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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Danny Dresner on the occasion of the
wedding of their son Avi this Sunday.

Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzin on the occasion of the
wedding of their neice.

Rosh Chodesh Breakfast

The Rosh Chodesh breakfast has been moved to a new day. The
Seder Halimud will take place on the first Sunday after Rosh
Chodesh.

The next breakfast takes place this Sunday. Seder Halimud is at
7.50am. Shacharis is at 8.20am followed by breakfast at 9am.
All members are invited to join in.

I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

Job Placement Ralobi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Once asgain, this week, Moshe comes under fire. This time he is
attacked by his very own cousin, Korach, who claims that partiality and
not Heavenly direction resulted in the choosing of Aharon as the Kohen
Gadal.

Korach did not come alone. He riled up 250 prominent leaders to vilify
Moshe, and question the entire process of appointing both the
princely and the priestly leadership.

But Moshe did not cower. He gave them an offer they could not refuse.,
Al 250 menwere to ty to offer the k'tores, a highly potent combination
of spices and fragrances that the kohen offered each day 'in that way
we willknow, who is "the real, (parden the pun,) McKoyhen'!

He spoke to Korach and to his entire assembly, saying, 'In the morning
G-d will make known the one who is His own and the holy one, and He
will draw him close to Himself, and whomever He will choose, He will
draw close to Himself (Numbers 16:5). The double expression is
troubling, If He will draw those holy close to himself, then of course
those who He chooses will be drawn close to Him. Why the specific
repetition of drawing near?

Inthe mid 1800's, Rabloi Avraham Shmuel of Aishishok served as the Rav
of the town of Rassein, a small village near Kownus, Lithuania, A brilliant
scholarand the author of the Amudei Aish, the community revered him
and afforded him the utmost respect. Unfortunately, the Czar
govermnment of that era had different visions for a rabbi and appointed
their own lackey, a puppet of the state known as a Rav Mitaam. The Rav
Mitaam served as the official liaison to the Russian Government and any
official dictate or transaction, having to do with Judaism, went only
through the Rav Mitaam. Unfortunately for that Rabbi, the townsfolk
knew of his very limited capabilities, and relegated him to a seat in the
middle of the congregation near the Bimah as opposed to the
tradlitional place up front nearthe Holy Ark.

But one week the young designate decided that he had enough. He
wanted to be afforded the same dignity as Rabbi Avraham Shmuel. He
woke up early that Shabblbos and came to shul before anyone arrived.
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He sat himself down in the seat designated for Rabbi Avwaham Shmuel
next to the Aron Kodesh. No one had the nerve to say anything to him
for fear of government reprisal.

During that era, immediately before Musaf, all congregations throughout
Russia said a special prayer on behalf of the Government and Czar
Nikolai. That week the chazan, it is not known whether it was an
orchestrated ploy or a lapse in memory, forgot to say the prayer. He
was about to continue with the Musaf service when suddenly an
elderty Jew, a former cantonist soldier who was captured as a
youngster and forced to serve in the Czar's army for many years,
jumped up from his seat and charged toward the front of the
synagosgue. He began raining blows on the official designated rabbi,
the Rav Mitaam.

"What kind of Rabbi are you!" he shouted. "How dare you allow the
chazan to forget the prayer on behalf of our benevolent leader? |
served the Czar faithfully for twenty years and you forget to bless him?!"
The congregants joined the fray, some trying to separate the older
soldier from the bedazzled rabbi, others getting in the blows they
aways longed to afford the government appointed rabbi.

ltwas not long before the police arrived, and arrested the soldier, who
was dragged out of the synagogue, yelling and hollering about the lack
of honorafforded his Majesty. "After all the years | worked for the czar, |
will not allow this poor excuse for a rabbi, to belittle the dignity of His
Majesty!" The local policeman could not decide the fate of the soldier
who struck a government official, to defend the honor of the Czar.
Finally the case was brought to the Governor General of the regionwho
asked the "rabbi’ to defend his inaction. "You see," stammered the
Rabbi, | was sitting very far from the bimah and | truly did not hear the
chazan skip, the prayer, After all, | was sitting next to the Holy Ark all the

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting From 7.56pm to 8.00pm
Mincha 7.30pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

{7 0T 910 8.54am

Mincha 1st / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm /9.55pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 10.25pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 11.00pm

Sunday 1%/ 2™ Minyan 7.20am / 8.20am

Rosh Chodesh Chaburoh 7.50am

Monday / Thursday 7.170am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday ~ 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm

Shabbos Next Week 7.30pm (Candie Lighting 7.55 - 8.00pm)
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way up front!

The decision came down from the governor's office. No more would
the official Rabbi be allowed to sit up front. from now on, he must sit
amongst the people to make sure that all the prayers are said correctly.
People may feel that they are holy, but at the end of the day, it only
matters who Hashem, the One who knows the true spirit of the heart
and mindset of the spirit chooses to be close to. Some may run to be
near the ark, when in truth, thoush they may physically situate
themselves at the front, they have nc spiritual place-setting there.

The story of Korach reminds us of the enduring saga of confused
positions and roles that we often find in our community. It is the story of
the chazzan who thinks he is the Rabbi, the Rabloi whao thinks he is the
President, and of course, the President who thinks he is the Creator! Itis
a parsha that reminds us that though we all have a place in Hashem's
heart, our ego should not define our place in the community.

