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Mazel Tov to the Rov & Rebbetzen on the birth of a grand
daughter, born to Mr & Mrs Jeremy Reuben.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Bernard Levey on the birth of a
grandson, born to Mr & Mrs Elli Barron in Yerushalayim.

Kiddush

There will be a Kiddush after Davening in the hall which is
being sponsored by Mr & Mrs Jitzchak Nager on the
occasion of the 6th birthday of their twins, Shloimie and
Gadi.

Dr & Mrs Yochanan Di Veroli invite the Kehilla to a Kiddush
after Davening in their home, 10 Norwood Avenue on the
occasion of the birth of their daughter, Anaelle Malka - Mazel
Tov!

Vort

The Rov & Rebbetzen take great pleasure in inviting the
Kehilla to the Vort of their son Naftoli to Ruchama Abraham
which will take place on Sunday from 4.00 - 6.00pm at 3/5
Marston Road.

Mishnayos Shiur

Please note that for the next three weeks, the Rov's Shabbbos
afternoon Mishnayos Shiur will be replaced by a Shiur on the

Halachos of the Yomim Noroim.
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The Ongoing War

The opening posuk of our sedra says "Ki Seitzei la milchomo al oi
vecha" - "when you go out to war onto your enemies" [Devorim
21:10]. Whilst the simple pshat is that the Torah is talking abbout a
physical war, the Ohr HaChaim understands the posuk is alluding
toman's constant battle with the Yetzer Hora.

Indeed, several years ago the Rov Shilta gave over a drosho that
compares this posuk with one in Behalosocho: "when you go to
wage war in your land asgainst an enemy who oppresses you"
[Bamidar 10:9].

The posuk in our sedra seems to imply an offensive war on a
battleground and time of our choosing whilst the second posuk
seems to be talking about a defensive war instigated by our
enemies.

In addressing the difference between these two posukim, the
Rov highlighted the similarities to our ongoing war with the Yetzer
Hora. If we are fighting a defensive war against the Yetzer Hora — it
has the advantage. However, if we take the battle to the Yetzer
Horg, itis us who are more likely to be victorious.

David Levine

Why is this the case? Clearly any general would like to prepare his
plan of attack. He'd like to choose a battleground and time that
best suits the strengths and makeup of his forces. Assuming he has
the luxury in doing so, then the odds are stacked in his favour. If
however he is merely reacting to the aggressive moves of the
enemy then almost by definition he is at a disadvantage. | believe
in American Football the term is “the best defense is a good
offense”. Recognising the Yad Hashem can compare the success
the Israeli Defense Forces merited in the six-day way in 1967
(where they instigated the attack) to the near disaster of the Yom
Kippur war in 1973 when the Arab armies launched a surprise
invasion.

If we are indlifferent to the threat that the Yetzer Hora represents, it
will besiege us. We will have to fight a defensive war with a
significant risk that we will lose. As the Chofetz Chaim once said
"the most difficult war is man's war against his Yetzer Hora".

However, if we are wary and recognise the threat the Yetzer Hora
poses then we can come up with a strategy to defeat it - and we
can wase war against it on a battlefield and time of our choosing.
As it says in Mishlei 20:18 "Thoughts conceived in counsel will be
firm; wage war with strategies" This latter approach clearly has
much higher odds of success.

It is now the end of our holiday and time to prepare ourselves for
the Awesome days that are quickly approaching. It is a time for
deep introspection and preparation for the accounting we must
give of ourselves.

I would like to humbly suggest it is also a time to take note of the
warning signs that the force of the Yetzer Hora is mustering against
us. We should devise our own strategies to go out and wase
battle with the evil inclination in such a way as we are most likely to
succeed.

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos
Candle Lighting and Shabbos

6.15pm / 7.00pm

Ist Minyan - not before 6.35pm
2nd Minyan - 7.05pm - 7.25pm|

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

W {7 DT 9I0 9.49am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm / 7.45pm

Motzei Shabbos 8.50pm

Sunday 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 6.45am / 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos ~ 6.00pm / 6.45pm

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk



Gut Shabbos.
Two People, One Soul Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

An oft-encountered debate among students seeking a life partner
revolves around the various criteria that are deemed essential in a
spouse. Students often have difficulty pinning down precisely
what they are looking for. After some discussion, the laundry list of
high expectations is whittled down to a few essentials that
invariably center on the seeker's perceived needs, as in, 'l need
someone who understands me, someone who makes me feel
comfortable, a deep thinker" and so forth.

