accomplished professionals or preeminent Torah scholars.
Let the Torah of the latter generation penetrate the ears of the former,
and let them forever harmonize the music that will bind them forever.
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