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Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs David Lewin on the birth of a
grandson, Ephraim, in Israel.

Mishnayos Siyum - Boy’s Faher
All boys who signed up for the annual Mishnayos Siyum are
asked to attend Shul from 7pm on Sunday evening where the
Rov will be Fahering them on their learning.
A reminder to everyone else learning that the Siyum takes
place next Shabbos.

Shavuous
The Shavuous newsletter will be sent out IY”H on Tuesday night
and will contain the timetable.

Through Thick and Thin

Rabbi Chaim Dovid Green (Torah.org)

"The sacred offerings of every individual will be his. Each man who will
give to the Kohein (dedicated servant of G-d) it shall be his" (Numbers
5:10). This passage is intentionally written so it can be understood in
more than one way. One simple explanation is that although one is
obligated to give of his possessions to the Kohein, he may nevertheless
retain the right to choose which Kohein he will give it to. No particular
Kohein has a claim on those gifts. That is an aspect of that gift which
remains the givers, even though he gives it away in the end.
The work Yalkut Lekach Tov brings a beautiful thought which is hinted to
this verse in the name of the Chofetz Chaim.
A man whom we will call Reuben was a servant of the king. He was
once summoned before the king to give an accounting of his actions,
which had failed to meet the high standards expected of him. He was
gripped with fear. "Who can help me?" he wondered. Reuben had
three friends. Shimon, was his closest and dearest friend. Reuben loved
Shimon, and it seemed to Reuben that the feelings were mutual. Levi
was another friend of his. He was also quite a close and dependable
friend. Yehudah was his third friend. He was not really a good friend,
rather somewhat of an acquaintance to whom Reuben never felt very
close.
Reuben ran to Shimon. He told him everything. He begged Shimon to
come with him to his audience with the king. "Perhaps you can stand in
my "defense". "I'm sorry," replied Shimon, "but I can't help you." Reuben
was devastated. "Maybe Levi can help me," he thought hopefully. "I'll be
happy to escort you to the palace gates," said Levi, "but no further."
Disappointed, Reuben said "I'll go to Yehudah. What choice do I have
left? The worst he can do is refuse like the others." To Reuben's great
surprise Yehudah agreed. "I'm willing to go with you, and do everything I
can to defend you before the king," said he.
As the story goes, Shimon stayed home. Levi went as far as the palace
gates,as he had promised, and Yehudah went in with Reuben to his
audience before the king. Reuben's accounting did not win him favor
from the king, as he had feared, and Yehudah bravely defended him. He
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won the day, and saved Reuben's name and his neck.
This story analogizes the path which all humankind follows. Eventually
we are all called back for our audience before The King of Kings. It is
truly a fearful thought, for we must account for the way we spent our
lives. We look for tools with which to defend ourselves. Who can stand
up for us in the face of this profound dilemma? We'll run to Shimon.
Shimon represents our material wealth. We often feel that wealth is our
best friend, our helper, and our security, which will stand for us under all
circumstances. After all, we reason, we dedicated our entire lives to
Shimon. But to our dismay, Shimon will not accompany us along this
path.
We run to Levi. Levi represents our families, our loved ones, our dear
friends. Maybe they won't leave us in our time of trouble. They try their
best, they cry for us and they even escort us till the edge of the grave,
but in the end, they too leave us to ourselves. They come as far as the
gates, but no further.
We turn to Yehudah. Yehuda represents our Torah study and our good
deeds. We never really thought he was our best friend who would stay
with us through thick and thin. It's too bad though, because if we had
known how good a friend he was, we would have cultivated the
friendship, and become much better acquainted.
THE ONLY THINGS WE TAKE WITH US ARE OUR TORAH AND MITZVOS.
WE LEAVE EVERYTHING ELSE BEHIND!!! They are our defense because
they are testimony to our loyalty to "The King." The more we accumulate,
obviously, the better it is for us. This is something which must dominate
our attitudes on a daily basis. This gives us a clear perspective about the
importance of everything else we run after as if our lives depended on
it.
A destitute man once set out on a journey to find his fortune. Leaving his
wife and family he promised to return with the means to support them
with dignity. He found his way to a faraway place, and he began doing
business. He found that milk was in short supply, in demand, and
expensive. He became a dairy farmer, met with great success, and soon
became a man of means. His response to one of his wife's sad letters of
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woe was that he was immediately setting out for home with great
wealth. He decided that since milk was such a profitable commodity,
that he would exchange all of his wealth for milk and transport it back
home. At the very last minute before his departure a friend of his
prevailed upon him to invest in some gold and silver and some
precious stones to bring as a gift to his wife.
Needless to say, when he arrived home the stench which exuded from
the barrels of milk was more than a person could bear, and
consequently all of the man's wealth was gone. "For this you stayed
away for so many years?" cried his wife. "Isn't there anything left which
can raise us out of our terrible poverty? How will we ever marry off our
children?" The poor man was beside himself. All of the time he invested,
and all of the wealth he had amassed gone in one fell swoop! Then the
man remembered the valuables which he had purchased before he left
for home. He sold them, and managed to eke out a living for several
years.
We come down to this world, and we engage in "business". We
dedicate the majority of our lives first preparing, and then working to
amass wealth, as here in this world the importance of material wealth is
so emphasized. Torah and its observance is relatively much less
expensive. These are viewed as things of little value here in this world.
One way or another we still usually manage to put together a small
portfolio of this commodity.
When we arrive home - when our time here is up - what will we bring
with us? What will the bulk of the "merchandise" smell like when we
arrive there? Imagine the disappointment... What will we "live" on there?
Only those words of Torah which we spoke; only the prayers which we
said; only the coins which we gave away for truly worthy charitable
causes will be ours; and the smile which we brought to the face of that
troubled soul, and so on and so forth.
This is a deeper meaning of the aforementioned passage. "The one who
gives...it shall be his." It shall truly be his - a thing of eternally lasting value.
If you're an investor - and we all are - and you're looking for something
good to invest in these unpredictable times, this may be just the thing
you're looking for.

