
Ark D’Triumph Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

You gotta believe. Day in, day out for 120 years, Noah built an ark.

Naysayers and scoffers chided him, mocked him, and continued on

their path to self-destruction. But Noah continued to build.

It must have been terribly difficult for Noach. A man alone, predicting

calamity. He was the only human doing something to save himself. Yet

despite 10 years of outreach and cajoling to curious onlookers to

mend their evil ways, he was not able to persuade one member of

civilization to join him. Why?

The Torah tells us that when Noach finally entered the ark for the journey

of salvation amidst the world's destruction he almost had to be forced.

"And Noach entered the ark because of the flood waters" (Genesis

7:7). Rashi explains that even Noach himself was considered one of

those with only modest faith. Noah did not enter the ark until the rains

fell and he realized that disaster was imminent.

The Week Ahead

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk

Candle Lighting and Shabbos 6.14pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 6.19pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 6.11pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 6.41pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 7.16pm
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Mazel Tov to the Rov & Rebbetzen on the occasion of the Bar
Mitzva of their grandson Zecharia, son of Mr & Mrs Nafti
Mosbacher, in Zurich this weekend.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs David Levine on the occasion of the birth
of a son. The Shalom Zochor takes place at 4 Mayfield Road.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs David Issler on the occasion of the
engagement of their son Pinny to Esther Dunner of London.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Jonny Berkovitz on the occasion of the
birth of a granddaughter, born to Mr & Mrs Chaim Beck.
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We wish to Mr Mark Duman on the Petirah of his Father.

The Shiva takes place until Tuesday at 15 Vine Street. Details of the
times of Davenning are on the noticewall.

There will be a kiddush this Shabbos which will take place in the
shiur rooms and is sponsored by Families Beck & Berkovitz.

This Sunday sees the first in a series of two shiurim on the subject
of Safrus by sofer Dovid Beneviste. Please see the back back for
further details.

The Rov’s chaburoh takes place on Wednesday at 9.30pm.

Rabbi Yehuda Pearlman’s weekly Parshas HaShavua shiur has
restarted on Thursday night at 9.30pm.

Details of all Shiurim taking place in Shul have been posted to the
noticewall.
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Kiddush This Shabbos

Safrus Shiur

Rov’s Chaburoh

Parshas HaShavua Shiur

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 6.03pm (Shabbos 5.58pm)

gp zyxt zay

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Late Maariv Minyan 8.00pm

Surely his failing was minute by our standards. After all, Noah was

handpicked by G-d Almighty to save and perpetuate civilization. Yet his

minor flaw is recorded. There must be a lesson for all of us in the Torah's

documentation of it.

Noach worked extremely hard to build the ark, but he could not

rehabilitate one soul. Perhaps the Torah tells us the reason why he was

unable to convince anyone to join him.

Noach himself would not enter the ark until the rains forced him in. He

did not run to the boat with a battle-cry of unshaken faith. For whatever

reason, perhaps he felt that G-d's compassion would ultimately

overcome His wrath: still, he did not show clear, unwavering belief that

the flood would come.

In order to bring Jews close to Torah, in order to build souls, one must

be steeped in the faith so powerfully that he need not be pushed into

British physician John Abernathy, in addition to being a renowned

surgeon and teacher in the late 18th Century, helped patients with

an array of emotional problems. He once related the story of a

patient who entered his clinic complaining of severe bouts of

melancholy and depression. It seems that the artisan lost faith in

his own abilities. He felt he was not living up to his normal

standard. He was beginning to fail at his life's work. After

examining him, Dr. Abernathy made a simple suggestion.

"Go see the famous comedian, Grimaldi. He is known to cheer

those who are depressed and he would do wonders for your

spirit. He will make you laugh and that would be better than any

drug I should prescribe."

The patient looked even glummer. "It won't help me," sighed the

despondent patient. "I am Grimaldi."
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1. What was the width of the ?

2. On what date did the start?

3. How many times did release a bird?

4. Which did offer to ‘ ?

5. What does the rainbow signify?

6. Name the 12th son of .

7. For how many years did live?

H. What will take place on every and ?
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his own ark of his own salvation. In addition to building it, he must

breathe it, live it and be totally committed to it.

One can build great arks, but unless the passion of his faith exudes from

his soul, it may never touch others. He may save himself and his family,

but no more.

My grandfather, zt"l, once told me that if a certain secular writer would

have seen the Chofetz Chaim, he could never have believed that man

evolved from a monkey. The Chofetz Chaim's radiance emanated a

spirit which thundered the sanctity of his very essence.

In order to promote true faith one must be unwavering in his own

commitment. Any lack thereof, albeit well intentioned, may get lost in a

large, doubting crowd. For without one's own sense of absolute faith

he will never lead others into his own ark d'triumph.

"These are the generations of Noach: Noach was a righteous man, he

was pure in his generation; Noach walked with G-d." [6:9]

As Rashi points out, the Torah's careful emphasis upon Noach having

been pure "in his generation" is the subject of a dispute in the Talmud

[Sanhedrin 108a]. Reish Lakish explains this in a very positive way -- that

Noach was righteous even though he lived in a very lowly generation,

and had Noach lived among other righteous individuals, he would have

been still greater. Rebbe Yochanon, however, casts this in a negative

light -- that Noach was righteous according to his generation, but had

he lived in a generation such as that of our forefather Abraham, he

would not have been considered anything special.

Rabbi Yosef Yoizel Horowitz asks: considering that the Torah is busy

complimenting Noach, why should we explain this as a negative? What

do we need this for? "He was a righteous man, and he walked with G-d.

But you should know, he wasn't really that great. I mean, considering his

generation he was terrific -- but if he'd lived in Abraham's generation?

Not Just Despite, but Because of! Rabbi Yaakov Menken (Torah.org)

Ach... nothing special!" It sounds like the original backhanded

compliment.

Rav Horowitz explains, however, that Rebbe Yochanon is telling us that

Noach was righteous _because_ of his generation. Noach reacted

when he saw the evil and immoral behavior around him, and he

perceived an obligation to rise above it. He strengthened himself and

resisted the path of his generation to the Nth degree, rising to become

pure and righteous. Had he lived in the generation of Abraham,

surrounded by Abraham and his followers, then that which inspired

him to become so great would not have existed, and he would have

never been so inspired.

When we see immorality around us, he concludes, this must motivate

us all the more to purity and righteous behavior! And if he said this one

hundred years ago, we can only imagine what he would say today...


