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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Adam Bookman on the occasion of
the engagement of their daughter, Hadassah to Moishe Weiss
(Son of Mr & Mrs Benny Weiss of Prestwich).

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Richard Danziger on the birth of
twins.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Grant Pactor on the birth of a
daughter.

Chassonim

We wish Mazel Tov to our Chassonim for Simchas Torah:
nm nn The Rov, nwx1a nn David Wolfson, and 75 [mn
Dan Yosaif Bernhardt.

Simchas Beis HaShoeva

The Kehilla is invited to a Simchas Beis HaShoeva on Tueday,
Motzei Yom Tov from 9.30pm at the Rov’s Succah.

Hoshanos

The Hoshanos list is now available in Shul to book your
Hoshanos for Hoshana Rabba.

Simchas Torah Lunch

The Shul will be having a luncheon on Simchas Torah
following Davening at 12.30pm to which the whole Kehilla is
invited. Please confirm your attendance to Chizky via text on
07973 506262, stating the number of men/ladies/kids who
will be attending, by Wednesday 3rd October at the latest.

Daf HaYomi

The Daf Hayomi Shiur will be starting Meseches Shabbos on
Chol HaMoed to which all old and new members are
welcome. The Siyum on Meseches Brochos will take place at
the Seuda Shlishis on Parshas Noach.

Missing Seforim
May we please remind the Kehilla that Seforim in Shul are for
reference purposes and should not be removed from the

building. If anyone has any Seforim from the Shul, we ask that
you please return them at the earliest opportunity.

Keep In Touch

In order to keep everyone up to date with the Shul
timetable and activities, we have a text list as well as email list
(used for the newsletter). If you are not receiving the Shul
text messages, please text your name to 07813 326423. To
add your address to the email list, please go to the
newsletter archive on the Shul website to register..
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Consider the Changes Shawn Sacks

Remember the days of old, consider the years of each generation. Ask
your father and he will relate it to you, your elders and they will tell you.
(Devarim, Haazinu, 32:7)

As we approach the Shabbos between Yom Kippur and Succos, itis a
unique time of the year when striving for Teshuva brings Jews to great
spiritual heights as they look for ways to come closer to Hashem and his
torah. The above verse from Ha'azinu is especially appropriate at
informing us of the importance of remembering and learning from
history.

We all know the secular philosophy which says those who don’t
remember the past are doomed to repeat it, but why is this message
repeated in the above Passuk, what is the difference between

‘remember the days of old’ and ‘consider the years of each
generation.’

The Menachem Tzion resolves this question, as the word for years here
Shenos, can also be translated as ‘the changes’, consider the changes
of each generation. Times change, people change, circumstances
change. Not everything that worked in the past will work today, and not
everything that failed in the past will fail today. The Torah can never be
changed but it has enough built in flexibility to allow it to adapt
perfectly to all times and places.

Rabbi Chaim Soleveitchik of Brisk discusses this point. A Jew who has
firm Emunah in Hashem believes that everything occurs in this world is
controlled by a just and merciful G-d, who knows what is ultimately
good for his creations. Jews who recognise this are far more able to
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face the occurrences in life which defy any rational explanation. For
those who face life without this, life is often an inexplicable mystery,
replete with gnawing, unanswerable questions. A believing Jew has no
guestions while a non believer has no answers'.

As we all have limited time on earth we often don’t understand the full
picture or appreciates how Hashem’s plans ultimately come to fruition.
News travels fast in today’s world and people search for meaning
behind the events and their attention is riveted to explanations offered
by news commentators and political analysts. A Torah Jew should not
place undue credibility on the opinions of these “experts”. They often
confuse the cause and effect. We see numerous times how their
analysis is refuted and contradicted.

This is why in this weeks’ Parsha the torah commands us to seek the
advice of our sages to understand the years of generation after
generation. Its so simple , yet so profound. A Jew who wishes to
understand current events, or difficulties in his own life or history in
general, should turn for guidance to the Torah sages. Instead of, as we
often see, those who are questioning or have lost their way, turn to
guidance almost everywhere and from almost everyone but fail to turn
to their own torah sages. By ceaselessly immersing themselves in
Talmud they are able to recognise Hashem'’s guiding hand in history and
all that occurs in our lives. They are able to understand the past and
present and how to deal with the future. Their clear analysis of the
situation will properly identify the real cause and effect.

So during Shabbos this week just after Yom Kippur it is especially
important to strengthen the bond of reliance on the direction of our
elders, the Gedolei Yisrael, and turn to them to understand the years of
generation after generation.

Succos - Staying Focused

For most holidays, the Torah reading is the narration of the events the
festival is commemorating. This past week's Yom Kippur reading
detailed the procedures for the special service in the Bais HaMikdash
(Holy Temple in Jerusalem). The Pesach reading recounts the Exodus
from Egypt, and we read of the Revelation at Sinai on Shavuos. Succos,
though, does not honor one particular event, so the reading comes
from Parshas Emor, where all of the holy days are discussed in the
middle of a narration of numerous facets of Divine service.

