Ohr Yeﬁur’mﬁayl

1703

m News

2”YUN IUNIN X” - 17 17 NWID — 27th October 2012 - Volume 5 - Issue 14

I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

aIlo 710

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Adam Bookman on the birth of twins!
(Boy and girl), the Sholom Zochor takes place at 69 Upper
Park Road from 8.45pm.

Ovos uBonim

Please note that Ovos uBonim will start next Motzei
Shabbos, once the clocks have gone back.

Seuda Shlishis

A reminder to members that sponsorship opportunities are
readily available for the Seuda Shlishis. This week’s is still
available - please contact Dov or Chizky for details.

Turn Back The Clock

A reminder that the clocks go back this weekend. Copies of
the winter Mincha & Maariv timetable are available in Shul.
Winter Shiurim Schedule

We thank Mark Duman in advance for arranging the series of
Winter Shiurim (and the forthcoming Yarchei Kallah). The
season starts on Sunday evening with a Shiur from Rabbi
Jeremy Kagan. Full details on the back page.
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Parting Like a Mensch

When Avraham can see little hope of reconciliation between his
shepherds and Lot’s, he says to his nephew,
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“Please let there be no strife between me and you, and between my
herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are men who are brothers.
Please separate from me. If to the left, then | will go to the right, and if to
the right, then Iwillgo to the left.”

After Lot leaves (a few pasukim later), the Torah tells us, Dhax'7x X NI
Inyn LI7 TN NN, “Hashem spoke to Avram, after Lot had parted from
him.” Why the reference to Lot’s departure? According to Rashi, |p7 72
PP WIIe 1T 0 oy ywinw, while Lot lived with Avraham, his
negative influence kept Hashem away. According to the Medrash
Tanchuma, it was only after Lot left that Hashem spoke to Avraham
again.

Despite Avraham being spiritually handicapped by his continued
association with his nephew, to that extent that it prevented him from
experiencing the ultimate experience of Nevua, Avraham stuck with
Lot, in the hope that he might influence his nephew in a positive
manner, until the point of machlokes, when it became essential that
they go their separate ways. Rav Yitzchak Berkovits shlita said in the

name of Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz that we can learn two amazing lessons
from the words myn o7 190 mnx. On the one hand, it is
commendable to endure a degree of self-sacrifice for the benefit of
helping others but the destructive nature of machlokes, which must be
quashed at all costs, sometimes means that we have to move away to
avoid the inevitable arguments, bitterness, hatred and loshon horo.

If, chas vesholom, one needs to extract oneself from a toxic
relationship, Avraham shows us how to do it like @ mensch. Instead of
sending away Lot, the Torah tells usrnx 7y wx ImMon “and they parted
from one another”. Avraham speaks kindly to Lot and this means that,
while the door make be closed for now, it is not locked and, of course,
when Lot was subsequently kidnapped by the four kings, Avraham
risked his life to save him.

With regard to the machlokes in Chumish between Korach and Moshe,
the Torah tells us mTv1 7o e X711 “There will never be like Korach and
his assembly.” It is said that the talmidim of the Malbim first understood
this to mean that this there will never be such a bitter machlokes again in
history. However, what the Torah was telling us here is that the
machlokes of Korach and Moshe was the only one in history in which
one side was totally in the wrong and one side was completely in the
right. When the Torah says that there will never be such a machlokes
again, it is telling us that there will never be another machlokes in which
one side is totally justified and the other is completely guilty.

In our lives, conflict is inevitable, so we must choose between
stubbornly refusing to admit any failing and being the ‘bigger’ person
by initiating reconciliation. Of course there may be issues that need to
be resolved through reasonable dialogue but once a person genuinely
commits to making peace he will surely succeed. By acting as
peacemaker, we follow the example of Avraham, who did what was
necessary to make peace. Refusing to compromise, only succeeds in
prolonging the pain and deepening the hatred. May we all merit to be
like Avraham in making peace.

