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Kiddush This Shabbos

There will be a Kiddush after Davenning this Shabbos which
is co-sponsored by Mr & Mrs Grant Paktor and Mr & Mrs
Richard Danziger on the occasion of the recent birth of their
children.

Ovos uBonim

A reminder that this Motzei Shablbos Ovos uBonim starts an
hour and a half after Shabbos for 45 minutes.

Chanuka Kumsitz

On Motzei Shabbos there will be a Chanuka Kumzitz in the
hall - see the back pasge for details.

I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'

Festival of The Reflecting Lights  Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

We gaze at the delightful dancing lights as we sit before the menorah and
sing the traditional songs associated with the festival. Many observe a
special ritual of lingering in the delicate radiance of the menorah lights while
reflecting on their sublime message. But what precisely is that message?
What insights are the tiny flames meant to trigger?

Perhaps the very word "reflect" serves as a signpost on our journey toward
internalizing Chanukah's spiritual treasure. To reflect does not simply mean
to contemplate or ponder. It also means to mirror, or to reverberate. When
we gaze deep into the menorah lights, what we should see is a genuine
reflection of our true selves.

The concept of facing the deeper truth about one' true self comes to the
fore in this week's Torah portion, as well. This concept is embedded intwo
words that are seemingly out of place with the flow of the narrative.
Yaakov's sons face Yosef, the Eygptian viceroy, who treats them with
unreasonable hostility. He accuses them of being spies and throws them
into prison, allowing only one of the brothers to return home and prove
their collective innocence by bringing back Binyomin.

Yosef unexpectedly relents a few days later and announces that the
brothers can all return home, except for Shimon who will be detained until
theirreturn.

The Torah records the brothers' response to Yosef's surprising change of
heart and generous gesture, as "Vayaasu kein," and they did so. The verse
gives no further explanation about what the brothers actually did. Instead
the Torah continues to tell us that the brothers immediiately examined their
past behavior and severely reproached themselves for not being sensitive
to Yosef's distress when they sold him into slavery. They now assumed that
their present misfortune was a direct result of their past callous behavior.
The commentaries explain that Vayaasu kein - 'they did so' indicates that
Yosef's brothers followed Yosef's lead in reevaluating the truth of their own
personal conduct.

As viceroy, Yosef ruled Egypt with complete, undisputed authority. He was
a powerful unchallenged leader who could do whatever he pleased.
From the pedestal of absolute power he decreed that all the brothers
would be imprisoned until proven innocent. Yet, without explanation he
backed down. What was behind this sudden reversal?

Great people recognize that everything that transpires in life is a message
from Heaven that needs to be carefully appraised. The brothers saw Yosef's
about-face as a clear message from Hashem. If the all-powerful viceroy
could have a change of heart and mind, they too should reexamine their
convictions, especially their firm belief in theirinnocence.

Even if it involved an ego-bruising realization, it was an exercise they
needed to engage in. "Vayaasu kein" .... Like Yosef, the brothers pondered
their conduct and motives and found them wanting.

The word 'kein' means authentic and genuine - a state of existence in which
the external is a perfect reflection of the internal.

When gazing at the light of the menorah we are looking at a reflection of our
inner self and beyond, to our very soul and the G-dliness within us.
Removing the obfuscating presence of our ego and negative character
traits enables the inner glow of the neshama to radiate through the body
and light up its surroundings.

When we gaze at the menorah lights, we are internalizing the message of
Chanukah-to bring the awareness of G-d's loving hand directing all aspects
of our existence. Hopefully that will lead to take a more inspired role in our
daily lives. All too often, we are too invested in our professed opinions and
public persona to acknowledge our shortcomings. By letting go of self-
justification as did Yosef's brothers, and being emotionally honest with
ourselves, we will be connecting to the message of the Chanukah lights,
ensuring that they genuinely reflect our deepest self.

When that self is aligned with the awareness of G-d's loving presence in all
of life's dimensions, the Chanukah message will burst forth and illuminate all
the inner and outer shadows of our existence.

Darkness and Light shiomo Katz (Torah.org)

Rambam z”l writes: Even if one has no food, he must borrow money or sell
his shirt to buy oil for Chanukah lights. R* Vidal di Tolosa z”l (the “Magsid
Mishneh”) explains: Since halachah requires a person to borrow money or
sell his shirt to buy four cups of wine for Pesach, certainly he must borrow
money or sell his shirt to buy oil for Chanukah, since Chanukah candles
involve pirsumei nisa / publicizing the miracle.

Commentaries ask: Don’t the four cups of wine on Pesach also serve a
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pirsumei nisa function? If so, in what way is pirsumei nisa on Chanukah
greater that the Maggid Mishnah would use the word “certainly”?

R’ Yaakov Reischer z”I (the “Shevut Yaakov”) explains: Halachah does not
require a person to borrow money or sell his shirt to buy wine for kiddush
on Shabbat. Why not? Doesn’t kiddush publicize the greatest miracle of
all--that Hashem created everything from nothing and rested, so-to-speak,
on the seventh day? Nevertheless, the pirsumei nisa which occurs when
one recites kiddush on Shabbat in the privacy of his dining room is not as
great as the pirsumei nisa which occurs when one lights Chanukah candles
outside his front door (which is the ideal way to perform the mitzvah).
Likewise, the pirsumei nisa which occurs when one drinks four cups of
wine on Pesach in the privacy of his dining room is not as great as the
pirsumei nisa which occurs when one lights Chanukah candles outside his
front door [though it is greater than the pirsumei nisa of a regular kiddush
because there typically are more people at a Pesach seder than at a regular
Shabbat meal]. Therefore, if one must borrow money or sell his shirt to buy
four cups of wine for Pesach, certainly he must borrow money or sell his
shirt to buy oil for Chanukah, since Chanukah candles involve greater
pirsumei nisa. (Quoted in Sde Tzofim: Shabbat 24a)

“It happened at the end of two years of days--Pharach was dreaming . . .”
41:1)

Midrash Rabbah comments, quoting lyov (28:3): “He sets a limit to the
darkness.” Hashem decreed how many years Yosef would spend in the
darkness, i.e., in prison. Once that time was up, Pharach was dreaming
[leading to Yosef's release, as descrioed in our parashah].