"On the fifteenth day of [Tishrei] is the festival of Succos, a seven day
period for Hashem." (Vayikra/Leviticus 23:34). It is noteworthy that the
Torah calls this holiday "Succos" (plural of succah) but has not, at this
point, explained why a succah is germane to the celebration. It is not
until the end of the narrative, even after the discussion of the mitzvah of
the Four Species, inverses 42 and 43, that itis related, "You shall dwell in
booths ("succos") for a seven day period...So that your generations will
know that | caused the Children of Israel to dwell in booths when | took
them out of the land of Egypt." If our observance of dwelling in booths
is the focus of the festival, these closing verses are out of place; they
should be at the opening.

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein explains that the concept of "succah" - living in a
transient, temporary abode - is not novel to the Jew. Essential to our
faith is the precept that our daily existence in this world is given to us as
our chance to perfect our spiritual selves and develop a G-d
consciousness by utilizing mitzvah opportunities and studying Torah.
Furthermore, since the physical trappings of our existence in this world
are given to us as aids to achieving our spiritual objectives, there should
be no discomfort when we spend money or utilize assets for the
fulfillment of mitzvos or giving of charity; this is ultimately why we were
giventhese assets!

Therefore, concludes Rabbi Feinstein, the concept of "succos" is not
new, as it is lived everyday, no matter where we find ourselves. The
festival of Succos was given to us to help concretize and fortify this
tenetin a practical, substantive way.

This understanding also offers a deeper insight as to why we are
foroidden from residing in the succah when it is extremely

Rabbi Pinchas Avruch (Torah.org)

uncomfortable, such as when itis raining or very cold. If the essence of
the succah is to teach the perspective to be maintained through our
daily lives - which includes the mindset that our assets should never be
the cause for a sense of discomfort because they are all a temporary
means to a greater end - then that lesson cannot be learned when the
succah is physically uncomfortable.

The famed Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisrael Meir HaKohen Kagan of Radin;
1838-1933; author of basic works in Jewish law, philosophy and
ethics and renowned for his saintly qualities) once welcomed a visitor
into his home. The visitor was somewhat surprised to see the Spartan
condiitions in which this renowned leader of Torah Judaism lived, with
only a simple wooden table and some benches furnishing the main
room of the simple house. When asked what bothered him, the guest
blurted out, "Where is your furniture?" Rabbi Kagan responded,
"Where is yours?" The visitor answered, "l am only a guest here. | didn't
bring any furniture." To which the Chofetz Chaim replied, "l, too, am
only a guest in this world. My most prized possessions, my Torah
learning and mitzvos, are waiting for me in my real home in the World to
Come."

Our liturgy refers to the festival of Succos as "the time of our
happiness". After the teshuva (return to G-d) of the month of Elul, the
recognition of G-d as our Father and King on Rosh HaShanah and the
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spiritual cleansing of Yom Kippur, we now have seven days to enjoy and
revel in our new relationship with our Father in Heaven. The blessings we
asked for on the High Holy Days are not an end to themselves. The
succah reminds us that we must not to become distracted by the
temporal; we must keep our focus on our ultimate objective of building
the bond.

And Some Good FOOd, Too! Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

Why is this time of the year titled "The Time of Our Happiness'? What's so
happy about braving the chilly elements while sitting in a flimsy booth for
7 plus days? If it would be advertised in some travel magazine as a family
vacation package of a lifetime, with pictures of a crowded Sukkah, I'm
afraid not too many people would nibble. Most people would be
more enticed by luxurious settings, Jacuzzis, tennis, and tons of fun for
kids of all ages. Yet, we are told to go into the Sukkah and be happy.

The Mishne in Pirke' Avos (6:4) seems to make a strange statement, "This
is the way of Torah: Bread with salt you will eat with @ measure of water.
On the ground you will sleep. A life of austerity you will live. And in the
Torah you will tolil. If you will do so, happy you will be and it will be good
foryou. Happy will you be in this world and it will be good for you in the
nextworld!"

Questions! 1) When was a vow of poverty instituted as fprior
requirement to learning Torah? Since when have we been an ascetic
cult? 2) Why does the Mishne promise happiness in this world? We can
imagine that somehow through self-denial a person can achieve a
degree of good for himself in the next world but how does that match
up with a promise of happiness here and now?

Reb Simcha Zissel, the Alter from Kelm highligshted a key phrase that may
just open this statement to its true intent. The words, "if you do so." are
critical. The Torah is not advocating poverty as a way of life. The Mishne is
saying that the Torah has the ability to promote the most exalted
happiness even under the most severe circumstances of life. This can
only be appreciated "if you are the one doing so"! A portrait of the inner
life does not lend itself to the superficial gaze of the casual on looker.

Early in the morning | remarked to a study partner my amazement that the
Vilna Gaon slept only two hours in a twenty-four period. How could he
do it? My friend corrected me and my misrepresentation of the facts,
“It's not that he slept only two hours. He wasn't into sleep deprivation.
He was involved with learning Torah twenty-two hours in a day! The joy
of Mitzvos filled up his waking hours."

