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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Robert Berman on the occasion of the
engagement of their daughter, Lianne Shoshana, to David Booth
from Stamford Hill.

Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs David Wolfson on the birth of a grand
daughter, born to R* & Mrs Dovid Beneviste.

Earlier Mincha This Shabbos

Please note that this Shabbos we will be Davening Mincha and
Kabbolas Shabbos at the earlier time of 7.15pm.
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Learn from Your Past! Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)
The Torah records for us the travels of the Jewish people in the desert
of Sinai during their forty-year sojourn there. All of the stops and way
stations are mentioned. Rashi explains that this is analogous to a parent
reviewing to a grown child the record of a long family trip that was
taken long ago and recalling how the then young child reacted to the
matter at each and every location.

We are all acquainted with the cliché (trite as it may seem but
nevertheless true) that life itself is a journey. When people travel and go
forth on a journey they take photosraphs so that when they return
home they can remember and recall the locations visited and the
events that occurred in those places.

There is an inner drive within us to remember where we have visited
and been in life. In fact, this is the basis for all memoirs and
autobiosraphies. We do not wish to forget what happened to us on
our life’s journey and we do not wish to e forgotten by others that
come afterus.

This drive to remember and recall and then to retell our story is a very
powerful one. If all politics is local then all history is personal and
individual. Therefore the review in this week’s parsha of all of the stojs
and locations in the desert made and visited by the Jewish people
carries with it special and poignant meaning. It speaks to our human
emotions and not only to our intellect and sense of the past.

Part of the benefit of reviewing past events and their locations is to
enable us to learn from those experiences and not to foolishly repeat
past errors and wrong decisions. That is what Rashi means when he
recounts for us the example of the parent and child revisiting their long
trip — “Here your head hurt, here you tripped and fell, etc.” The parent
is telling the child to watch out in the coming years and not to be so
negligentin the future.

The entire thrust of knowing Jewish history and understanding and
appreciating our past is to guide our attitudes and behavior in the
present and future and not to unnecessarily repeat past errors and
wrongs. An individual or a nation that knows little or next to nothing of
its past cannot realistically expect to make wise decisions in the present
orimmediate future.

The Jewish people have had such a long, eventful and rich history. We
have lived everywhere on this planet and experienced every type of
government rule ever known to humankind. Our travels, so to speak,
should have given us the ability to judge current problems in the light of
past experience. But this ability is naturally contingent on somehow
remembering and recalling the events of the past.

The abysmal ignorance of a large section of the Jewish people
regarding this long past of ours has contributed to much of the
dissonance in our current Jewish world. We should take out our old
photo album and study it.

Learning to Love What Is!
Moshiach is born on Tisha B'’Av (Talmud)
Any generation in which the Temple was not built in (with) its days is
considered as if it was destroyed in (with) its days. (Talmud)

Thereis no light like the light that emanates from darkness. (Zohar)

The 9th of Av is one of those days in which we allow ourselves to

The Week Ahead

Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.15pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos Between 7.35pm and 7.45pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

w7 0T 9I0 9.17am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm /9.08pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 9.38pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 10.13pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday wtin wxn 7.00am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Thursday 7.10am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  7.30pm (Shabbos 8.44pm)
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wallow in the misery of a brutal history and indulge in thoughts of the
extended exile and our many sufferings. Admittedly, it seems ultra
heavy and it is an ominous reality to meet face to face. What benefit do
we have from this exercise? Why follow the black and hurtful lines of
history when there are so many brighter and rosier points to visit?

| hope the situation never comes your way. It happened to me once
and althoush | was woefully unprepared things happily turned out
alright. What do you say to someone who is seriously contemplating
endingitall?

Here’s a scenario | heard about from a very clever individual: Imagine
that you are sitting in a reception area in a fancy office on the 77th floor
of the Empire State Building. Suddenly the elevator opens and a
gentleman with a disheveled appearance walks over to the window
which he throws wide open. He backs up like he's readying himself to
take a running leap and before he does so you are able to halt him
temporarily.

You ask him, “Why are you about to do such a crazy and foolish thing?”
He shows you a piece of paper with a list of 49 items that he besins to
recite aloud; 1) Lost my job 2) Wife left me 3) Broke 4) Hungry 5) Dosg
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1. How many niyon were there altogether?

2. Which major event happened in npn1?

3. The western border of & yax goes through the
Mediterranean Sea. What relevance has this?

4. How did the twelve ovwn help divide 78w yax?

5. How big was the wnan around the cities of the o7, and what
purpose did it have?

6. What size does an iron implement need to be in order to ki,
ni7wi on?

7. What effect does the '7ar year have on an inherited field?

H. Which two evil things does i say that 7xwr has done?

Points innN>'7n

1) When saying Omein one should neither prolong it or abbreviate it.
The preferred length being the time it would take to say 'Keil Melech
Ne-eman' (MB 124,8)

2) One should respond Omein immediately at the conclusion of the
Brocho. However, Bdieved, it is acceptable if one responds within
the time span of Toch Kedei Dibbur (approx 2 seconds). (MB 124,8)

3) Omein should preferrably not be said louder than the person
making the Brocho unless one is trying to encourage others to
respond as well (MB 124,19,47)

died 6) Chronic incurable diseases 7) Homeless etc. That's just the
beginning of the list and any single item would be enough to drive the
average man over the top. He’s got the worst situation you ever heard of or
imasgined. You're readly to agree with his morbid conclusion. What can you
say tohim?

Of course, you acknowledge his pain but you might challenge him with the
following question: What if on top of all the 49 things there was also a 50th
and that is that you were also completely blind? Today you tapped your
way over, pressed the 77th floor button, before tapping your way to the
window and as you are about to leap, lo and behold the lights o on and
you are granted vision. You can see! Would you choose to jump at that
moment? For sure the fellow will say, “NO!” “Why not?”, you would have to
challenge him. He would probably answer, “I'd go around and check it all
out!” So then you tell him, “You aren’t blind! You can see! Use those eyes to
find goodness!”

The ravages of long exile tend to rob us of our sense of purpose and
direction. We become easily distracted by the small and silly. Eventually we
are living so small, we are at constant risk of losing our very identities. We
don’t see. The suicide is not dramatic but incremental and accumulative, as
moment after moment is deadened, by the activity of killing of time. How
true what Warren Buffet had said, “Habits are too light to be felt until they are
too heavy to break.”

Being in exile is like living at the airport. | was once stuck at JFK for 24 hours
due to a snow storm. There was seemingly no way out. Every “courtesy
desk” employee was as frustrated, lost and discourteous as we were. One
disoriented oriental gent on his cell phone was heard venting, “l don’t know
where | am! | don’t know who | am! | don’t know why | am!” | realized |
should just make good use of the many Holy Books in my bag. The Chofetz
Chaim teaches that we are currently rebuilding the Temple if not “in our
days” but at least “with our days.” By indulging our imaginations for one day
in things oy vay we can build it all back by learning to love what is!
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