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Mazel Tov to Dr Danny Dresner and Mrs Dresner on the
occasion of the engagement of their daughter, Eliana to Alex
Waters from London.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Simon Grant on the occasion of the
Aufruf of their son, Nosson this Shabbos. The Kehilla is
invited to a Kiddush after Davenning at their home, 22 Vine
Street. The Chassuneh takes place on Wednesday.

Front Door Locks

We have had problems with the number locks on the front
doors. We are currently waiting for parts to arrive to resolve
the issues, though if either door doesn’t work, please use
the other.

Please ensure the doors are closed outside regular
Davenning or Shiurim times.
Rov’s Hashkofa Shiurim

The Rov will be giving the second of a three part series of
Hashkofa Shiurim pre-Rosh HaShana this Wednesday evening
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at 9.15pm. The final Shiur takes place next Wednesday.
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The Chain Effect of Our Actions

Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

Rashi in his commentary to this week's parsha emphasizes the idea
of cause and effect. Rashi points out that this is true in both a
negative and positive sense. In the words of the rabbis of the
Mishna, a mitzva causes other mitzvot to occur while a
transgression automatically drags along other sins in its wake. This is
why the rabbis describe a wise person as being one who can see
the future consequences of events and human behavior.

It is not only the individual act itself that is of consequence and
importance. It is rather the sequence of behavior and related
consequences that flow from that individual act that are just as
important. The Jewish soldier who takes the captive woman unto
himself in @ moment of temporary passion is not intending that the
end result of this act will be enduring domestic strife, hatred and
eventually a dissolute and dangerous child.

But all behavior creates a ripple effect in life and many unintended
conseqguences are derived from an intentional act of poor
judgment and base desire. And the opposite is also true. A
positive act of tradition and Torah service brings to the person
performing that act of goodness and kindness unforeseen
opportunities to perform other acts of goodness and kindness.

The performance of mitzvot leads to there being a protective

fence that surrounds one's home and is redemptive in so many
other unforeseen ways. Again, Judaism is committed to a far
sighted view of life and behavior and the understanding that
nothing that a person does or says is truly to be deemed
inconsequential.

The charitable person will be given many continuing
opportunities to be charitable. The miser will soon realize that no
one will frequent his home or office. Initially he may feel relieved at
this situation, but he will eventually regret it for it brings with it a loss
of stature, a poor reputation and a loneliness of the soul.

The story is told about a wealthy man who, because of his
wealth, gave much charity and had many visitors and was
held in great esteem in his community. People came to him
for advice and succor, though he was not particularly noted
for his wit or wisdom. One day he decided that he would no
longer give any charity. As this news spread, the visitors soon
dwindled and eventually stopped altogether. The man
complained to his wife: "l don't understand why people
stopped coming. My funny jokes and good advice are still
available to them!"

People often mistake honors and attention paid to them as being
their personal right when that honor or attention is only given to
them because of their good deeds. It is clear that a person's
actions and behavior propels his reputation and standing in the
eyes of humankind as well as Heaven.

The Psalmist put it most bluntly: "If only humans would be wise
and discerning and appreciate what their end will look like." It is
not only about our eventual mortality that the Psalmist speaks. It is
also certainly about the consequences here in our lifetime - of our
acts, attitudes and behavior.

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 6.30pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos Between 6.30pm and 6.55pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

wi7 DT 910 9.48am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm / 7.24pm

Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 7.54pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 8.29pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.20pm (Late Maariv @ 10.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  6.15pm (Shabbos 7.09pm)
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NN D YD Place the letters from the purple grid into each box so
that each row across and each column down and each
box-square will contain all the letters
Remember that each letter or image may appear only
once in any row, column, or box-square

Parsha Sudoku

1. Why is a nnmi 7o |a killed for a relatively small crime?

9. A bird is nesting in a tree in your garden. That means that
you can perform the nixn of |7n ni?w every day! True or
false?

. What act constitutes sowing o'x'73 in a vineyard?

. What is the p1 of 275 np? nnn“n_nn

5. When is a person working in a field, NOT allowed to eat

as he goes along?

6. ‘A new wife” comes to exclude?

. From where do we learn that it is wrons, in general, to

strike another person?
H. Find another “m1 n27” phrase in the nnoon.
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The Battle of Our Lives Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)
Whenyou go out to war against your enemy...(Devarim 21:10)

The Torah only speaks versus the yetzer hara- the negative
inclination. ..(Rashi)

While still an unmarried yeshiva man | started learning with a friend
the classic ethical work Mesilas Yesharim- The Path of the Just by
Moshe Chaim Luzzato. Right before the semester was to end we
reached aline in the book that baffled us. We closed the cover for
the summer break with a big question mark hovering overhead.
Describing the human condition, he writes, “In truth a man is
placed in the midst of a raging battle, since all things in this world

whether 800d or not are tests for the man.” We wondered aloud, There | was floating on my back, soaking up the warm rays of the
“What war? If we would ask “the manin the street” ifhe’saware of  sun, and reveling in the experience. | shouted to the others, “Hey
the “raging battle” he might accuse us of being paranoid fools. quys, this is great! We gotta come back here again!” | waited for
A few days later four of us were in the Delaware River in two some response. | soon realized that they were gone. Where were
canoes. After passing the rough rapids, the river became wide  the canoes? Where's that flat gray rock that was there moments
and seemingly still, so we decided to treat ourselves. We pulled ago? That could not have moved. | began to realize, as | was
the canoes onto a flat gray slab of rock and jumped into the now treading water, that the current had pulled me far down stream.

calm lake like waters for a swim. So, | started to swim back. It was not easy at all. The subtle
imperceptible force of the river that had carried me so far so fast
was now weighing heavily against me. It took a Herculean effort and
it left me drained just to get back to where | had once been.

Weeks later, when we reopened the books, the lesson became
clear. Why does that “raging war” seem to be the stuff of fiction?
Perhaps, the reason is because so many are so often floating
blissfully unaware going with the flow down stream. However,
when we make any simple effort to improve, to change our
direction, the weight of the river, the inertia of a lifetime of habits and
attitudes are bearing down dissuading and discourasging us. Only
with a determined will and great effort can we recover old ideals
and then hope to move swimmingly beyond.

The Chovos Halevavos-Duties of the Heart tells an apocryphal story
about a certain pious man that confronted some soldiers returning
with the spoils of war after vanquishing their enemy in a fierce battle.
He told them, “Now that you are returning victorious from the small
battle, get ready for the big battle.” They asked him in great
wonderment, “Which big battle?” He answered them, “The battle
withyour self!l”

As we prepare to weigh in for another “new year” it would be nice
to think that all the effort and striving we have invested in the last
many months have left us somewhat improved. We hope we have
not yielded sacred ground in what we may to realize is nothing less
than the battle of our lives.
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Parsha Wordsearch
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