If one is tired while driving there is good piece of advice to eat or drink
something. Very rarely do people fall asleep while eating ice cream. The
Vilna Gaon was as if eating ice cream all day, and this delight displaced
the desire for sleep. Now go and explain that to someone that never
had that level of experience in learning. That's the challenge of the
Mishne!

There is a profound difference between "happiness" and "fun". When
we are screaming with the crowd at a ball game or sailing down the
steep section of a roller coaster it can be said at that moment, "we are
having fun", but are we "happy"? When crammed into the back of a
plane pressed up against a window for a long 10 e hour ride only to
find out that no kosher meal was reserved, we are not likely having "fun”.
However, in that sardine scene if we are ever conscious that in a number
of hours we will be in the "Holy Land" and shortly thereafter at the
Western Wall even though we are not having fun, as we inch closer to the
goal, we may still be experiencing happiness. Importantly, nobody said
that a Sukkah, like a plane-ride, can't have a little leg-room and some
good food too!

The Limited

Last week, a friend pointed out to me a very interesting insight. He noted
that both the first direct command in the Torah to an individual and the
last have a striking similarity. Hashem's last charge in the Torah is the
directive to His beloved servant Moshe. Hashem tells him to stand on a
mountain and view the Land of Israel. He shows him its beautiful hills,
valleys, and fertile plains. Then He says, "you shall not go there."

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
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Similarly, the Torah besgins with a very similar scenario. Adam, in the
Garden of Eden, is shown the entire Garden of Eden. After he is shown
the fruit of all its trees and invited to partake in all its delicious beauty, he
iswarned. One tree, The Tree of Knowledse, is forbidden.

Can there be a connection between the restrictions placed upon
Adam in the Garden and those placed upon Moshe in the final stages
of his life? Why does the Torah begin and end with bountiful visions that
are bordered by restrictions?

As Rav of the tiny village of Tzitivyan, my grandfather, Rav Yaakov
Kamenetzky, and his family lived in dire poverty. On his meager
wages, the children went hungry and had hardly any clothes to
wear. It was no wonder that jubilation filled Reb Yaakov's home
upon hearing that he was the preferred candidate for the
Rabbinate of Wilkomir, the third-largest Jewish city in Lithuania.
He was assured of the position and was told that the K'sav
Rabbanus, the Rabbinical contract, would be forthcoming.

After a few weeks of waiting, however, Reb Yaakov was informed
that his hopes had been dashed. The position was given to a
colleague whose influential family had affected the revised
decision. Though the Kamenetzky family was almost in mourning,
Reb Yaakov assured them that sometimes no is the best answer.
"We may not always understand it at the time, but, there is a clear
future even when your hopes and dreams seem to have been
destroyed."

The continued dire poverty solidified my grandfather's decision
to come to America, where he eventually created a life of Torah
leadership.

The town of Wilkomir was decimated by the Nazis, who killed almost all
of its inhabitants along with their Rav.

Perhaps the Torah is sending an underlying message through its greatest
mortals. Not everything you would like to have is yours for the asking.
And not everything that your eyes behold is yours for the taking. This
world is confined. You can't have it all. And what you don't take may be
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atrue blessing. On this earth there will always be wants that we will not,
cannot, and should not obtain.

The Torah is replete with restrictions. They present themselves in what
we put in our mouths, what we put in our minds, and what we wear on
our bodies. Life must embrace self-control.

Torah Jews are lucky, however. Their sense of 'no" is already in the
know. By following the clear guidelines of the 365 negative
commandments, they are safeguarded and conditioned for many of
the difficult responses they face in a very tempting society.

The Torah surrounds its entirety with that message. Moshe on his exit
had to hear it, just as Adam did upon his entry. As we just ended a year
and besgin a new one, itis important for us to hear it as well.

No Bracha on The Mitzva of Building a Succah?
Binyomin Rose (shortvort.com)

We have special Brochos for so many Mitzvos, why not for building a
sukkah?

The Classic Commentaries bring a multitude of answers to this question.
The Gemorra in tractate Menachos (42), and the Tur Orach Chayim
bring some of these answers.

The Imrei Shaul adds his own insight to this question. He tells us that the
Bracha is actually hinted at in the very Mitzvah itself. For when one builds
a "complete" Sukkah, it is composed of four walls (d'fanos) with
S'chach on top. If one adds up the numerical value (Gematriya) of the
word dofen (singular for wall), multiply it by four, and then add the
Gematriya of the word S'chach, one comes up with the same gematriya
as the words "Baruch Atah Hashem" [ a total of 660]. The Bracha is
hidden in the very Sukkah itself!

On a side point.... maybe one could add that this fits well with the

concept that the Mitzvah of Sukkah is one of those unique Mitzvos that
the Jew completely "immerses" himself into it, the Mitzvah totally
surrounds him as he performsiit.
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