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T NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

Welcome to Volume 2

This week’s issue of “Ohr Yerushalayim News” marks the first
anniversary of our Shul newsletter.

Over the past year the mailing list for the newsletter has grown to
close on 100 addresses, with 50 copies distributed in Shul each
week.

We take this opportunity to thank all those who have contributed
ideas and content and look forward to volume 2.

A New Name?

One comment made over the past year concerns the name of
the newsletter and whether anyone could come up with
something better.

So to mark this anniversary, we are launching a competition open
to all readers to suggest a new name for the newsletter.

Please email suggestions to newsletter@ohryerushalayim.org.uk
and the winner will see their name (and that of the newsletter) in
print!

JRRC Appeal Reminder

Whilst we appreciate that in the current economic climate things
are tougher than before, we would like to remind members of the
recent appeal by Mr Alex Strom on behalf of the Jewish Rescue &
Relief Committee and ask for their support.

Donations can still be given either to the Rov or to Chizky, with
cheques or vouchers made payable to Jewish Rescue & Relief.
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Elevating Actions Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
This week, Moshe teaches us the laws of inheritance. He actually needs
Heavenly guidance to teach the laws, as he forgot them. And even though
inheritance focuses primarily on male transmission, the laws of inheritance
were actually taught because of the request of five women who brought
a legitimate complaint to Moshe. The Torah tells us: The daughters of
Tzelafchad, son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh,
of the family of Manasseh son of Joseph drew near -- and these are the
names of his daughters - Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah and
they stood before Moshe, before Elazar the Kohen, and before the
leaders and the entire assembly at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting,
saying "Our father died in the Wilderness, but he was not among the
assembly that was gathering against Hashem in the assembly of Korach,
but he died of his own sin; and he had no son. Why should the name of
our father be omitted from among his family because he had no son? Give
us a possession among our father's brothers. And Moshe brought their
claim close to Hashem. (Numbers 27:1-5)

Many commentators discuss the expression, And Moshe brought their
claim close before Hashem. Noting the fact that Moshe was unable to
answer on the spur of the moment, Rashi comments that this was payoack
of sorts for Moshe’s prior announcement (back in Parshas Yisro) to the
Children of Israel to bring the small matters to lower judges, while he
would adjudicate any difficult questions. In the case of Tzelafchad’s
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daughters’ query he was not able to answer on his own, rather he needed
aHeavenly consultation.

But the expression, and Moshe brousht their claim before Hashem, seems
to tell us more. It does not say, and Moshe asked Hashem what to do. In
fact, the Torah uses an expression vayakrev which means he brought
close. And in that vein, what does the Torah mean by saying that Moshe
brought their claim close to Hashem.

After the passing of the previous Satmar Rebbe, Rablbi Yoel Teitletbaum, his
successor the Sigeter Rebbe, came to Monsey to pay his respects to my
revered grandfather, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, of blessed memory, who
at the time was the oldest Rosh Yeshiva of the Lithuanian Yeshiva world.
Along with the rebbe came a significant group of his Chassidim who clung
to the newly appointed seer, and were very curious to experience this first
encounter between the Chassidic leader and the renowned Lithuanian
sage.

The Chassidim piled into the house and began pushing to the front of the
table My grandfather, who was accustom to orderly conduct, asked that
the Chassidim be seated as well. He mentioned that there were folding
chairs in his basement.

One by one, each of the Chasidim brought up a chair from the basement,
unfolded it, and sat down. After watching this scene repeat itself, Rav
Yaakov could not contain himself.

When somebody carries a chair from the basement and then sits on it, all
he is is a shlepper. But if each of you would bring a chair for someone else,
then you become elevated. Instead of shleppers you become ba'alei
chessed, kindhearted men who are helping each other! With aimost the
same action, you are transformed from chair-haulers into holy people who
sweat on behalf of their friend! Let us bring our actions away from
ourselves and closer to Hashem!

One of the greatest attributes of a spiritual leader is to view the actions of

The Week Ahead

onY’s NV nav

Candle Lighting From 7.50pm to 7.55pm
Mincha 7.30pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

w7 [PT 9I0 9.03am

Mincha 1st / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm /9.42pm

Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 10.12pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 10.47pm

Sunday 1%/ 2™ Minyan 7.20am / 8.20am
Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday ~ 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm

Shabbos Next Week 7.30pm (Candle Lighting 7.50 - 7.55pm)

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk



his flock in a holy light. Rav Nachum Yisrael of Lipna explains that Moshe did
not view the daushters of Tzelafchad’s request as one of mere monetary
or territorial request. Instead, he viewed it as a spiritual one. Thus, he
brought their claim close to Hashem. Moshe took their actions not as
selfish real estate related desires, but rather as a spiritual quest to have their
father’s inheritance perpetuated throush a share in the Holy Land.

And none other than Hashem Himself confirmed his assumption! Hashem
confirms the claim, The daughters of Tzelafchad'’s speak properly (ioid v.
.

The true sign of a Torah leader is to either see the spirituality in the actions
of his flock, or to make the minor adjustments that will ensure that
otherwise mundane actions become holy ones.

