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daughters’ query he was not able to answer on his own, rather he needed 
a Heavenly consultation.
But the expression, and Moshe brought their claim before Hashem, seems 
to tell us more. It does not say, and Moshe asked Hashem what to do. In 
fact, the Torah uses an expression vayakrev which means he brought 
close. And in that vein, what does the Torah mean by saying that Moshe 
brought their claim close to Hashem.

One of the greatest attributes of a spiritual leader is to view the actions of 

Welcome to Volume 2

A New Name?

JRRC Appeal Reminder

This week’s issue of “Ohr Yerushalayim News” marks the first 
anniversary of our Shul newsletter.
Over the past year the mailing list for the newsletter has grown to 
close on 100 addresses, with 50 copies distributed in Shul each 
week.
We take this opportunity to thank all those who have contributed 
ideas and content and look forward to volume 2.

One comment made over the past year concerns the name of 
the newsletter and whether anyone could come up with 
something better.
So to mark this anniversary, we are launching a competition open 
to all readers to suggest a new name for the newsletter.
Please email suggestions to  
and the winner will see their name (and that of the newsletter) in 
print!

Whilst we appreciate that in the current economic climate things 
are tougher than before, we would like to remind members of the 
recent appeal by Mr Alex Strom on behalf of the Jewish Rescue & 
Relief Committee and ask for their support.
Donations can still be given either to the Rov or to Chizky, with 
cheques or vouchers made payable to Jewish Rescue & Relief.
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his flock in a holy light. Rav Nachum Yisrael of Lipna explains that Moshe did 
not view the daughters of Tzelafchad’s request as one of mere monetary 
or territorial request. Instead, he viewed it as a spiritual one. Thus, he 
brought their claim close to Hashem. Moshe took their actions not as 
selfish real estate related desires, but rather as a spiritual quest to have their 
father’s inheritance perpetuated through a share in the Holy Land.
And none other than Hashem Himself confirmed his assumption! Hashem 
confirms the claim, The daughters of Tzelafchad’s speak properly (ibid v. 
7).
The true sign of a Torah leader is to either see the spirituality in the actions 
of his flock, or to make the minor adjustments that will ensure that 
otherwise mundane actions become holy ones. 

      
And behold! A man of the Children of Israel came and brought the 
Midianite woman near to his brothers before the eyes of Moshe and 
before the entire assembly of the Children of Israel; and they were 
weeping at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. Pinchas, son of Elazar son 
of Aaron the Kohen stood up from amid the assembly and he took a spear 
in his hand. He followed the Israelite man into the tent and pierced them 
both, the Israelite man and the woman into her stomach- and the plague 
was halted from upon the Children of Israel. Those who died in the plague 
were twenty- four thousand. HASHEM spoke to Moshe saying, “Pinchas 
son of Elazar son of Aaron the Kohen turned back My wrath from upon the 
Children of Israel, when he zealously avenged My vengeance among 
them, so I did not consume the Children of Israel with My vengeance.” 
(Bamidbar 2:6-11)
Why is the story of the heroism of Pinchas broken into two (Parshios) 
parts? Firstly we have the narrative of what happened. Secondly Pinchas is 
credited with having halted the plague. He is then awarded the “Peace 
Prize” and Kehuna. Why is the account of his action and the “award 
ceremony” treated separately?
The Ben Ish Chai told the following parable: A man went on a walk in the 
jungle. He was casually strolling along when he noticed that a lion was 
stalking him. The man sensed that the ferocious beast was ready to 
pounce on him. His heart fell into his stomach. He had no gun or other 
weapon. All he had was a walking stick. In desperation he raised the 
feeble walking stick he had in his hand and pointed it as a gun with the 
hope that it might scare the lion away. In the meanwhile, and 
unbeknownst to the man a hunter was behind him in a tree poised with a 
real rifle. The lion drew closer to the man with the stick. He took aim as if he 
was holding an authentic weapon. Seeing the situation worsening on the 
ground the man in the tree took real action and shot the approaching lion 
in his heart. When the man on the ground observed the lion lying dead 
before him he immediately looked at his stick, unable to explain the 
phenomena in any other way and began to give credit to his trustworthy 
loaded walking- stick.
He foolishly bragged aloud that he knew all the time that the stick was 
loaded and it was capable of functioning as a real gun. Just then the hunter 
descended from the tree and confronted him, “Silly, man do you really 
believe that your simple walking-stick can fire a bullet capable of stopping 
a charging lion? It’s only a stick. Don’t delude yourself any longer. It was my 
rifle that let fly the fatal bullet that spared your life and it happened just at 
that moment that you were pointing the stick!”
Here’s a similar and true story. Maybe it’s not nice to play a practical joke 
but I couldn’t resist and plus the Doctor has a great sense of humor. We 
laugh out loud years later whenever it’s mentioned. We bumped into each 
other at a huge wedding and briefly said hello. When it was time to leave I 
was walking down the darkened back streets with my son to our car 
which was parked a good distance away from the hall.
There was the good Doctor approaching his car too which happened to 
be parked right in front of my car. We were a short distance behind him 
and I noticed that when he pressed the mechanism on his key chain, the 
lock of his car flashed on. I decided to click my automatic key and so my 
car lights and locks flashed at the same time. I hunkered down with my son 
and we noticed how the Doctor looked curiously at the phenomena. He 
blinked his key again and so did I. He was amazed to find that his key was 
turning on and off the car behind him. He looked on in wonderment his 

Much Louder Than Words                  

head turning back and forth over and over again as his key seemed to be 
able to open and close both cars. We laughed together with tears when 
we finally revealed ourselves and our little game.
All we know from the first account is that a plague was ravaging the 
Children of Israel and a brazen act of impudence was on display. People 
were crying and discussing what to do. Only Pinchas took real action. 
Suddenly the plague stops. There’s room then for some to be deceived 
into thinking that the crying, complaining, and finger pointing saved the 
day. Therefore the record is set straight. There can be no room for 
ambiguity. What Pinchas did was much louder than words. 

                                    GPS: Global Positioning Systems

Here is this week's brainteaser based on the 
sedra:

Which word in the Sedra is like these?

Last Week’s Answer:
Answer Next Week ...

1. Explain the meaning of “It makes pure the impure, 
and makes impure the pure”

2. Was Bil’om old or young?

The water mixed with the ashes of the  when sprinkled 
on a  gives him the ability to go to the mikva but does not 
make him  yet. Anybody preparing this water mix or handling 
it unnecessarily becomes 

From the fact that he was around the same age as his ass, he 
would seem to be young, however the midrash makes him at 
least 140 years old
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