
Worthy of the Brocha! Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

And he (Pharaoh) treated Avram good because of her (Sarai), and he

acquired sheep, cattle, donkeys, slaves and maidservants, female

donkeys and cattle. (Breishis 12:16)

And he treated Avram good because of her: Rabbi Chelbo says, “A

man should always be careful with the honor of his wife because

blessing is only found in a person’s house because of his wife. (Bava

Metzia 59a)

This is a little odd. If Pharaoh was the benefactor, how do we learn from

here that blessing comes to the house because of a person’s wife? Was

Pharaoh the source of blessing? The Maharsha explains that the word

“hetiv” –“did good”- is referring to ultimately to HASHEM, while the

agency of that goodness to Avram channeled through, even through

Pharaoh. How might one access that blessing?

It was a regular weekday night at home. Dinner was still happening for

some while others were in various stages of doing and avoiding doing

homework and preparing for bed. My wife and I were feeling like

referees in a rugby match. Suddenly a loud honk signaled from outside.

I picked up my attaché case, and loudly declared, “My ride is here! I’ve

gotta go now. Bye!” I left. I could immediately feel the waves of serenity

washing over me and I could now prepare for the evening lecture in

Queens. Yossi the Israeli driver was there with a guest lecturer from

Israel, Rabbi Cohen, who specializes in issues of Shalom Bais. He was to

give a separate class in Hebrew. We greeted each other and I was
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As announced previously, we are delighted to launch Ohr

Yerushalayim’s season this Shabbos which takes place

after the second Minyan for Mincha.

The lists of sponsorship opportunities are posted on the

noticewall, whether for Kiddushim, Rosh Chodesh breakfasts or

Kiddush This Shabbos

Safrus Shiur

There will be a kiddush this Shabbos which has been anonymously

sponsored.

This Sunday sees the second in a series of two shiurim on the

subject of Safrus by sofer Dovid Beneviste. The shiur takes place

for 45 minutes after the late minyan for Maariv at 8.00pm.
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.

Please note that with the start of the season we have

changed the timing of Mincha and the Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur.

The Mishnayos Shiur has moved to an hour and three quarters

before Motzoei Shabbos. Mincha follows half an hour later, and

hour and a quarter before Motzoei Shabbos.

Change Of Times

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 5.57pm (Shabbos 5.42pm)
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Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Late Maariv Minyan 8.00pm

ready to go when Rabbi Cohen asked me in Hebrew, “Did you get the

Brocha?” Between his lack of ability to speak English and my

impoverished modern-Hebrew skills I was confused. I asked for

clarification. “Do you mean the Brocha- for eating? I did that a long time

ago!” We didn’t budge from the curb.

He insisted, “The Brocha!” I assumed now he was talking about the

“Asher Yatzar” posters that are widely distributed by our office. Wrong

again. Then he quoted the statement of the sages referenced above,

“Blessing is found in the house of man because of his wife.” He

passionately pressed on, “How can a man hope to be successful in

teaching or business or anything without a blessing from his wife?” I got

it, but I told him, “We’re late!” He insisted, “We’ll wait!”

I walked sheepishly up the lawn and knocked on my front door before

reentering the house. There I stood looking up from the landing of our

split level home and the kids started shouting out to Ima, “Abba’s

home!” My wife arrived immediately with a baby wrapped in a towel

and blankly asked me, “Did you forget something? I chokingly let out, “I

forgot the Brocha.” She wondered aloud, “We ate dinner hours ago.” I

told her again that I had forgotten the Brocha and so she pointed to

where we have stored boxes of those Asher Yatzar posters.

I was glued to that spot and now I had to explain, albeit hesitatingly at

first, “The blessing is only found in the house of man because of his wife.

How can I give a successful class or do anything well without your

Brocha, Ima?!” I remember she looked at me as if I was drunk and asked

me, “Did you lose your job?” I said submissively, “Ima, I need your

Brocha!” Then she melted and fountain-like flowed the following, “I

hope you get to where you have to go and come back home quickly

and safely and while you’re there, the words should come out from

your heart and mouth with ease and enter the hearts of the listeners and
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oxg1. How old was when he left ?

2. Which animals did give to ?

3. To avoid quarrelling, what did suggest to ?

4. What happened to the at ?

5. What was told to do by ?

6. Which questions did the ask ?

7. At what age did have ?

H. Which (adapted) phrase comes at the end of on the

?
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make a difference in their lives and in the whole world!” I and all the kids

assembled shouted together, “AMEN!”