A Drink of Wine

Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

What is the greatest blessing to which a person can aspire in this world?
For Jewish people, at least, the answer seems to be peace. How do
people in Israel greet and take leave of each other? Shalom, the
Hebrew word for peace. What is the traditional Jewish greeting?
Shalom aleichem, let there be peace unto you. Peace, always peace.
Jewish people know full well that without peace there is nothing. The
roots of this awareness go back thousands of years. In this week’s Torah
portion, we read about the priestly blessing, whose climactic words
are, “Let Him establish peace for you.” Peace is the ultimate blessing. But
let us take a closer look at these words. What is the significance of
Hashem’s “establishing peace for you”? Would it not have been simpler
to say, “Let Him give you peace”?
Perhaps we can find the answer in the topic that immediately precedes
the presentation of the priestly blessing - the laws of the Nazir. At certain
times, when a man feels himself drawn by worldly temptations, the
Torah allows him to make a Nazirite vow whereby he accepts upon
himself an abstemious life style for a specified period of time. He may
not drink wine or cut his hair, and he must maintain himself on a high level
of ritual purity. When the term of the vow expires, these restrictions are
removed, and then, the Torah says, “the Nazir shall drink wine.”
“The Nazir shall drink wine.” It almost seems as if the Torah is instructing
him to drink wine, not just permitting it. But why? Furthermore, the Torah
tells us that at the end of the Nazirite period he is required to bring
certain sacrifices, one of which is a sin offering. What was his sin? Our
Sages explain that his sin was his voluntary abstention from wine. What is
so important about drinking wine? The answer touches on one of the
most fundamental tenets of Judaism. The Torah does not want us to
withdraw from the physical world and pursue a monastic life. On the
contrary, the Torah insists that we find a harmonious balance between
our spiritual and physical sides. The Torah does not want us to shun the
gorgeous world Hashem created but rather to enjoy it in a civilized

manner, to integrate our physical pleasure into our spiritual connection
to our Creator. That is the ideal mode of living. The Nazir felt himself out
of balance, drawn to worldly temptations to an inappropriate degree.
Therefore, the Torah allows him to go temporarily to the opposite
extreme in order to regain his balance. Once that period is over, once
he recaptures his inner harmony, he “should drink wine.”
This is the essence of peace. True peace is not achieved by hiding from
the disruptive forces of life but by finding an inner harmony which
integrates physical needs and spiritual aspirations. This sort of peace is
not just the absence of conflict but the positive presence of harmony, a
state that Hashem helps us “establish” so that we can truly benefit from
all His other blessings. As our Sages tell us, “Hashem found no vessel
capable of containing and preserving blessings other than peace.”
A teacher and his principal were discussing a young troublemaker who
consistently disrupted the class.
“I would like to have him removed from my class,” said the teacher.
“Maybe then we could have some peace.”
“Indeed?” said the principal. “Do you think removing him will bring you
peace?”
“Of course it will,” said the teacher.
The principal shook his head. “I’m afraid you are wrong. Removing this
troublemaker from your class will bring you silence. Making him a
functioning, contributing member of the class would bring you peace.”
In our own lives, we all crave that moment of peace. We dream of the
time when our lives will become peaceful and happy. But more often
than not, our concept of peace is the removal of irritating factors. The
obnoxious co-worker will hopefully find a different job. The
troublesome teenager will mercifully grow up and get married. And so
on. But that is not true peace. It is escape. Why hitch our happiness to
the shallow satisfactions of an illusive escape that may never come? But
if we learn to live in harmony with the people and the circumstances in
the here and now, we will surely find happiness in the profound
satisfactions of inner peace.
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