His Final Undertaking Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)
AndKorachtook... (Bamidbar 16:1)

Find the motive - and you've got the motive. (Groucho Marx — On
crime detecting)

What had Korach done to deserve infamy? What was his tragic flaw?
According to our sages he made many uplifting and true claims about
the waorthiness of the Jewish People. He stated that all Jews are holy
since we had all heard The Almighty speak on Sinai. He only
questioned the need for Moshe and Aaron to be the King and the
Kohen? It sounds like a legit question. Why should he be swallowed
alive into the earth for asking basic guestions?

Apparently, his appeal was so attractive that he induced 250 heads of
the Sanhedrin to join forces with him. This was no foolish bunch of
thugs. The best and the brightest followed him to the grave, Where was
he wrong and how did they fail to detect it?

A man enters a bakery hurriedly and asks the attendant how long it
would take to make a brand new cake. He was told to return in one
hour. An hour later he’s backin the store and he looks disappointedly at
the cake. “Mayboe | didn't make myself clear. | would like the cake in the
shape of the letter “K"1" “Come back in a half hour!” He's told! He
promptly returns a half hour later and looks critically at the results. ‘|
wanted it to be covered with bright pink icing and fancy flowers!” He is
advised to wait a few more minutes. After a short while he is shown the
finished product made according to his specs. Scnsing his approval,
the relieved attendant then asks as he does routinely, “Shall | put itin a
boxlike this? “No!” he replies, “I'll eat ithere!”

Korach'’s tragic flaw is sadly reflected in this silly joke. Sure he spoke of
lofty matters, and many gsood people were persuaded by his
seductive rhetoric but fundamentally he was gravely mistaken. How
so? The Torah doesn’t delay a word in telling us where the fault line lies.
“Vayikach Korach”™-"And Korach took...” He was a taker. His motive in
creating malcontent amongst the people was for his own hidden
agenda. He wanted a title like “Kohen Gadol” for himself. All those
convincing speeches he delivered with all their subtle profundity were
ultimately self- serving. He wanted for himself a slice of the Kovod, the
great glory. He baked that big fancy cake and it was for him to eat in the
here and now! He was “taking” aloeit under the pretense of a “fairness
doctrine”.

Rabbi Dessler posits the thesis that at any given moment a person is
either a giver or a taker. One is either motivated by some transcendental
tendency to care and share or he is animated by an animal urse that
centers on the self. The outer actions may not clearly betray the
underlving motive, though. One may need a mind reader or a real
prophet to truly tell even about himself,

One of the perks of being on the road a ot is that | get to see lots of
different bumper stickers. The one | like the most and honk with
approval at describes the essence of Torah Living: “Think global! Act
locall” Seeing that we are each, in a nutshel, a microcosm of the
universe, our moral imperative is to be an actor here and now for the
sake of everywhere else. Korach was thinking local but acting globally!
He was talking up a game of concern for the spiritual welfare of the

entire nation but his interest in doing so was as local as local could ever
be. He was effectively campaigning for his own Kovod!

Korach wasn’t just a mover and a shaker. He was fundamentally a taker.
When he was suddenly taken from the world he took many decent
people down with him obviating the need for an undertaker. Tragically
and whimsically this turned out to be with a capital “K” his final
undertaking!

Making Lemonade  Rrabbi shiomo Jarcaig (Torah.org)

Rashi describes how Korach initiated a rebellion against the established
leadership of the Jewish nation. He gathered 250 heads of court and
clothed them in wool cloaks completely dyed with techeiles, the blue
dye to be used on one string of the tzitzis fringes to inspire recollection
of G-d's mitzvos . They stood before Moshe and asked if these cloaks,
which are themselves entirely techeiles, are obligated to possess
tzitzis. When Moshe told them the cloaks are obligated, they began to
laugh at him, saying, "Is it possitle that for a cloak of a different color
cloth one thread of techeiles exempts it, while this one entirely of
techeiles doesnotexempt itself?"

The Maharal explains that Korach was not merely attempting to make a
mockery of Moshe's ruling in this particular mitzvah. Korach's complaint
to Moshe and Aaron was "The entire assembly - all of them - are holy
and G- d is among them, so why do you exalt yourselves over the
congregation of G- d?" There is no need for strings on a sarment which
is entirely techeiles and no need for spiritual superiority over a
congregation which is entirely holy. Korach felt that everyone should
have an equal opportunity to serve G-d in every way. What Korach
would not internalize was that Moshe did not determine Aaron should
be the Kohen Gadol. G- d did. The fact that others are holy and
capable of serving in the Mishkan does not mean that that is what G-d
wantsthemto do.

A Chassid once came before his Rebbe crying thathe lived alone in the
forest, chopping wood for his livelihood, and as a result, he was
unable to pray with a minyan each day, articulating to the Rettbe how
he longed for the opportunity to pray with a minyan. The Rebbe told
him lovingly, "How do you know that G-d wants you to pray with a
minyan? Perhaps He derives more satisfaction from your wanting to
pray with a minyan eventhough you are unableto do so."

We do not understand why G-d chooses to challenge people's ability
to perform mitzvos in various conditions. If mitigating circumstances
prevent a person from serving G-d in a particular way, the apjpropriate
reaction is not to disregard the laws regulating those circumstances in
order to do what we want. G-d is giving us the opportunity to grow
closer to Him by accepting and developing within our unique roles.
Instead of depressing ourselves because we cannot be the Kohen
Gadol or serve G-d in other ways we may want, we can forge our
Divine relationship by excelling within our own circumstances.
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