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If we were to count up all the verses in the Torah that describe the
construction of the Mishkan in minute detail, beginning with Parashas
Terumah and culminating with this week’s Torah portion, the number
would reach into the hundreds. Why does the Torah pay such
extraordinary attention to the construction of a building that existed
only in Biblical times and was eventually replaced by the Temple, which
was of totally different dimensions? What message does this
painstaking description convey to us today?

In order to find the answers we must go back to last week’s parashah.
As their contribution to the construction of the Mishkan, the Nesiim, the
tribal princes, offered to wait until the end and provide everything that
still remained to be done, a most magnanimous gesture. But was this
indeed a good offer?

Let us try to find a parallel in a contemporary setting. A philanthropist
comes to a major charitable organization or institute of Torah study and
offers to cover the annual deficit for the next ten years. No matter what
the shortfall, he will foot the bill. What would the reaction be? Wild
celebration! Ecstasy! The philanthropist would be hoisted onto the
shoulders of the administrators and fund-raisers, and they would
dance through the streets. A grand dinner would be arranged in his
honor, and he would be presented with a beautiful plaque.

This was also the offer of the Nesiim, and it would seem that it, too,
should have been greeted with appreciation and gratitude. But it was
not. The Torah castigates them subtly by omitting a letter from their
name (35:27). Our Sages point out that, although their intentions were
noble, they should not have postponed their contribution until the
very end. But the question remains: Where exactly did they err? What
was wrong with offering to guarantee that there would be no deficit?

The commentators explain that the Nesiim’s error was in bringing a
businesslike attitude to the construction of the Mishkan. From a very
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practical point of view, their offer was excellent. But Hashem did not ask
for contributions to the Mishkan because he needed help making ends
meet on the construction project. He wanted the people to contribute
their love, their passionate devotion, their enthusiasm, their excitement.
He wanted the Mishkan to be constructed of the outpourings of Jewish
hearts. The gold and silver of the donations were simply the conduits
by which these sentiments were infused into the structure of the
Mishkan. The Nesiim, however, took a cool, pragmatic attitude, and for
this lack of passion and irrepressible fervor, the Torah takes them to task.

In this light, we can understand why the Torah meticulously enumerates
each minute detail of the construction. Each little nugget of gold, each
little piece of embroidery represented another piece of a Jewish heart
aflame with devotion to our Creator, and as such, it is infinitely and
eternally precious.

A very wealthy man once came to the director of a large charitable
institution. “Rabbi,” he said, “my father just passed away, and in
his memory, I would like to cover your entire budget for the
coming year.”

The rabbi looked at him for a moment, then shook his head. “I will
accept a nice donation from you, but I cannot accept this offer.”

“But how can you refuse?” asked the wealthy man, completely
taken aback. “Don’t you have a responsibility to the poor families
who depend on you?”

“Let me explain. Every year, our fund-raisers travel to distant
towns and villages, collecting small contributions from hundreds,
even thousands of Jewish people. Hashem could undoubtedly
provide for our needs more easily, but He surely wants all these
good people to share in the mitzvah of giving charity. So you see, I
have a responsibility to these people, and I cannot deprive them
of this mitzvah.”
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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Raviv Dozetas on the birth of a daughter.

The second Shiur in a series of three by Rabbi Kupetz on the

subject of Megillas Esther takes place this Sunday night. The Shiur

takes place after the second Minyan for Maariv at 8.00pm.

Men’s Shiur

Shabbos Group

Kiddush

Rosh Chodesh Breakfast

A reminder that the Children’s Shabbos group takes place this

Shabbos.

Mr & Mrs Daniel Smith invite the Kehilla to a Kiddush this Shabbos

in appreciation to for Abi’s following her recent

surgery. The Kiddush takes place in the Shul Hall after Davenning.

The Rosh Chodesh breakfast takes place this Sunday following the

second Minyan for Shacharis.
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1. What was the weight of the gold donated for the

2. How did they produce gold thread?

3. Out of which materials was the made?

4. Which adjective is used to describe the ?

5. There was something else in the of the , not

mentioned by name. What was it?

6. Where was the placed in the ?

7. What was the purpose of the ?

H. How old was king when he died?
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In our own lives, we are often inspired to get involved with important
causes, but we might sometimes feel that what we can contribute,
either in time, talent or resources, is simply inadequate. How will the big
picture be affected, we ask ourselves, by the few dollars or hours we
can contribute? It seems to us like a drop in the ocean. Unfortunately,
such feelings may prevent us from participating to the full extent of our
capabilities. Let us remember the lesson of the Mishkan - that Hashem
does not seek our help, only our hearts. It is not how much we do that
is important, but how we do it. If we contribute with love, caring and
compassion, then even the smallest contribution assumes tremendous
proportions.

Ramban points out that the conclusion of the book of Shemot, with its
detailed recording of the construction and expenditures involved in
the completion of the Mishkan, places the Jewish people as a whole at
the level of spirituality that was present in the homes of our patriarchs
and matriarchs at the conclusion of the previous book of Bereshith.

Just as the spirit of the Lord hovered over the tents of our forbearers, so
now did it become recognizable and present amongst the nation of
Israel. Constructed for that purpose, the spirit of the Lord dwelled
within the Mishkan. There is an important message contained in this
observation.

This Jewish tradition teaches us that there are two places, so to speak,
where the Lord’s presence may be experienced and should be
cultivated. G-d’s glory fills the entire universe; He is omnipresent. But the
puny human being cannot encompass the entire universe in all of its
vastness and complexity. We need a personal G-d that we can relate to
somehow.

That G-d can be found according to Jewish tradition in two places in
our small and narrow world. One place is in our home, our family and
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our daily lives. The second place of G-dly encounter is in the house of
worship and study and Torah service. That is our substitute Mishkan
where the spirit of God hovers over those buildings and is recognizable
to us only if we are attuned and sensitive enough to experience it. These
two pillars of Jewish life have accompanied us on our long journey the
world – and through our history.

Both of these bastions of Jewish strength and vitality – the home and the
synagogue/study hall – the meeting places so to speak of Israel with its
G-d, are under siege and attack in today’s modern society. The home,
marriage, children and the sense of family has given way to relationships,
moving-in and out, later marriages, a large number of divorces and
spousal abuse, and the sacrifice of children and family on the altars of
career and hedonism.

Without strong Jewish families there cannot be a strong State of Israel or
a viable Jewish nation. Certainly intermarriage has eroded the concept
of Jewish family but even when this does not occur, the bonds of family
are frayed by television, the internet and the society generally.
Sometimes even well meaning gestures are counterproductive.

During my years as a rabbi in Miami Beach we always had many Shabat
guests and because of that, contact between us and our own young
children was pretty much eliminated. One Friday one of our younger
daughters said to my wife: “Mommy, are children also guests?” We got
the message and then made certain that one of the Shabat meals would
be exclusively with our children.

The synagogue also has lost much since it became the matter of the
whims and comfort of the attendees and no longer the House of G-d
where He is to be glimpsed and served according to His wishes as
expressed in Torah and halacha. I hope that the message of the Ramban
will certainly not be lost upon us.


