
The Merit of the Avos Roger Rubin

We have the tradition to invoke the merits of our forefathers when

making requests of Hakadosh Boruch Hu . A recurring theme of our

Tefillah refers to Hashem as “G-d of our Fathers”. Our faith and belief in

redemption is enshrined in the eternal words of the Torah, “And I will

remember my covenant with Yaacov, and also my covenant with

Yitschak, and also my covenant with Avraham I will remember, and

the land I will remember.” (Vayikra 26)

With these words, which are quoted in the Rosh Hashanah Mussaf,

we know and are comforted, that Israel will never be destroyed. The

famous question, however, is asked : Why the reverse chronological

order of the Patriarchs?

Rabbi Zalman Sorotkin in “Oznayim LaTorah” discusses this point, and

teaches a very relevant idea. He suggests that the various covenants

alluded to in our biblical citation reflect varying degrees of merit

required for our redemption. The verse moves from maximal to

minimal merit as being necessary, so that in effect, G-d is comforting

the Israelites, telling them that he will redeem them, even if they are

less than completely worthy.

Each of the Patriarchs is generally identified with a specific aspect of

Divine service. Avraham represents loving kindness and chesed,

expressed in his tent which was open for all to rest, eat and be cared

for. Yitschak represents personal sacrifice, even to the extent of giving

up his own life at the Akeidah; and Yaacov represents dedication to

Torah, spending years in the Yeshiva of Shem and Ever.

Rabbi Sorotkin ingeniously explains the reverse order in terms of G-

d’s decreasing expectations of the quality of merit necessary for our

redemption. Optimally we should be redeemed on the basis of our

total commitment to Torah, the vocation of Yaacov. Falling short of

that maximum, we have Yitschak, the devotion of one who is ready

to suffer for his faith, experience persecution and even give up his life

. The events of the Holocaust are testament to such people. And

even if the only connection the Jewish people has to G-d is the

loving hospitality of Avraham – as long as there exists within Israel an
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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Lenny Horwitz on the birth of a

grandson, born to Mr & Mrs Nachum Kabalkin in

Yerushalayim.

A Final Note For The Year
The editor would like to that this opportunity to wish the

Kehilla a and ask for any offence

caused by, or for omissions from the newsletter during the

past year.
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 6.15pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos Between 6.30 - 6.40pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am
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Motzei Shabbos 8.14pm

Mincha followed by a Shiur on 7.09pm

Sunday Selichos & Shacharis 6.45am

Hilchos Rosh HaShana

dpyd y`xc ˆ` lil

Mincha & Kabbolas Yom Tov 7.06pm

dpyd y`xc ` meiˆ

Shacharis 8.30am
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Selichos & Shacharis 1st Minyan 6.00am

Mincha & Maariv 6.55pm

Selichos & Shacharis 2nd Minyan 6.30am

Selichos & Shacharis 1st Minyan 6.00am

Late Maariv 7.00pm

Selichos & Shacharis 2nd Minyan 6.30am

Thursday

Mincha & Maariv 7.00pm

Selichos & Shacharis 1st Minyan 6.00am

Selichos & Shacharis 2nd Minyan 6.40am

Friday

Mincha & Kabolas Shabbos 6.59pm

Candle Lighting 6.54pm
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openness of spirit and generosity of the soul towards the poor, the

weak, the widow and the stranger - from this alone will G-d

remember His covenant with us. What a remarkable interpretation,

allowing for the recognition of the good in others, possibly less

outwardly observant, and creating a sense of inclusiveness amongst

all of Klal Yisrael.

Rabbi Sorotkin goes on to point out that there is in fact a fourth

category, referred to in the final phrase, “I will remember the Land”.

Even if the Jewish people have little dedication to Torah, are not

suffering persecution and do not involve themselves in loving

kindness, as long as they love the Land of Israel, that will be sufficient

for G-d to allow for redemption. This explains the merit of the early

20th century pioneers, many of whom may not have been

observant, but nevertheless it was their love of the Land which paved

the way for our period of the beginning of the flowering of our

redemption.

Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks makes a similar observation in a

footnote in his New Koren Machzor. Quoting the passuk from Yishaya

“when He lifts up a banner on the mountains, you will see it, and

when He sounds the shofar you shall hear”, Rabbi Sacks notes that

the prophet speaks first of the banner and then of the sound of the

shofar, whereas in our daily tefillah we reverse this order when we say

“sound the great shofar for our freedom” and only then “raise high the

banner to gather our exiles”. Quoting Rav Kook, he notes that the daily

prayer speaks of a logical sequence of events. The shofar calls those

who are near, whilst a banner is raised for those too far away to hear.

Logically the ingathering of the exiles to the land of Israel should first

have moved those close to Judaism, and only later those who were

distant. But the Prophet foresaw the actual events as they would

transpire. It was those distant from Judaism (the secular Zionists) who

saw the banner on the mountaintop, before those who were close,

the religious, heard the call of the shofar . Once again we can see

reason to link together with, rather than separate ourselves from, all

segments of our people.

Support for this idea is found also in Ein HaBanim Semeicha by Harav

Yissachar Shlomo Teichtel, a leader of Hungarian Jewry in those

difficult days during the 1930s and 1940s. Quoting the Rosh

Hashanah Machzor, where we beseech Hashem “And so, grant

honour O L-rd to your people, happiness to your Land, joy to your

City, and a flourishing of pride of David, your servant” , Rav Teichtel

refers to a Tanaic statement from the Yalkut Shimoni, “The people of

Israel were exiled because they despised three things – the Kingdom

of Heaven, The Kingdom of the House of David, and the Beit

HaMikdash” .

Says the Yalkut Shimoni, Israel will not be shown a good sign until they

return and seek out these three things. Teaches Rav Teichtel, “Grant

honour to your people” corresponds to the Kingdom of Heaven.

“Happiness in your Land, joy to your City” refers to the Beit

HaMikdash, and a “flourishing of pride of David” refers to the

Kingdom of the House of David. Noting that we have lived amongst

the nations for 2000 years, and learned their ways, most Jews had no

real concept of Judaism. We cannot expect them to return and seek

out the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of the House of David,

because they have no idea what they are. Rather, what do they seek?

Replies the Rav, “Eretz Yisrael, which includes all of these things”.

Praising the pioneers and early settlers, in the spirit of Rav Kook, the

Rav praise those who sacrificed themselves for Eretz Yisrael – “who

seek out these three things without even knowing it”.

Alluding to the reference to our Patriarchs, Rav Teichtel adds his own

comments on the mention of Yaakov before his illustrious ancestors in

the passuk quoted above. Referring to a passuk in Tehillim (81.2)

“Sing joyously to G-d, our strength, cry aloud to the G-d of Yaakov”

this, he says, is a reference to Bilaam. Why did Balaam mention Yaakov,

and not Avraham or Yitschak? Because he saw that Avraham begot

unworthy offspring- Yishmael and the children of Keturah. Yiztchak,

too, begot unworthy offspring- Eisav. Yaacov on the other hand is

completely holy – giving birth to the 12 tribes of Israel. However this

is difficult. Today, and for many years, Yaacov has indeed had many

unworthy offspring, due to our numerous sins. The answer appears

to be that everything follows the root. If the root is good, all the

branches are considered well, even those with deficiencies. Since

they absorb moisture from the root, they will in time flourish again.

Yaacov, being all good, is a perfect root. He will give new life to all his

descendants until the end of time, and they will flourish once again.

Our main task on Rosh Hashanah, teaches Rav Teichtel, is to connect

ourselves to Yaakov Avinu, so that his sanctity will permeate us and

rectify all of our defects that we caused in the last year. Accordingly

we read “Blow the shofar at the new moon...because it is a statute

for Israel, an ordinance for the G-d of Yaacov” It specifies Yaacov, for

he is completely holy and we are rooted in him. We, the branches,

will draw life and sanctity from the roots so we can once again

flourish. Whatever our level of observance, we are beloved by

Hashem. We can all try to see the good in others, and seek to

improve ourselves. We will always be diverse and be of varying

religious standings . We will always have our differences, but we all

stand together before Hashem, whether we are in the spirit “ only”

of Avraham, or “ only” of Yitschak or ideally, of Yaacov, and

proclaim Hashem, Our King. We pray that He will remember His

covenant with each of them, and consequently with us, the

branches, so that Redemption will come, and the words of

Yimiyahu, from the Haftorah for the Second Day of Rosh Hashanah

be fulfilled, echoing the theme of inclusiveness we have discussed:

“ Sing out with the happiness of Yaacov…I shall gather them in from

all ends of the earth. Blind and limping men, pregnant women, all

together.. a great flock of people will come back here.. there is hope

for your future, and children will return to their own borders”.

It’s happening before our very eyes. May this process complete

speedily in our days. Shana Tova.

Rosh Hashana is almost here! I even saw it on my Staples desk

calendar. Only someone living in a cave does not know that

something is about to happen! What is it that’s about to happen?

Yeah! Rosh Hashana! But what happens on Rosh Hashana? Ahhhh!

That’s the rub!

Years back I was consumed with preparing a Bar Mitzvah for one my

sons who was born very close to Rosh Hashana. A question

occurred to me that I was able to relate briefly at the Bar Mitzvah

celebration. So much time goes into preparing for such an event.

Days and weeks and months of planning and invitations and clothing

shopping, and it’s all for one night or a Shabbos Kiddush and then it’s

all over!

Why should all those other days, the ones that were employed in the

service of the great event, be considered like pawns in the service of

the king? Why is this night or day different than all the other days?

Why sacrifice a hundred days for the bettering of one day? That’s the

question!

The same point applies equally to Rosh Hashana. Why should so

many other days be considered subservient to this one granddaddy

day? What makes it so special! The answer may just be found woven

into the following story.

I believe it was Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz ztl. who related in a Rosh

HaShana “schmooze” the following scenario: Chaim Yankel was

walking in the bitter cold of winter and he stepped into a puddle. As

a result he caught a terrible cold. His cold soon turned into a

pneumonia. After a while his respiratory problems complicated and

The Whole Year! Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)
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then unfortunately Chaim Yankel passed away.

Everyone was sad and when his close friends and family were asked,

“What happened to Chaim Yankel?” the story was always the same,

“He was walking in the cold of winter and he stepped into a puddle

etc” Reb Chaim bellowed, “No!” Chaim Yankel did not catch a cold in

winter! He caught a cold in Musaf on Rosh Hashana! It was then his

spirit cooled off!”

What is the instructive point of this very forceful story? Is it only to scare

or throttle us into submission? No! Of course not! The great Rabbi had

a fine point he wanted to transmit. What is that point?

Rosh HaShana is not just another day like other days in the Jewish

calendar and I believe we all intuitively understand that very well. Rosh

HaShana is the “head” as the name implies. Everything is in the head! It

is the source and fount of life. The whole year flows from Rosh

Hashana. It is the DNA , the blueprint for the entire year!

The whole year is produced from that day! For that reason we are

careful to dip apples in honey and find whatever positive signs to

grasp onto to create a positive template. Our blood type for the

entire year needs to be “B-Positive”. Whenever a child declares at

mealtime, “This doesn’t taste good!” I remind them to be positive! Of

course they answer, “I’m positive it doesn’t taste good!” That’s not

what I had in mind.

So it goes for the Bar Mitzvah boy on his special day and the bride and

groom too. It’s not just another day like others. His whole life is

impacted by the quality of commitment on that first of all days. Rosh

Hashana is not special because it’s the first day but rather because it’s

the whole year!

The Torah calls the day of Rosh Hashana "a day of blowing" which

signifies the pivotal importance of the shofar to the Day of Judgment.

The shofar is the seminal mitzvah around which everything else

evolves. This is somewhat baffling. Against the awesomeness of the

Day of Judgment, the shofar would seem to be a minor ritual. Why

then the special status and fanfare attached to it?

Rosh Hashana and the Kiss of Life Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

The commentaries tell us that the shofar calls to mind the story of the

akeida in which our patriarch Avraham, after attempting to fulfill

Hashem's request to offer up his beloved Isaac as a sacrifice, found

an alternate way to give expression to his overflowing love of his

Creator.

