I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'

Mazel Tov!
Mazel Tov to Daniel and Lisbeth Harris on the birth of a son.
The o1 Di'7w will be held at 17 Ravens Close (off Ravensway).

New Shiur Launching

The Rov is launching a new Tuesday night fortnightly shiur for ladies
focusing on n'7on y. The first shiur will be held on Tuesday 4"
November at 8.15pm at 48 Waterpark Road.

Calling all Ladies

The shul hosts a meals npa which provides meals to those in need;
for families with new babies etc. We would like to encourage
anyone available to help to contact Debbie Black or Debra Levine for
further details.

Can you help with Kiddushim?

The Reblbetzin leads a team of ladies and girls who meet early on
Shablbos morming to help prepare the food for kiddushim.

If any ladies or girls would be prepared to help out, please contact
the Rebletzin to discuss further.

Ovos uBonim Returning

Ohr Yerushalayim has a strong history of supporting the Ovos uBonim
programme. The new season starts this week, Parshas Noach, an
hour after Motzei Shabbos for an hour. Look forward to seeing you!

I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'

Window to the World Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Did you ever stop to imagine what life was like inside of Noah's ark?
There were three floors; the middle floor was filled with a collection of
the world's animals wild, domestic, and otherwise. Birds and critters of
all shapes and sizes, vermin and an endless potpourri of creepy
crawlers whose pesky descendants bear witness to their survival during
that tempestuous period.

Then there was a floor of refuse. There was no recycling center, and no
sewase system that | am aware of.

The humans had the top floor. Cramped in an inescapable living space
was Noach, his three sons, their wives and one mother-in-law. | think
the rest of the scenario can play clearly in our minds. Surely, it was far
from easy. What intrigues are the detailed architectural commands that
Hashem gave Noach. Hashem details measurements and design for an
ark that took 120 years to build! Why? Are there lessons to be learned
from the design of the design of the ark? After all, Hashem promised
that there will be no more floods. If there are no more floods, then
there need not be any more arks. So what difference does it make
how it was built. Obviously, there are inherent lessons we can leamn
from the design of the ark. Let's look at one.

Noach is told to build a window. It seems practical enoush; after
all sitting for an entire year can get awfully stuffy. So Noach is
commanded to build a window for breathing room. It is a little
troubling. Does Noach need a command to add something so
simple as a window? Does it make a difference whether or not he
had a window? Did that command have to be incorporated into
the heavenly plans for an ark that would endure the ravaging
flood?

A renowned Rosh Yeshiva, tragically lost his son to a
qebilitating disease at the prime of his life. Not long married,
the son left a widow and a young child. The Rosh Yeshiva and
his Rebbitzin were devastated at the loss and the shiva period
was a most diifficult time.

One of the hundreds of visitors was the Bluzhever Rebbe,
Rabbi Yisrael Spira, whose entire family was wiped out auring
the Holocaust. He sat quietly, taking in the pain of the
bereaved family. Finally, when it was time to say something,
Rabbi Spira tumed to the Rosh Yeshiva and spoke. "Your loss is
terrible, but at least your son will have a living remnant his
child. He will also have a resting place and stone where the
family can visit. | do not even know where any of my children
who were killed by the Nazis are buried.” Then he aadeqd, "yvet
somehow Hashem has given me the strength to rebuild my
family and life." Those words truly hefoed console the Rosh
Yeshiva.

Sometimes when we are locked in our little boxes, we, too, need
a window. When we think our world is crumbling and that we are

doomed to a fate that is too difficult to bear, Hashem tells us to
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make a window. Sometimes, in our frustrations we have to look across
the globe, or even across the river to know that despite our difficulties,
others must endure a more difficult fate. And when we realize that they
can endure, whether it is an Og holding on the back of the ark, or
struggling with those lost amonsst the ruins, we can remember that life
inside the ark is not so bad after all.

In His Generation Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

"These are the generations of Noach, Noach was a completely
nghteous man in his generation, Noach walked with Elochim." (Breishis
6:9)

In his generation: There are those from our sages that learn this as an
expression of praise: How much more so had he been in a generation
of righteous people he would have been even more righteous. There
are others that learn this as a- denigration: In relation to his generation
he was righteous. Had he been in the generation of Avraham thoush,
he would not have been considered worthy whatsoever. (Rashi)

These and these, they are both the words of the living G-d! (Eruvin
13B)

How can both statements about Noach be true? Shouldnt the truth
about a matter be more precise? Was Noach righteous or was he not?
How can both be true?

One fine day this summer | found myself as a back seat driver with a
group of gentlemen on a ride that would take us almost six hours in
each direction. The driver arrived with his luxury SUV to pick us up and
he immediately plugged the desired destination into his built in GPS
navigator. The other front seat passenger stepped in with his portable
guidance system and he proceeded to enter the same final address.
The fun started immediately. The projected time of arrival varied
between them by a good number of minutes. Then the voice
commands began to disagree about how to reach the highway. Now
one was saying we should exit and turn around while the other was
insisting we continue to proceed on the thruway. It was comical. Not
until the last fifteen miles did they begin to agree consistently.

