o R

f (oY A e M
| P K

i

I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'

Mazel Tov!
Mazel Tov to Andrew and Angela Addleman on the birth of a
daughter Talia.

Mazel Tov to Zevy and Malky Kraushar on the birth of a boy. The
1101 DI7W Will be held at 7 Wilton Avenue.

10" Anniversary Shabbaton Reminder

Time is running out for you to register for the 10" Anniversary
Shabbaton to be held over Shabbos Parshas Vayigash. The deadline
for registration is 14" November. Note you can now register via the
shul website.

I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'

Long Distance Call Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
Good deeds deserve good dividends, but there is one deed
mentioned in this week's portion that is veiled in anonymity. However,
its dividends lasted so forcefully that the impact was realized almost
500 years later.

The Torah tells us about a war that took place. Avram's nephew Lot
was captured. The Torah tells us "Then there came the fusitive and told
Abram, the Ivri, who dwelt in the plains of Mamre..." (Genesis 14:13) It
obscures the name of the refugee and does not even directly state his
message. The next verse, in a seemingly disjointed manner, tells us, "and
Abram heard that his kinsman was taken captive, he armed his disciples
who had been born in his house -- three hundred and eighteen -- and
he pursued them as far as Dan" (ibid v.14).The Medrash tells us that the
refugee was Os, a giant of a man who escaped an attack on his fellow
giants. He informed Awvram that his nephew was alive, aloeit taken
prisoner with malevolent intent. He figured that Avram would try to
liberate Lot and be killed in battle. Og would then marry Sora. (Perhaps
that is the reason that the Torah seems to separate what Avram heard
from what the refugee told.) For this piece of disguised information, Og
receives a seemingly disproportionate reward. He is granted not only
longevity, as he lived until the final days of the Jews' sojourn through
the desert, but also the impact of his deed was so potent that Moshe
was afraid to attack him before entering the Land of Canaan! Imagine.
Og lived for 470 years after the deed, and then Moshe had to be
reassured that he need not fear his merits!

Rabbi Berel Zisman, one of the few remaining from his illustrious
family of prominent Lubavitch Chasidim spent a portion of World
War Il in @ concentration camp in Munich. After the war, he was
allowed entry to the United States, but had to wait in the town of
Bremerhaven for six weeks. During that time he decided to travel
to Bergen-Belsen the notorious concentration camp which was
transformed to a displaced person camp to visit a cousin who was
there. Dozens of inmates came over to him with names of loved
ones scattered across the free plains of the USA. They wanted to
get them messages. Berel took their messages. To Sam Finkel from
Abraham Gorecki: '| am alive and recuperating. Please try to
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guarantee employment to allow me to enter the US.” And so
on. One card was for Jacob Kamenecki from a niece from
Minsk. “Please be aware that | survived the war and will be
going back to Minsk."

Amed with lists of names and some addresses, Berel arrived
in the US where he became a student in the Lubavitch Yeshiva
in Crown Heights. Knowing no English, upon his arrival he
asked a cousin to address postcards. Each had a message
written in Yiddish ‘My name is Berel Zisman. | have just arrived
from Europe - and have regards from... 'He filled in the blanks
and ended the brief note on each card with, ‘for further
information, | can be contacted at the Lubavitch Yeshiva,
corner Bedford and Dean in Crown Heights."

Rabbi Zisman does not really now how many people received
his cards, but one person who lived in a basement apartment
on Hewes Street gefinitely did. When Rabbi Jacob Kameneckj,
one of the United States' leadling sages, came to the Lubavitch
yeshiva looking for Berel Zisman, a war refugee who had
arrived at the yeshiva only a week ago, no one knew why.

Berel was called out of the study hall and met the elderly man,
filled him in on all the particulars about the status of his
relative, and retumed to his place. When the youns man
retumed to his seat he was shocked at the celebrity treatment
he once again received, "You mean you don't know who that
Rabbi was? He is the Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaath!" Berel
shuddered, feeling terrible that he made the revered scholar
visit him. A while later he met the Rosh Yeshiva and
approached him. 'Rebbe, please forgive me, | had no intention
to make you come to me to get regards. Had | known who
you were [ would surely have gone to your home and given
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the information to you in person!”

Reb Yaakov was astounded. He refused to accept the apology.
‘Heaven forbid! Do you realize what kind of solace | have hearing
about the survival of my relative. | came to you, not only to hear
the news, but to thank you, in person, for delivering it!"

Imasgine. Avram was nearly 80 years old, he had no descendants, and
the only link to the house of his father's family -- at least documented as
a disciple of Avram's philosophies -- was Lot. Now even the
whereabouts and future of that man were unknown. And when Og
delivered the news of his whereabouts, perhaps Avram's hope for the
future was rekindled. Perhaps his gratitude toward Og abounded. And
though Og spoke one thing, and Avram heard another, the reward for
the impact on Avram's peace of mind was amazingly powerful.

We often make light of actions and ramifications. The Torah tells us this
week, in a saga that ends five books and some four hundred years
later, that small tidings travel a very long distance.

That Fire Within Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)
Rabbi Yitzchok said, “It is comparable to one who was going from
place to place and he saw a castle brightly lighted. He said, “Is it
possible that that this palace does not have a keeper?” The master of
the building peaked at him through the window and said to him, “l am
the master of this castle.” (Midrash Rabba - Lech Lecha)

Writes Moshe Chaim Luzzato, “A person should stop for at least some
time every day, free from all thoughts, and quest within his heart, “What
did the early forefathers do that HASHEM desired them so much?”
(Derech Etz Chaim) What did Avraham do that he and his children
became the focal point of the entire Torah and of all subsequent
human history?