Avraham noticed a ram caught in the bushes and offered it up as a

sacrifice in place of Yitzchok. [Far from being a 'chance' occurrence,

the ram had been placed in that very spot by Hashem. One of its

horns will one day be used to announce the arrival of Moshiach, our

sages tell us.] With the blowing of a ram's horn on Rosh Hashana, we

recall the historic event of the akeida in which Avraham rose to

unparalleled spiritual heights.

Yet, the precise connection between the mitzvah of shofar-blowing

on Rosh Hashana and the gripping story about Abraham's devotion

and self-sacrifice remains elusive. What does this story have to do

with the awesome Day of Judgment?

The Torah tells us that G-d created mortal physical man from earth

and dust collected from four corners of the earth, and invested

within him a living spirit by blowing into his nostrils "a breath of life"

(Genesis 2). As a result of the blend of the physical and spiritual

components of his makeup, man is a hybrid; part physical matter

and part G-dly.

We struggle with the innate conflict of our bodily desires and

yearnings with our spiritual strivings throughout our earthly sojourn.

Each person must decide for himself which force he will make the

predominant one in his own life. Are we material creatures seeking

to better our physical standard of living, climbing the ladder of

financial success, and ensuring that we have more glitter than our

neighbors? Or, is our primary drive focused on giving expression to

the neshama within us, the vibrations of our conscience that direct

us heavenwards towards an eternal bond with our Creator?

Our neshama yearns to connect to its creator while assigning the

body to a secondary role in our time here in this world. On Rosh

Hashana, as we commit ourselves to a new year, we reinforce our

determination to allow the needs of our neshama to take center

stage. We reconnect our soul-implanted in man with the 'breath of

life' from the Creator-with its heavenly source.

How can one translate these spiritual impulses into a medium that

speaks to the concrete and physical part of our existence? How can

we "kiss" the Divine, so to speak, and find Him in both the oppressive

monotony and the churning maelstrom of day-to-day existence?

The shofar is the ideal expression of the soaring impulses that

overtake us on the Day of Judgment. Avraham was willing to sacrifice

his closest and most beloved son with unflinching devotion. When

he was restrained from doing so, he expressed his love with the

sacrifice of the ram. Part of that ram-the symbol of fierce love of G-d-

remains with us: the horn we blow each Rosh Hashana. The shofar is

the conduit through which we lovingly demonstrate our willingness

to transform the breath of life with which Hashem animated us-our

souls-into our predominant life force, while the body assumes an

accessory role.

The shofar is thus the perfect instrument through which we can

"pour back" our essence to its heavenly source. Like our forefather

Avraham, we use this instrument to demonstrate that for the coming

years, our goals and ideals will align with spiritual imperatives, rather

than physical ones.

If you want to know how much RAM you need… don't ask me.

Just mention "Advanced Configuration and Power Interface (ACPI)

equivalent to the TCP/IP File Transfer Protocol," and you'll find me in a

different zip code. Clueless, would be an understatement.

As a matter of fact, until fairly recently I hardly knew an Apple from a

Blasting the Worm Rabbi Yaakov Salomon (Aish.com)
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nectarine, or a Task Manager from Joe Torre. No. Computer literacy

was not my strong suit. Still isn't. Oh, I can type an article and respond

to email. I'm getting there, I guess, but if real trouble strikes, I'm like a

late-night talk show host without any guests -- fumbling and helpless.

And two weeks ago, real trouble struck. At first, it seemed relatively

minor -- one of those temporary glitches that every computer

occasionally spews forth. But within a few days there was no denying

it -- I had been infected, invaded, contaminated, polluted, violated,

assaulted, attacked, and TAKEN OVER by the now infamous MSBLAST

virus.

I sat at my desk, numbly staring at hundreds of emails from total

strangers -- many from very small African countries.

In short order, I reached out to the techies in my life. I guess we all

have them. Those are the friends and relatives who we never have

enough time for. But when we need them…

Those are the associates who answer the phone, hear our voice, and

immediately respond with, "Okay Yaakov, what did you do this time?"

