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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs David Bondt on the birth of a son. The
Sholom Zochor takes place at their home, 2 Links Crescent (off
Brooklands Road, Prestwich).

Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs David Wolfson on the birth of a
granddaughter, born to Mr & Mrs Rapport of Yerushalayim.
Kiddush

There will be a Kiddush in Shul after Davenning which is being
anonymously sponsored.

Mr & Mrs Jonny Goodman invite the Kehilla to a Kiddush at their
home, 1 Arlington Avenue after Davenning this Shabbos to
celebrate the recent birth of their daughter - Mazel Tov!

D'OINX 0N

We wish D'DINXR DN to Mr Robert Berman on the Petirah of his
Mother. He will be returning to Manchester on Friday and sitting
Shiva from Motzei Shabbos at 132 Neville Road until Tuesday
morning. Shacharis is at 7.15am, Mincha at 6.00pm and Maariv at

8.00pm.

? r&Ewg ece LATE%T MEW% X1 E"ATE@?

All Things Considered

One of the episodes in the Torah that is most difficult to
understand is the story of the Golden Calf. Not only is it almost
incomprehensible that a nation which saw the hand of Hashem
redeem them had become so perfidious. After such majestic
revelation, the words that they used to declare the Golden Calf as
their new god are inconceivable.

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

The Torah tells us that Moshe, according to the Jews' calculations,
tarried in returning from Sinai's mountaintop. The Jews panicked.
Egyptian converts who joined the Jews at the exodus stirred the
crowd. So Ahron stalled for time. He asked them to donate prized
possessions -- the gold and silver that were taken from the
Egyptians and now were worn by the women and children. The
men didn't wait for their spouses. In the most enthusiastic
response to an appeal to date, they gave their own gold. This gold
meant a lot to them. It was their first taste of freedom in 210 years.
But they gave impulsively and passionately. Ahron took the gold
and heaved it into a large fire, and with uncalled-for input from a
few sorcerers, a Golden Calf emerged. That was bad enough.
What is more striking is the declaration of the nation that followed.
The people danced around their newly created deity and
shouted, "These are your gods which brought you up from the
land of Egypt!" (Exodus:32:8)

What could they have meant? Could they truly have thought that
the molten image of the Golden Calf led them from Egypt? It's an
absurdity! Surely they did not believe that a Golden Calf was their

leader.

Rabbi Emanuel Feldman of Atlanta, in his recent work Tales Out of
Shul, related that he once made a hospital visit to a gentlemen from
south Georsia. He promptly received the following letter.

"Dear Rabbi: Thank you for visiting my husband in the hospital. |
thousght that orthodox Rabbis just sit and study and pray all day. |
am pleased that you do not."

Another time, Rabbi Feldman writes, he was on a plane, and due
to overbooking he was bumped up from economy class to a seat
in the first class section of the aircraft. During the entire flight, a
major Jewish philanthropist, who was seated in first class as a
matter of monetary right, kept staring at Rabbi Feldman with a look
of curious displeasure. As they were departing the aircraft, the
wealthy man could control himself no longer. "Excuse me, Rabbi,"
he imposed. "Do you always fly first class?"

At first Rabbi Feldman was taken aback but he composed himself
and without apologies he comfortably replied, “Doesn't
everyoody?"

People have impressions of defining actions, moments, and
behavior. "Orthodox Rabbis pray all day and don't tend to the
sick." "A Rabbi is paid to fly in economy class -- not first class." The
same holds true of mitzvos. Often we designate certain mitzvos as
the raison d'étre of Judaism. Certain mitzvos or ideals become a
cause celebré as others fall to the wayside. We ignore some as we
point our fingers to our favorites and shout, "This is our god!"

The Jews thought that Moshe would never return. They were leftin
the dessert with nothing -- except one mitzvah. Their beloved
leader Moshe had asked them to ask the Egyptians for gold and
silver. And they did. That gold and silver represented their
emergence into freedom. It was the remnant of the glory of their

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 5.47pm
Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 5.52pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am
W7 INT 9I0 9.96am
Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 5.08pm
Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 1.30pm / 5.38pm
Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 6.53pm

Sunday 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 6.45am / 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 6.00pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  6.06pm (Shablbos 6.01pm)

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk



redemption and the now-missing man who importuned them to
ask for gold. It was all that reminded them of the man that gave
them a sense of pride and justice. That gold now stood in front of
them in the form of a calf. That gold was now their god! They had
chosen a mitzvah, cherished it, danced about it, and
unfortunately, now they worshippediit.

There is no one aspect to Judaism. There are 613 mitzvos, and not
one of them can stand alone. When one mitzvah is chosen and
placed as the defining moment of Judaism, it is nothing more than
a Golden Calf. For Judaism cannot depend on one good deed
alone. All things must be considered.

Raise Your Head

The Torah commands that a count of the Jewish people should be
undertaken. Such a count was in fact taken a number of times
during the sojourn of the people of Israel in the Sinai desert. What
is noteworthy is the language — the words the Torah uses in
ordering this count to take place.

The literal translation of those words is “When you raise the heads
of the Jewish people to assess their numbers...” The Torah does
not state simply “when you count the people of Israel.” Instead it
teaches us a very important lesson in Jewish and family life. A
person who is counted and considers himself or herself to be part
of the Jewish people has to do so by being a person with a raised
head. That person has to feel that he or she is special, chosen, set
aside for a particular mission in life. The raised head is the symbol
of Jewish pride and determination.

The count of the Jewish people is not meant to be merely
numerical. It is far more profound and meaningful. It is really a
count-me-in type of equation. Thus the task of the leader of the
people is not only to come up with an accurate population
number but, perhaps even more importantly, to inspire and raise
those being counted to a greater understanding of their role and
purpose in being part of the Jewish people. For eventually, being
counted as a member of the Jewish people requires
commitment, effort and constant personal development.

We are all aware of the injunction not to count Jews directly, as in

Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

1. What do we learn from the fact that nia'7n was included in the
noj7?

. According to "wn, why did nwn throw down the nini7?

. In what way do we know that we are the chosen people?

. Why did 'n have to “shield” nun?

. What incredible difference does »wn point out regarding the
ways that ‘n gave both sets of nini7?

6. What is the status of the lamb given to redeem a firstborn

donkey?
7. How did nun teach each nixn four times?

H. Why was inrTaiy afraid to obey in'7x and go to arnx?
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this week’s parsha, where they were counted by the number of
half shekels collected by the census takers. We read in the book of
Shmuel that King Saul counted the Jewish people by assessing the
number of individual sheep. The same lesson is involved in this rule
as the idea mentioned in the previous paragraph — that the true
count of the people of Israel is never only in the raw number of
people present. It is in the worth of the individual, the pride and
self-esteem of being Jewish - and that is not something that can
easily be assessed by a number.

Coins and sheep are susceptible to being counted numerically —
not the Jewish people or for that matter any human being. The
influence of a life is something not given to physical measurement
or numerical count. The Torah commands us to raise our heads, to
become more knowledgeable, devoted and committed to its
holy values, observances and spiritual outlook. Each individual
Jew must feel and believe that he or she is special, unique, vital
and necessary for the whole nation to exist and prosper.

People who feel “there is no difference if | am Jewish, observant,
or part of a people” do themselves and the Jewish people as a
whole a great disservice. Only those who proudly raise their
heads are truly part of the eternal count of the Jewish people.
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