In psychology class senior year in high school it was always my job to
g0 the 9th grade to select a fresh specimen for an experiment. One of
those trials involved testing the weight of peer pressure and
perception. An orange colored object was held up in front of the
class. Everyone was coached to declare its color “purple”. The 9th
grader would be the last one to be asked his opinion about of its
color. It never failed. They always agreed with the rest of the class.
Afterwards we reasoned that they did not just say it to avoid being
harassed in the lunch room later but their actual perception had shifted
gradually with each vote and in the end they were actually convinced
that it was a shade of purple.

How was Avraham able to stand against the entire world and its most
powerful ruler? Where does one get the courage and the conviction?
Maybe when the whole world disagrees one should rightly question
his perception and humbly yield his opinion. How and why did
Avraham remain so fixed and loyal to his thesis that he was able to
confidently convince many others as well?

When subjective matters of taste are being discussed one might still be
open to being persuaded. These are perception issues and it might
even be wise to consider whether or not the milk is sour after eight
other noses tell you so. However, the subject of the oneness of G-d is
too serious to be left to feelings alone and therefore Avraham from his
earliest days conducted an exhaustive research project that left him
absolutely convinced and convincing. (See Rambam: Laws of Idolatry)

The Rambam in Morah Nevuchim writes, “Truth does not become
more-true by virtue that the whole world agrees with it nor less so
even if the whole world disagrees with it! Galileo said something
similar, “In questions of science, the authority of a thousand is not
worth that humble reasoning of a single individual.”

In Sefer Yetzirah which is reputed to have been authored by Avraham,
it is written, “Twenty-Two Foundation letters: He engraved them, He
carved them, He permuted them, He weighed them, He transformed
them, and with them, He depicted all that was formed and all that
would be formed.”

Imagine in place of a chart of the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew
Aleph- Beis we are looking the periodic table of elements and with that
we read the statement above. Even a rudimentary understanding of

chemistry teaches that we and everything in our world are made
from the ingredients of that chart and that every item listed there is
not more than an admixture of the same stuff with varying valences,
in different combinations and densities. When cracked open, we
know all too well, that each element is actually a sublimely
packaged particle capable of revealing profound amounts of raw
energy.

Physicist Stephen Hawking penned these words, “Even if there is
only one possible unified theory, it is just a set of rules and
equations. What is it that breathes fire into the equations and
makes a world for them to describe?” 3700 years ago, long
before the Unified Field Theory, and prior to any notion of
quantum physics, Avraham Avinu uncovered with his searching
mind, and in spite of the world about him, came to know, the
Source of that fire within.

Keeping Focus Rabbi Pinchas Avruch (Torah.org)
"And Avram heard that his [nephew Lot] was taken captive and he
armed his initistes who had been bom in his house - three
hunared and eighteen - and he gave chase as far as Dan.”
(Beraishis 14:14)

The Taimud (Nedarim 320) teaches that they were armed with
gold; Tosafos explain that they were armed with wealth so that
they would maintain their focus on their lifesaving mission and not
be distracted by precious stones and pearls.

Implicit in this commentary is the lesson that had they not been
given this wealth in advance they would have become distracted
by riches and compromised their mission to save Lot. But these
were the righteous students of Avram. They themselves were so
righteous that they openly relied on Divine miracles, willing to risk
all in going to battle against four national armies. And while they
were in the heat of battle they would have realized that, indeed,
against all rational explanation, they were actually winning, 318
individuals against four complete armies. How is it possible that
these individuals would abandon Lot and instead pursue precious
stones?

Chidushei Halev explains that in the heat of battle one becomes
very focused on the ultimate short term goal - victory - and loses
sight of the greater mission, the greater goal - in this case, to save
Lot's life. When caught in the throes of this inherently human short-
sightedness, even the righteous can lose sight of their mission. With
the ultimate objective out of mind, any and all distractions become
possiole. Thus, Avram gave his warriors riches in advance, to
preempt the power of this great distraction.

The contemporary parallels are manifold. Do we go to work
because we must earn a living and we allow ourselves to believe
the yield is commensurate to the effort, or do we maintain a
consciousness that G-d cursed mankind that it must toil but once
due diligence is expended the reward will be gifted? The answer
is clear when, after reasonable effort has made, a chessed or Torah
study opportunity presents itself: having fulfiled the Divine
mandate to toil for livelhood do we pursue the mitzvah
opportunity, thus keeping holiness as the focus of our lives, or do
we lose sight of our mission and continue to labor (in vain) to earn
more money?

If short-sightedness is a natural part of the human condition, is
maintaining such focus even a possioility? Yes, as was
demonstrated by no less a person than Avram himself. Following
the Binding of Yitzchak, after Avram - now Avraham - was
instructed not to slaughter Yitzchak as an offering, a ram suddenly
appears (Beraishis 22:13), causght in the thicket. Sforo explains
that Avraham felt compelled to fulfill the Divine charge he was
given. The fact that an angel came, conveyed the wonderful news
of Yitzchak's life-saving reprieve and designated Avraham as truly
G-d-fearing were mere distractions to the fulfillment of his core
mission: to seize this opportunity to strengthen his connection to
the Divine. With that ram Awraham completed the task at hand.
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