The midrash continues, quoting Mishlei (14:23); “In all toil there will be
gain, but the talking of the lips brings only loss.” Because Yosef said to the
wine chamberlain [at the end of last week’s parashah], “Remember me”
and “Mention me,” G-d added two extra years to Yosef’s sentence. [Until
here from the midrash]

R’ Hillel ben Raphael z"I asks: How does the midrash know that the two
years were “extra”? The Torah never says how long Yosef was in prison in
total; perhaps our verse should be read, ‘At the end of two years” in total
that Yosef was in prison?

He explains: The midrash is explaining the Torah’s seemingly superfluous
use of the words “of days.” Why didn’t the verse say simply, “It happened
at the end of two years™? The answer lies in that fact that “day” and “light”
generally refer to redemption, while “night” and “darkness” generally refer
to subjugation. From the fact that our verse says, “of days,” the midrash
learns that these were two years that should have been “days,” i.e., years
in which Yosef should have been free. But, because he put his faith in the
wine chamberlain, these years turned to “darkness,” i.e., imprisonment.

R Hillel continues: Throughout our history, great Torah sages tried to
predict when mashiach would come. How could they all have been
wrong? The answer is that there are multiple times in history that are
propitious times for mashiach to come, but only if we merit to be
redeemed. This is the meaning of the verse quoted by the above midrash.
“He sets a limit to the darkness.” When that time comes, Hashem examines
our deeds to see if we are worthy of redemption. Similarly, after Yosef had
spent ten years in prison, Hashem examined Yosef’s deeds to see if he
was worthy of redemption. And, because Yosef had put his faith in the
wine chamberlain, he was found unworthy. (Bet Hillel: Drushim)

“So Pharaoh sent and summoned Yosef, and they rushed him from the
dungeon...” (41:14)

The Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 100) records that Yosef was released from
prison on Rosh Hashanah. Why is it useful for us to know this?

R’ Yitzchak Meir Alter z”I explains that Yosef represents that Jewish spark
that is within even those Jews who are prisoners of their desires. On Rosh
Hashanah, our Sages are teaching, that spark can break free. This, adds the
Chiddushei Ha'Rim, is why the month in which Rosh Hashanah falls is called
“Tishrei,” which contains the word “sharei” / “to release.” (Quoted in his
grandson’s Likkutei Yehuda)

“They then said to one another, ‘Indeed we are guilty concerning our
brother inasmuch as we saw his heartfelt anguish when he pleaded with
us and we paid no heed; that is why this anguish has come upon us’.”
(42:21)

R’ Yitzchak ben Yosef de Piera z”| writes: Yosef’s brothers recognized that
the treatment they were receiving at the hands of the Egyptian viceroy was
no coincidence, and they immediately examined their own deeds in
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search of a sin to which to attrioute their suffering. Their greatness is
demonstrated, in particular, by the fact that they had committed no other
sins to which to attribute their own anguish. They searched for past sins,
and they found none except for ignoring Yosef’s anguish. (Peirush R’
Yitzchak ben R’ Yosef AlHa'Torah)

R Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev z"I notes that our commemoration of the
Chanukah miracle is different from that of any other miracle on any other
festival. On Pesach, for example, we only talk about the miracles that
occurred, but we do nothing to imitate the miracles of the Exodus. Why
don’t we do something with water on the seventh day of Pesach to
commemorate the splitting of the Yam Suf on that day? On Purim, we read
about the miracle of Haman's downfall, but, again, we do nothing to relive
the miracle. Why don’t we do something with wood to commemorate
the gallows? Only on Chanukah do we light a menorah to commemorate
the miracle that occurred with the Temple menorah.

Why is Chanukah celebrated in this unigue way? R’ Levi Yitzchak explains:
The Pesach and Purim miracles were necessary for our survival. G-d had to
do them, so-to-speak. In contrast, the miracle of the oil burning for eight
days was not necessary. Rather, it was an expression of Hashem'’s love for
us and for the mitzvot we do. To acknowledge this love, we mark the
festival by imitating the miracle as best we can. (Kedushat Levi: Kedushah
Chamishit)

Based on this, suggested Mr. Eliezer Katz she’yichyeh (this writer’s son;
yeshiva student and sofer in Yerushalayim), we can answer the famous
guestion of R’ Yosef Karo z"1 (1488-1575; author of the Shulchan Aruch):
If there was enough oil to last for one day and the menorah burned for
eight days, then the actual miracles was for seven days! Why, then, does
Chanukah have eight days?

Mr. Katz explained: We have one other holiday whose sole purpose is to
demonstrate Hashem'’s love for us, i.e., Shemini Atzeret. Why is there a
holiday of Shemini Atzeret? The midrash teaches that after we have spent
the seven days of Sukkot at the Bet Hamikdash in Yerushalayim, Hashem
says, so-to-speak, “Don’t leave just yet! Stay one more day!” This is an
expression of His love for us. Thus, concludes Mr. Katz, just as Shemini
Atzeretis the eighth day of Sukkot, so Chanukah has an eighth day.
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