Now I told my wife, “I hope that the dinner gets magically cleaned up

and the homework gets done and everyone settles down in a timely

fashion, and you get a chance to unwind and read a good book and

talk to your best friend on the phone while I’m out.” I earned a

mediocre, “amen”, and I sped into the night with wind in my sails and

the kids shouting out the window, “Be Matzliach Abba! –Be successful!”

That piece of advice has since let loose contagion of encouraging

wishes. The beauty is that even while engaged in different activities we

can always feel that we are working together. Now I cannot imagine

leaving home without getting the blessing and doing whatever is

necessary to be worthy of the Brocha.

The news came from a most unlikely source. Og, a feared giant, came to

Avraham and informed him that his orphaned nephew Lot, was

captured in a war. Avraham felt compelled to do something. Lot's

father, Haran, was Avraham's younger brother. After Avraham was

miraculosly saved from death by incineration, Haran, also trying to

emulate Avraham's monotheistic beliefs, was thrown into a burning

furnace.

But, miracles don't happen for everyone and Haran was burnt alive.

Now Avraham, the man of peace, was thrust into war. He joined five

kings, including the King of S'dom, and battled four of the most

powerful kingdoms on Earth. Yet he emerged victorious. He propelled

the five kings to a victory that was unprecedented in history. And Lot

was returned to his family, unharmed.

The kings were grateful. They offered Avraham the spoils of war that

were rightfully his. Avraham declined their magnanimity. "I lift my hand to

Hashem if so much as a thread to a shoestrap," replied Avram as he

refused to take any personal compensation from the spoils. Genesis

(14:22)

The question is why Abraham, when anguished by Pharaoh in Egypt or

Avimelech in Grar, had taken gifts as part of a greater compensation for

his humiliation. Why defer now? What was different about this war that

removed Avram from desiring any rightful financial gain?

Rabbi Paysach Krohn in his wonderful work Around the Magid's Table

tells a beautiful story.

Mission Impassable

One Shabbos afternoon when young Yitzchak Eisenbach was in

Jerusalem, he spotted a very valuable gold coin shining in the

distance. The value of the coin was enough to support his entire

family for 2 weeks! But it was Shabbos and young Yitzele knew

that the coin was muktzeh, prohibited to be picked up and taken

on the Shabbos.

He decided to put his foot on top of the coin and guard the coin

until sunset -- a good number of hours -- but worth every moment

of the the wait.

An Arab boy saw Yitzchak with his foot strangely and obviously

strategically placed, and decided to investigate further.

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

"What's that you're hiding?" the Arab asked.

"Nothing," replied Yitzchak as he shifted his body to hide the fact

that he was guarding a golden treasure.

It was too late. The Arab boy pushed him, saw the prize, quickly

grabbed it and ran away. All Yitzchak could do was watch in

horror as his attacker melted into the Arab market place.

Dejected, Yitzchak sulked to the nearby Tzcernobel Bais Medrash

where he sat in a corner. Normally, Yitzchak would help prepare

the final Shabbos meal, but today he sat -- dejected and

depressed -- until the Sabbath was over. The Rebbe inquired

about young Yitzchok's sullen mood and was told the story.

Immediately after Shabbos the Tzcernobel Rebbe summoned

Yitzchak into his private study. In his hand he held a gold coin,

exactly the same size as the one Yitzchak had almost secured

earlier that day.

"I am very proud of you," said the Rebbe. You did not desecrate

the Shabbos even for a tremendous monetary gain. In fact," he

continued, "I am so proud of you that I am willing to give you this

same coin." The Rebbe halted. "On one condition. I want you to

give me the reward for the mitzvah you did."

The boy looked at the Rebbe in utter disbelief. "You want to trade

the coin for the Mitzvah?"

The Rebbe nodded, slowly.

"If that's the case, keep the coin. I'll keep the mitzvah."

The Rebbe leaned over and kissed the child.

Avraham underwent tremendous sacrifice to fight the battle which had

basically nothing to do with him. But he did it for one reason. The

mitzvah of redeeming his own blood. He refused any compensation

that would put any monetary value to the mitzvah. Any reward, albeit a

strap or thread, would attach a mundane value to an inestimable act.

Pharaoh and Avimelech compensated Avraham for damages. For that

he was willing to accept gifts. But for a priceless Mitzvah -- never.

Certain actions we do are beyond physical evaluation. By keeping

them in the spheres of the unearthly, they remain like the heavens

themselves -- eternal.