They were each computers with legitimate maps and either one alone
could have delivered us to our desired location. Maybe one was
inclined to give the most direct approach while the other took into
account other conditions and factors like whether we are likely to
confront lights, slower speed zones, rush hour traffic, or whether the
road allows for commercial vehicles etc. There are any number of
factors that might play a role in picking and programming one route
over another. The only trouble might come if we mix n match rather
than to stay consistent with one message. Only by the trip’s end when
the variables were few might the voice commands hope to be
coordinated. Entertainment aside, we realized that we had been
treated to an excellent example of the Talmudic notion of “these and
these, they are both the word of the living G-d!”

Was Noach righteous or not? If we weigh the difficulty factor,
considering that he had to resist the enormous coruptive influences
swirling about him and we project that without the social pressure of
those head-winds he would have striven even farther, then he could
have been an equal to Avraham.

However, when we become aware that Noach had no proactive
program to reach and save the doomed population of his time as
Avraham did in his day and age, then albeit he was a loyal and dutiful
servant of G-d but he was not quite of the stature of Avraham. Can we
ever know how he would have been in the time of Avraham? Was he
righteous in spite of his generation or only relative to his generation?
HASHEM could have placed him in Avraham’s exact time period to test
the thesis but since history took a certain road all we may ever know is
that “Noach was a completely righteous man in his generation.”

The Hidden Blessing

Over the course of the first 1500 years of world history, human and
animal life on earth had degraded to the extent G-d determined that

Rabbi Shlomo Jarcaig (Torah.org)

the only hope was to destroy virtually all life on the planet and start
again. "The earth had become corrupt before G-d and the earth
had become filled with snatching," (Beraishis 6,11, per Targum
Onkelos) indlicating a complete societal breakdown that mandated
their destruction, with a select few reestablishing life on earth. But a
perusal of the Torah reveals that G-d has many means at His
disposal; much death and destruction would later come upon
Egypt with the ten plagues, and the Children of Israel were spared
from every one of them. What is the significance of the salvation of
the human and animal kingdoms with the ark?

Michtav Me'Eliyahu, elucidates that if brazen grabbing was the
world's death sentence, creation could only be saved by the
diametric opposite: rampant kindness.

Noah and his family - a mere crew of eight - spent virtually every
hour of every day for over a year tending to the needs of tens of
thousands of animals, each and every one according to its own
schedule and diet. This unparalleled selfless benevolence was the
spiritual lifeblood of the ark. And if but once in the hundreds of
thousands of feedings and cleanups, Noah would be tardy, the
results could be devastating. Indeed, the lion lashed out when
Noah was once late, rendering him maimed for life. In as much as
the physical world is simply a reflection of the higher spiritual
ream, for someone who maintains a passionate connection to
chesed such a lapse indicates a defect in his trait of chesed.

The physical impairment is merely a manifestation of the spiritual
deficiency. The entire existence of the ark was miraculous, from the
ability to fit so many creatures onto such a small vessel, to the
ability of this craft to survive the awesome, destructive forces of
"nature" exhibited during the flood. This chesed was their lifesaver.

Rabbi Dessler further explains that there are two understandings to
our Sages' statement "Olam chesed yibaneh" ("A world is created
by chesed"). First, that the purpose of creation that humans are
able to fathom is that G-d "wanted" to do chesed for his creations
and allow them to benefit from His presence. Second, that every
moment of our existence benefits from G-d's boundless, limitless
gifts. His entire relationship with us is one of giving. How should
we respond? If we dedicate ourselves only to taking His gifts, we
become self-absorbed and our spiritual senses are dulled to the
extent we lose all appreciation of G-d's grace, contrary to the
stated goal of G-d's chesed to draw us closer. Someone
dedicated to taking looks askance at the sincere giver, wondering
what he expects in retun. Only someone invested in giving can
appreciate how G-d is the ultimate giver. Therefore, the way we
meet our objective of appreciating G-d's presence in our world is
to emulate Him and strengthen our own ability to give.
Furthermore, the person of chesed leads a happier existence in
this world, because he appreciates that all that he has are free gifts
given in love. The proverbial cup is not just half full, it is
overflowing!

Finally, concludes Michtav Me'Eliyahu, apporeciation of giving brings
wholeness and purpose to creation, for it eliminates division
caused by self-centeredness as the Divine gifts accomplish their
mission.

Many view chesed as an opportunity to do for others, something
that gives us a warm feeling inside. It IS very important to feel
positively about the mitzvos we fulfil. But, like the mitzvos
between man and G-d (like recitng the Shema, observing
Shabbos and keeping Kosher), mitzvos between one person and
his friend (such as chesed) are ALSO Divine opportunities to
increase our "G-d consciousness". We do not do chesed because
WE want to be nice; we do chesed because G-d relates to us
completely with chesed and we want to emulate His ways. It is
our chance to augment the Divine plan to bring perfection to the
world. And that is something to feel MOST positive about.
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