We gulp. We chuckle uncomfortably. Sometimes we feign some

feeble small talk before we mumble, "Just a quick question, Izzy. It'll

just take 30 seconds."

Forty-five minutes later you're both floundering in a sea of cyber-

disarray, not sure whether to declare wholesale surrender or

courageously (or hopelessly) suggest, "Let's start from the beginning,

shall we?"

And so, the advice began pouring in. Everyone meant well. And

some people actually seemed to know what they were talking

about. But by the time the dust had settled, several days later, my

monotonous New Times Roman resembled actual Roman Times and

my trusty laptop Touch Pad was now more frozen than a lifeless

chromosome of Ted Williams. Motility was impossible. I was

completely stuck.

To end your suspense, the story does have a happy ending. But, far

more important, the ending tells a critical story.

Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are just around the corner. These days

of awe and reverence are marked by Jews worldwide with

extended prayers, shofar blowing, and fasting. Most of us approach

this segment of the calendar with feelings of dread and trepidation.

And why not? If we truly believe that the Almighty actually sits in

judgment of us during these holiest of days and determines our every

accomplishment or failure, what else could we feel but fright?

Who among us has not been infected by a virus of the soul or a

worm that freezes our memory and internal hard drive?

But maybe we need a little re-framing of our Holy Days perspective.

Maybe there's another way to approach our day in court besides

fear and apprehension. How about Opportunity?

Looking back on the year passed, who among us hasn't slighted a

friend, spouse, child, or neighbor? Who hasn't planned vast, or at

least some minor changes in one's behavior and failed miserably?

Who hasn't forgotten, at various times, what it means to be grateful,

ethical, faithful, or energetic? Indeed, who among us has not been

infected by a virus of the soul or a worm that freezes our memory

and internal hard drive?

G-d understands. He knows our limitations and our flaws. He

recognizes our weaknesses and the trigger points that send us

reeling backwards. And He says to us, "Return." Not only does He

await and encourage our homecoming, he creates a process called

Teshuva that actually gives us the chance to completely wipe the slate

clean. With true regret, admission, and resolve we are able to start

anew without any residue of past failing or transgression. A tabula

rasa of the spirit. That is true mercy. That is Opportunity!

Eventually, the advice of the pundits worked. The worm was

exterminated and my computer recovered. Even my Touch Pad --

the virtual legs of my computer -- became mobile again. The secret?

An incredible little function that the gods over at Microsoft included

in Windows XP.

Apparently, they understood that we mortals are quite fallible. They

realized that the mistakes we make are sometimes so grave and so

critical that patching them up would be fruitless and ineffectual. "Why

not give our patrons a method for them to just wipe their slates clean

and start over?" they reasoned.

And so they did.

They called it System Restore. A quick navigation through

Accessories and System Tools brings you to this oasis of cyber

havens. The startling and soothing instructions inform you that System

Restore allows you to undo harmful changes to your computer…and

returns it to an earlier time without causing you to lose recent work,

documents or email.

No incantations, wands, or paranormal powders are needed. You

simply peruse a calendar (included) and click on a date passed and

Presto! All your settings are immediately returned to the way they

used to be on that date.

The mechanism for complete restoration of the soul is available to us.

True. Teshuva does take a bit more than a pick and a click. But the

mechanism for complete restoration of the soul is available to us.

Viruses will always be trying to worm their way into our hardware.

And new strains -- more virulent and complex -- challenge us to

wage war and emerge triumphant. Perhaps that is the subliminal

purpose of this far-reaching epidemic that has swept the world.

We may feel frozen, shut down, or bewildered by personal failures,

dilemmas of mind or spirit, and dreadful world events. Terrorism

rocks our symmetry of life. But God says, "Never give up. Even when

you feel paralyzed, there is hope. You will be up and running again.

The virus, no matter how persistent, can be eliminated. The system

CAN be restored.

After all, "Teshuva" means "return." And we can all return to that place

within ourselves when we knew we were on a higher level. It takes

effort. It takes honesty. And you have to reach back a little and

remember how really good it feels to be happy with yourself.


