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I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'
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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Shimon Santhouse on the bris of their son
Eliyahu Dov (Eli).

Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs Wilks on the birth of a grandson on Rosh
Hashana.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Simon Wanderer on the birth of a baby
boy. The Sholom Zochor will be at the home of Mr & Mrs
Kachani, 17 Old Hall Road.

Kiddush

Mr & Mrs Dovid Nissen invite the Kehilla to a kiddush after
davenning this Shabbos at 29 Singleton Road to celebrate the
birth of their daughter Tamar Bracha.

I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'
Heaven Help Us

In Parshas Haazinu, Moshe sings a swan song for eternity -- a haunting
ballad filled with allusions to the future and grim predictions lest his
people stray. Unfortunately, the dire predictions were clearly fulfilled
throughout the Diaspora. And the lessons that contained within are as
relevant today as they were thousands of years ago when they were
firstimparted.

Rablbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.ors)

One verse reads: “When Hashem will have judged his people, He shall
relent... when He sees that the enemy progresses and no one (feels
that they) will be saved or assisted.” (Deuteronomy 32:36).

The Talmud in Sanhedrin explains that this posukrefers to the time of
Israel’s redemption. The Talmud asks, “when is that time?” One of the
various answers is derived from this verse. “The Moshiach will not come
until the Jews have abandoned hope of redemption as it states: ‘He
shall relent... when He sees that the enemy progresses and no one
(feels that they) will be saved or assisted.””

My grandfather, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, of blessed memory in Emes
['Yaakov, his classic commentary on the Torah, asks, “How is it possible
that a prerequisite for the actual deliverance will be the total
abandonment of a very basic tenet of Judaism -- hope for
redemption? What does the Talmud mean when it says that the
Moshiach will not arrive until the Jewish people “lose all hope of
redemption”

My dear friend R* Mendy Kofman related the following story: Rabbi
Yaakov Rubin, the Brizdovitz Rav in Brookiyn is known for his wisdom
and warmth in nurturing many Russian immigrants in this country. One of
the families that he endeared was an amazing family of Russian
immigrants who, despite Communist rule and oppression remained
strongly committed to Judaism even behind the iron curtain. In fact, the
Rav hosted the family for a Sheva Berachos festivity for this family’s
daughter and her new groom.

During the meal the Rav rose to speak. He praised the incredible
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perseverance of this family and during the course of his speech he
discussed the Divine providence that helped them get out of Russia.
“Boruch Hashem,” concluded the Rav “The Ribbono Shel Olam
(Almighty) helped them and they got out of Russia...” Suddenly a
booming voice inaRussian accent interrupted.

It was the father of the bride. “Der Ribbono Shel Olam hut NIT
GEHULFEN! THE RIBBONO SHEL OLAM DID NOT HELP US!” The Rav froze
and stammered... ‘I mean, with the assistance of the Almighty...”
Again the voice boomed: “THE RBBONO SHEL OLAM DID NOT ASSIST
us!”

Eyes darted from the Rav and back to the man. The Rav was stammering,
the man was glowering. Suddenly the Russian man smiled widely as he
spoke softly. “Listen carefully. Der Rivbono Shel Olam did not help us!
Der Ribbono Shel Olam did not assist us! He did EVERYTHING!”
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reliance. If we rely on our own expertise and political abilities to extract
us from dire situations, if we think that all answers will be configured by
mortal diplomacy; then Moshiach will lock himself in his proverbial
room -- and wait. Only when we realize that redemption is in His hands
and truly only in His hands will Hashem send us the true redemption!

Found Innocent

Rabbi Akiva says, “Happy are you Israel! Before Whom do you purify
yourselves and Who purifies you? Your- Father in Heaven! As it says,
“The Mikvah of Israel is HASHEM!” (Jeremiah 17) Just as a Mikvah purifies
from sins so The Holy One Blessed Be He purifies Israel.” (Talmud Yuma
85 B) For on this day (Yom Kippur) He will make atonement for you to
cleanse you from all your sins, before HASHEM you wiill be cleansed.
(Vayikra 16:30) How do we gain atonement through Yom Kippur? Does
it work magically by itself? Is there something we have to do?

Rablboi Label Lam (Torah.org)

Many moons ago when | was about to start commuting daily to the “oig
City” a close rebbe and mentor suggested | do something | never
thousght | would be able to keep up. He advised that for the purpose of
spiritual maintenance that | immerse myself in a Mikvah every day. |
agreed to give it a try. | felt a difference almost immediately for some
seemingly mystical reason in the quality of my performance. “How
does it work?” | wondered. Only later | met these ultra poetic words of
the Rambam at the end of the laws of Mikva where he explains the
dynamics of a Mikva.