In these discussions | sometimes ask the student to remove the "I"
from the equation. This is a far more difficult exercise than one
might think. It totally reverses the focus. The question now
becomes: What type of person do you think you could best
service? When the emphasis is on what | myself need to secure
marital bliss, the answers are at my fingertips. | know what | need,
and what | want. But when the question is how | can best
contribute to someone else's growth and happiness, quite a
different list will emerge. This exercise sets the framework for the
Torah's approach to marriage.

In this week's Torah portion, the Torah introduces us to the process
with which we effect the marriage bond. "When a man takes a
woman unto himself," is how the posuk begins the discussion of
marriage-related issues. . The Hebrew word for taking, "yikach," is
defined in the Talmud as the process by which marriage becomes
legally binding. Since the verb "to take" is found in another context
where it means to take possession of something, we can learn
from there that marriage, too, involves the same principle of taking
possession. The rite of taking possession is performed by the man
through his giving the bride a sum of money, or an item of value
such as ring. This is derived from the fact that the word 'yikach'
occurs in the Torah in connection with Avraham's purchase of a
field as a burial plot.

When Avraham purchased from Efron the famed me'aras
hamachpeilah, the cave in Heloron, as a burial plot for his wife, the
Torah makes a point of spelling out that it was purchased with
money. So, too, say the sages, one acquires a wife by giving her
money.

The concept of acquiring a wife throush the act of giving her
something of value may appear to be demeaning to a woman.
After all, is marriage at bottom a financial transaction? Surely, both
partners equally contribute to building a home. Why then do the
official rites of Jewish marriage involve the payment of money from
the husband to the wife-to-be?

The deeper wisdom of the Torah teaches that husband and wife
are essentially one soul in the upper spheres. That soul descends
earthward, and is invested in two different people with disparate
life conditions and contrasting personalities. Through the process
of marriage, hustand and wife surrender their ego and transcend
their difference by devoting themselves to one another. In this
manner, they become one unit, ensuring that their souls will remain
eternally connected to the Divine, and restored to their state of
oneness in the world of souls.

My father, of blessed memory, was a passionate collector of old
Hebrew books. Our home resembled something of a library. My
father devoted much of his free time to cataloging and researching
his beloved collection. The most important part of an old book is
of course the title page. Since that is the first page of any book, it is
often worn and torn from years of use. An important aspect of a
book collector's job is to restore the title page. My father would
excitedly show me many restored title pages from various works.

A superb job was one where you could discern the repaired
seams only when the book was held up to the light.

My Dad knew a superb craftsman who worked for the British
museum, whose restoration work was world class. He would
only undertake one book every four years, during which time he
would painstakingly craft book fragments together, subjecting
them to his unigue restoration process. | recall that once, one of
my father's most cherished books came ack from his shop. My
father's joy was palpable as he put the sefer up to the light and
showed me the incredible restoration work. The seams were
almost impossible to detect. The ancient title page looked as if it
had just come off the press.

Perhaps we can use the idea of book restoration as a metaphor
for our mission in marriage. Two fragmented souls must realign and
reconnect seamlessly. This can only be accomplished by each
devoting themselves wholeheartedly and completely to one
another, When both souls are seamlessly integrated and are
restored to their exalted place in the celestial throne, the Divine
joyisboundless.

It is for this reason that the Torah's formula for making a marriage
binding is derived from Avraham's purchase of the me'aras
hamachpela, the burial plot for his wife Sarah. The only way a
marriage can blossom and flourish is if both partners focus from
the very beginning on their immortal connection, always aware
that they are two people with one soul, and that after a lifetime,
the divided soul will unify at the celestial source.

Thus, as Avraham acquired the burial plot for Sarah, he paid
trioute to the fact that their pure and holy connection continued in
the afterlife. In this way, our patriarchs and matriarchs set the tone
for an ideal and ennobling marriage for all future generations.

Ohr Yerushalayim is
delighted to welcome

| Maki
%P“"f“ Mordechai

fayer

> Potash x"vbvw

author of
‘Making the most of prayer’

who will give a short
Drosha between Kabolas
Shabbos and Maariv at the
second Minyan this Friday
night

Guest Speaker

Leilui Nishmos Gedalya Chanoch Klyne
and Moshe and Yitzchok Haffner z”I

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk



