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Mazel Tov to the Rov & Rebbetzen on occasion of the Aufruf this
Shabbos of Moshe Chaim and the forthcoming Chassuneh next
week. The Kehilla is invited to a Kiddush after Davenning in the hall.
Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs Stanton on the birth of a grandson, born
to Mr & Mrs Doniel Stanton. The Sholom Zochor takes place at Flat
7, Moorhill Court, Bury New Road (Between Cavendish Rd and
Singleton Road)

Kiddush

Mr & Mrs Charles Bursk invite the Kehilla to a Kiddush after Davening
this Shabbos at Holy Law on the occasion of the recent birth of
their daughter, Suri Chaya - Mazel Tov!

Shiur Available Online
A recording of the Shiur by Rabbi Dovid Kaplan on the subject of

“Connecting with and inspiring our children through the Shablbos
table” is now available to listen to, or to download via the Shul

website.
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Behind the White Beard

He must have been the epitome of a Jewish sage. His face must have
glowed with a holy light. His beard must have been long and white, his
eyes bright with wisdom. He commanded great respect among the
people, both for his illustrious lineage and for his own righteousness.
His name was Korach. He led a rebellion against Moses and was
swallowed up by the earth. He is one of the most infamous men in
Jewish history. How could such a thing happen? How could one of the
leading Jewish sages of his generation stoop so low as to rebel against
Moses?

Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

The commentators explain that it all began quite innocently. Korach had
a strong desire to be close to the Almighty, and he strove to achieve
that goal through the study of Torah and the performance of the
commandments. But then he saw that there was another avenue open
to Moses and Aaron, an avenue that was closed to him. Moses and
Aaron had the special privilege of serving the Almighty in the Mishkan,
of entering the inner sanctums and treading on the most hallowed
ground on the face of the earth. Korach was filled with a righteous envy.
How he longed to serve the Almighty at the highest level possible.
How yearned to be as close as possible to Him.

So what went wrong? After all, rigshteous envy (kinath sofrim) is a
positive force that leads to excellence in spiritual achievements.

The commentators explain that true righteousness is selfless. If his
motivations had been pure, he would have accepted the Almighty’s
decision to delegate Aaron as the high priest, and he would have
derived closeness to the Almighty from this very acquiescence. But
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somewhere deep inside, other motivations also lurked. In some sinister
corner of his heart, he begrudged Moses and Aaron their honors and
prestige. Perhaps he didn’t even admit it to himself, but his motives
were not exclusively rigshteous. And in the end, they brought him
down.

Listen closely to his revolutionary statement, and you can hear the
jealousy clearly. “Why do you raise yourself aoove Hashem's people?”
Korach declared. “Why do you lord over them?” If he were only
concerned about his own spiritual accomplishments, why focus on
Moses? Why should he care about what Moses did or didn’t have? This
is jealousy in its pure form, concerned that someone might have
something better.

A certain village along a well-traveled route always had strangers
staying for the Sabbath. The custom in the village was that
householders would invite these strangers after the Friday night
services in the synagogue. The president would be the first to
choose his guest, and afterwards, the householders would
extend invitations to the others.

A poor traveler once passed through the village and spent the
Sabbath there. Friday night, he stood at the back of the
synagogue waiting for someone to invite him for the meals. The
president was talking to the rabbi.

One of the householders walked up to the traveler, shook his
hand and extended an invitation. The traveler accepted gratefully.
Just then, the president turned around and saw what had
happened.

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.30pm

Candle Lighting and Shalbbbos Between 7.57pm and 8.00pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

w7 0T 910 8.53am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm /9.55pm

Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 10.25pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 11.00pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.50pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shablbbos  7.30pm (Shabbos 9.27pm)
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n7Z nvw1d
1. Why did nwn challenge n1j7 and his followers to
offer no7?
2. When had nwn used his own donkey?
3. Which appointments had nwn made by 'n
command?
4. Why was NinX told to take nnioj7 to stop a plague?

5. What was the significance of aimonds ripening on
[NNX's staff?

6. What is a 2 of salt?

7. What is a 27, and what is stored in it?

H. Name four leaders through whom "n saved us from
our enemies.

“Did you see that?” he said to the rabbi furiously. “How dare that
fellow extend an invitation before me. Maybe | wanted him as my
guest!”

“My good fellow,” said the rabbi. “If you are really motivated by
feelings of hospitality, then you should be happy for the traveler
who now has a good place to stay. If you are upset, it must be that
you were more concerned with your own pleasure than with the
needs of the guest.”

In our own lives, we constantly need to evaluate and reexamine our
own good deeds. We must look closely into ourselves to discover if
we are acting for the higher good or if we are seeking honors and
acclaim for our spiritual accomplishments. And we must always
remember that selflessness is the surest route to closeness with the
Almighty.

Man-Made Faith
Moshe, who is known as a person of limitless patience and tolerance,
forgiving to all and the most humble of all humans, reacts apparently in

an uncharacteristic manner to Korach’s attack against his leadership of
the Jewish people.

Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

Moshe’s aggressive stance against the rebels reveals a different motive
for the attack than mere office-seeking on the part of the rebels. After
all, it was Moshe himself who declared, “Would that all of the people of
Israel become prophets.” He tells Yehoshua not to be zealous in
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When taking 3 steps back from your Amidah

you should preferably:

a) Ensure no one within 4 amos (approx 6 feet)
behind you is still in their Amidah (102;5)

) That you start with your left foot with medium
size steps (123;3)

¢) Remain in that place at least until the Chazzan
starts Chazoras Hashatz and ideally until
Kedushah, then take 3 steps forward (right foot
first) (123,2)

defense of his personal honor.

And yet with Korach and his followers, Moshe adopts a hard line and
uncompromising stance. The Torah always notes when the behavior of
great people appears on the surface to be uncharacteristic of their nature
and past performance. Part of the reason for the Torah'’s doing so is to alert
us to a deeper, underlying issue. We must not be satisfied with the
superficial and surface statement of facts.

The deeper issue here is that Korach wishes to convert Torah and Judaism to
a man-made “democratic” faith, not its original and true source as a faith
revealed to humans from on high, a faith and life system ordained in Heaven
and revealed to humans. Therefore, it is not Moshe and his leadership that
are the core issues in this dispute but the basic definition of Judaism — is it
revealed and Godly or man-made and invented?

On that basic core issue of Judaism, Moshe sees no room for compromise
or tolerance. It is not Moshe’s status that is at stake here. It is the
understanding and true meaning of Judaism. Its very future is now at risk.

Even though the Talmud teaches us that the dispute of Korach against Moshe
is not one that was destined to last eternally, in the sense that | have
described above, it has lasted until our very day. The struggle to maintain
Judaism as a Godly revealed religion is an ongoing one. There are many
forces within and without the Jewish world that have attempted and still
attempt to remove the Godly revealed part from Judaism.

Even thoush all of Jewish history indicates the abject failure of such an
approach, it still persists in our time. It is not an attack on the Orthodox
establishment - Moshe, so to speak, as is presented here - though on the
surface it may be seen as such. At the root of the dispute is the view that
Judaism is given from Heaven to earth and not merely a clever invention and
artifice of ancient rabbis and scholars.

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch once characterized the difference between
Judaism and other faiths. Judaism, he said, is a religion given by God to
define man, while the other faiths were created by man to define God. God
is beyond our meager abilities to define or understand. Therefore, He gave
us a Torah, the Torah of Moshe, in order to aid us to live as proper human
beings and as His devoted servants.

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk



	Page 1
	Page 2