“The immersion to remove oneself from contamination is included in
the category of laws known as chukim-statutes because there is no
physical dirt that the water removes. It is strictly a decree of the verse
and depends upon the intent of the heart. Therefore if the person
immerses but decides to remain the same, it is as if he did not immerse
himself. The one who focuses his heart is purified even though nothing
bodily is renewed because he directed his heart to purify his soul from
spiritual contaminants which are wicked thousghts and bad attitudes
since he agreed in his heart to separate from these counselors and
enter his soul into “the waters of pure knowledge”.

That year on Yom Kippur, right near the end of the fast, before the final
prayer service “Neilah” we took a short break. | approached this
teacher of mine and expressed to him how much | missed the Mikva on
Yom Kippur. Of all the days not to be able to go, | felt deprived
somehow of that feeling | was getting used to daily. He looked at me
with eyes that shouted but he whispered softly, “If you think that you
need to 5o to the Mikva today, then you don’t understand what this day
is about!” He then said emphatically, “You're in the Mikva, right now! The
Mikva of Israel is HASHEM!”

His words changed my experience for the rest of that Yom Kippur and
many others to follow. | realized that on this special day we are
immersing ourselves in YUD / HEY / VUV / HEY. What activates the
cleaning process is the simple thought that we are soaking in the most
powerful truly universal solvent and that we wish to remove the all the
stains of stupidity that cloud our system. Then the dirt begins to fall
away and we only we remain.

Similarly, it has been said that Michelangelo was asked how he carved
that statue of David out of a solid singular slab of stone. He is reputed to
have answered, “| cut away everything that was not David and there he
was!” So itis when we are rid of all extraneous impurities on Yom Kippur,
we are once again please G-d- foundinnocent.

Sensitivity Training
Just hours before his death, Moshe teaches the Jewish Nation a song
with his final words of motivation and praises of G-d. It begins, "The

Rock, perfect is His work, for all His ways are justice; a G-d of faith,
without iniquity, righteous and fair is He." (Devarim 32:4) Rashi explains

Rabloi Shlomo Jarcaig (Torah.org)

the term "of faith", which connotes being trusted to fulfill a promise,
refers to G-d's trustworthiness to pay the righteous for their
righteousness in the World to Come. The seemingly superfluous
statement of "without iniquity" refers to the reality that even the wicked
are given reward for their righteousness, but their payment is in this
waorld.

This does not appear balanced. If rewards in this world are indeed
comparable to rewards in the next, should not the righteous be allotted
some physical rewards for their good deeds as are the wicked? If the
rewards are not comparable, why should the wicked people be
denied full payment for the few good deeds they did?

Our Sages teach us (Pirkei Avos 4:29) that one hour of spiritual bliss in
the World to Come is better than an entire life of pleasure in this world.
The righteous are not rewarded for fulfilling mitzvos in this world is
because any reward in this world would be substandard. Why then do
such rewards suffice for the non-righteous?

Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler explains that when a person dies, his soul, imbued
with all the values and character with which it lived, returns to G-d's
realm - a "world" where all experiences, including all rewards, are
exclusively spiritual. A person whose focus in life was physical and
temporal pleasures would find this situation the greatest torture. He
would find himself in a realm in which he cannot have the things he truly
wants, and he never developed the tools to appreciate the spiritual
treasures he does have. He does not value this cache for the reward it
truly is, so how can G-d reward him for the mitzvos he did do? He gives
this person the physical currencies he DOES value - wealth, honor,
luxuries - the remuneration of this temporal world. While such
compensation is comparatively insignificant, it is the reward he has
chosen for himself. But the person who focused on striving to connect
to the Divine, developing his character and G-d consciousness with
Torah study and mitzvah fulfillment, the physical necessities of this world
are a hindrance. With the demise of the physical body, those limitations
are removed and the soul can connect with G-d, fully able to
experience and enjoy the ultimate pleasure.

The development of that relationship, the genesis of that G-d
consciousness, is the product of the sensitivity training we choose to
utilize during our physical lives in this world. Throughout the just
completed Yom Kippur we often proclaimed, "For we are Your people
and You are our G-d, we are Your Children and You are our Father. We
are Your people and You are our King, we are your designated and You
are our Designated." Now, we need to live it!
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