Much Louder Than Words Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)
And behold! A man of the Children of Israel came and brought the
Midianite woman near to his brothers before the eyes of Moshe and
before the entire assembly of the Children of Israel; and they were
weeping at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. Pinchas, son of Elazar son
of Aaron the Kohen stood up from amid the assembly and he took a spear
in his hand. He followed the Israelite man into the tent and pierced them
both, the Israelite man and the woman into her stomach- and the plague
was halted from upon the Children of Israel. Those who died in the plague
were twenty- four thousand. HASHEM spoke to Moshe saying, “Pinchas
son of Elazar son of Aaron the Kohen turned back My wrath from upon the
Children of Israel, when he zealously avenged My vengeance among
them, so | did not consume the Children of Israel with My vengeance.”
(Bamidbar 2:6-11)

Why is the story of the heroism of Pinchas broken into two (Parshios)
parts? Firstly we have the narrative of what happened. Secondly Pinchas is
credited with having halted the plague. He is then awarded the “Peace
Prize” and Kehuna. Why is the account of his action and the “award
ceremony” treated separately?

The Ben Ish Chai told the following parable: A man went on a walk in the
jungle. He was casually strolling along when he noticed that a lion was
stalking him. The man sensed that the ferocious beast was ready to
pounce on him. His heart fell into his stomach. He had no gun or other
weapon. All he had was a walking stick. In desperation he raised the
feeble walking stick he had in his hand and pointed it as a gun with the
hope that it might scare the lion away. In the meanwhile, and
unbeknownst to the man a hunter was behind him in a tree poised with a
real rifle. The lion drew closer to the man with the stick. He took aim as if he
was holding an authentic weapon. Seeing the situation worsening on the
ground the man in the tree took real action and shot the approaching lion
in his heart. When the man on the ground observed the lion lying dead
before him he immediately looked at his stick, unable to explain the
phenomena in any other way and besgan to give credit to his trustworthy
loaded walking- stick.

He foolishly bragged aloud that he knew all the time that the stick was
loaded and it was capable of functioning as a real gun. Just then the hunter
descended from the tree and confronted him, “Silly, man do you really
believe that your simple walking-stick can fire a bullet capable of stopping
a charging lion? It's only a stick. Don’t delude yourself any longer. It was my
rifle that let fly the fatal bullet that spared your life and it happened just at
that moment that you were pointing the stick!”

Here’s a similar and true story. Maybe it's not nice to play a practical joke
but | couldn’t resist and plus the Doctor has a great sense of humor. We
laugh out loud years later whenever it's mentioned. We bumped into each
other at a huge weddling and briefly said hello. When it was time to leave |
was walking down the darkened back streets with my son to our car
whichwas parked a good distance away from the hall.

There was the good Doctor approaching his car too which happened to
be parked right in front of my car. We were a short distance behind him
and | noticed that when he pressed the mechanism on his key chain, the
lock of his car flashed on. | decided to click my automatic key and so my
car lights and locks flashed at the same time. | hunkered down with my son
and we noticed how the Doctor looked curiously at the phenomena. He
blinked his key again and so did |. He was amazed to find that his key was
turning on and off the car behind him. He looked on in wonderment his

head turning back and forth over and over again as his key seemed to be
able to open and close both cars. We laughed together with tears when
we finally revealed ourselves and our little game.

All we know from the first account is that a plague was ravasging the
Children of Israel and a brazen act of impudence was on display. People
were crying and discussing what to do. Only Pinchas took real action.
Suddenly the plague stops. There’s room then for some to be deceived
into thinking that the crying, complaining, and finger pointing saved the
day. Therefore the record is set straight. There can be no room for
ambiguity. What Pinchas did was much louder than words.

GPS: Global Positioning Systems Jon Erlbaum (Torah.org)
Is it fair that my Wife has a GPS in her car and | don’t, when she has the
street sawy of a bloodhound and | have the navigational know-how of
Mr. Magoo?

GPS TAKE I: Notwithstanding the seeming injustice of it all, when I'm in my
Wife's car and happen to find myself in a deeper mood, my glances at the
GPS conjure up the following saying from our Sages: “Consider three
things and you will not come into the grip of transgression: know what is
above you — a watchful Eye, an attentive Ear, and all your deeds are
recorded in a Book”. ‘A watchful eye” from “above”: is there anything
better to bring this concept home for us than the GPS? Think about it: in
order for a GPS to get us where we're goins, Earth orbit satellites are used
to pinpoint our current whereabouts, tracking our every move from
“Outer Space”. Talk about a watchful Eye from the Heavens! While other
forms of technology provide us with insights into the “attentive Ear” and
“recorded deeds”, the GPS lends us a tangible analogy for the “watchful
Eye”, vividly illustrating the fact that our every step can be observed from
“above”.

GPS TAKE II: A Rabbi that my Wife and | know first encountered a GPS from
a passenser seat and curiously made the following request of the driver:
“Do me a favor: don'tlisten to it!” “What?” “If it tells you to go one way, go
the other way”. And so the driver did! Our Rabbi fixed his eyes on the
GPS, eagerly awaiting the reaction of this authoritative apparatus:
“Recalculating” was its humble response. “What a tremendous lesson!” he
mused. “When we went the wrong way, it didn’t yell and scream and call
us morons. It simply adapted to a new approach and incorporated our
misstep into a new means of reaching our destination. We human beings
also play the roles of Global Positioners, entrusted to navigate our
children, students, and employees through their individual paths in life. We
should learn from the GPS to respond with equanimity when they make
wrong turmns — to go with the flow and readjust our originally
recommended routes, calmly continuing to assist them in reaching their
destinations.”

Brainteacers
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The water mixed with the ashes of the nnitx n1o when sprinkled
on a nn xno gives him the ability to go to the mikva but does not
make him qno yet. Anybody preparing this water mix or handling
it unnecessarily becomes xno.

From the fact that he was around the same age as his ass, he
would seem to be young, however the midrash makes him at
least 140 years old
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