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 5.33pm
Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 5.38pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am
{7 DT 910 10.25am
Mincha 1st Minyan 1.30pm
Rov's Mishnayos Shuir 4.47pm

Mincha Followed by Seuda Shlishis 5.17pm

Motzei Shabbos 6.37pm

Sunday 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 6.45am /7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 4.30pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbbos  4.19pm (Mincha 4.24pm)
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The Grand Prize of History

And HASHEM said to Avram, “Go for (or) to yourself from your land
and fromyour birthplace and from your father’s house to the place that
Iwill show you!” (Breishis 12:1)

Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

With ten tests our father Abraham was tested and he withstood them
all--in order to make known how great was our father Abraham's love
[for HASHEM]. (Avos 5:3) According to the Mishne in Pirke’ Avos
Avraham Avinu endured and successfully passed ten giant tests in his
lifetime which serves as a demonstration and an all-time monument of
his love and devotion to HASHEM.

There is a dispute amongst authorities as to which experiences are
counted amonsgst the ten tests. Everyone agrees, thousgh that, “Lech
Lecha”- leaving land and birthplace and home is one of the big ten. The
question s, “What’s the test?” HASHEM told him to go! If HASHEM told
you or me to 8o would we hesitate? Maybe we can say it was a test of
trust. After all he is abandoning everything familiar and going to “the
place that | will show you”- the realm of the unknown. Al this is very
nice and easily understood if we read on the first verse above but if we
factor in the next two verses the picture changes. “And | will make you
into a great nation, and | will bless you (with wealth), and | will make
your name great, and you will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless
you and those who curse you will be cursed and through you will be
blessed all the families of the world! (Breishis 12:2-3)

Avraham is offered such a rich compensation package by HASHEM it’s
hard to imagine that leaving home is a test. Let us say | get a call at
midnight from a friend who had just insulted me badly that day.
Therefore, in light of the 2nd and 3rd verses we must re-ask our
question, “What's the test?”

Johnny has been pack packing throughout the far-east for 20
years. One day he bumps into an old high school friend who
recognizes him. As they exchange pleasantries the friend informs
Johnny about his father’s deteriorating condition.

Coming to a Shul
nedar you soon ...

Ovos uBonim restarts
next Motzei Shabbos
RVl NYUAD at 6.24pm
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Johnny left home two decades ago after a fight with his father
and is now jarred back to reality. He jumps onto the next flight
and rushes to the hospital. Not unimportantly, Johnny’s father is
wealthiest man in the world and Johnny is his only son. All the
doctors and lawyers are ready for the bloody fight when he is
soon to expire. Johnny makes his dramatic entrance to his
father’s bedside and they begin to exchange loving glances.
Johnny asks his father is there anything he can do or say.

His father asks Johnny if he remembers what his favorite drink is
and Johnny remembers correctly, root beer. The dying dad
requests from Johnny that he wants to leave this world with the
taste of root beer from his boy Johnny on his lips.

Johnny is ready to go into action when his father grabs his sleeve
and informs him that if he gets back in time he will rewrite his will
and make him the sole heir to his entire fortune. Johnny pivots
and sprints into action. As he goes onlookers wonder, “What
makes Johnny run?”

Cynically, and who can blame them, they assume he is animated
by $. After Johnny returns with the root beer his father takes a
sip, smiles, and hands Johnny a document, the newly drafted will.
He asks Johnny for one more favor. Johnny is elated. “Take that
paper | just gave you and put into that candle rendering it void!”

Johnny stretches out his hand and within one inch of the flame his
father shouts, “Johnny! Johnny! Stop!” He looks into the eyes of
all the assembled and declares, “I know you think that Johnny
came here to claim my money but what he just did demonstrates
that he only came here and did what he did to be close withme.”

Sure Avraham went well aware there was greatness in store for him but
later by the Akeida he was asked to give it all away. The test is
psychological. Do exactly what HASHEM requests without being
distracted by the reward. So it states, ‘Avram went as HASHEM spoke
tohim...” notin pursuance of the grand prize of history!

Ohr Yerushalayim is delighted to present
our Winter Shiurim schedule on the
following Sunday evenings:

28th October
Avraham: Our guide to Bein Odom L’Chaveiro

Rabbi Jeremy Kagan
Author & Principal, Midreshet Tehillah

4th November
10 Rules for Parent/Teacher Partnership
Dr Leon Bernstein

11th November
Helping Children Deal With Their Feelings
Dr Leon Bernstein

18th November
How To Get Our Children to Cooperate
Dr Leon Bernstein

2nd December
Inyonei Chanuka
Rabbi Santhouse

From 9.15pm - 10.15pm followed by Maariv

Yarchei Kalloh taking place Sunday 30th
December and Tuesday 1st January
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