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Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on the occasion of the birth
of a granddaugher, born to Rabbi & Mrs Amir Elituv.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Bernard Levey on the boris of their grandson
in Israel..
Halachos of the Three Weeks

The Rov will be giving a Shiur on the Halachos of the three weeks
on 1NN WY nyaw, 45 minutes before Mincha and Maariv. The
Shiur will take place is at 8.15pm.

JRRC Donations

A reminder that donations to the JRRC following Mr Alex Strom’s
appeal last Shabbos can be handed to Avi Stern.

THNEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LA

Tying Generations Together Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

The Torah records for us the genealogy of Pinchas, the true and justified
zealot of Jewish history. There are many reasons advanced as to why
the Torah felt impelled to tell us of the names of his father and
grandfather. Many commentators saw in this an explanation to justify
Pinchas’ behavior while others emphasized that it was an explanation
for Pinchas’ reward and God granting him the blessing of peace.

But aside from these insights there is another more general message that
the Torah is recording for us. And that is that a person’s behavior affects
all of one’s family members, even those of previous generations who
may no longer be currently numbered among the living.

A great act of sanctification of God’s name such as the one performed
by Pinchas enhances the reputations and stature of previous
generations as well My rebbe in the yeshiva summed this lesson up in
his usual concise and pithy manner: “If both your grandparents and
your grandchildren are proud of you and your achievements then you
are probably alright in Heaven’s judgment as well.”

Our idea of immortality is based upon generations of our families, both
previous generations and later ones. We find vindication of our lives
and efforts in the accomplishments of those that come after us and
continue our values and faith. We cannot control what children and
grandchildren will do, whom they will marry and what type of life they
will lead. But innately, we feel that we have a connection to the
development of their lives and the actions that they will take.

The Torah emphasizes for us that Pinchas’ zealotry did not come to him
in a vacuum. The Torah allows everyone freedom of will and behavior.
Neither good behavior nor evil behavior is ever predestined. Yet as
medicine has shown us, in the physical world there is an element of
physical predestination in our DNA. And this DNA affects our moral
behavioras well.

Judaism always envisioned itself not only as a universal faith but as a
particular family as well. In our daily prayer service we constantly recall
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1.15am
7.00am
Shiur on Halachos of the 3 Weeks 8.15pm

Ta’anis Starts
Shacharis

Mincha & Maariv
Ta’anis Ends

9.00pm
10.25pm

who our founding ancestors were. We name our children in memory
of those who have preceded us. We extol a sense of family and a
loyalty to the values that our families represent.

One of the most destructive trends in modern society has been the
erosion of the sense of family in the world and amonsgst Jews
particularly. Assimilation means abandoning family and abandoning
family certainly contributes to intensified assimilation and loss of Jewish
feelings and identity. It is ironic that in a time such as now when most
children can be privileged to know grandparents and even great
grandparents the relationship between generations in many Jewish
families is frayed and weak.

Pinchas comes therefore to reinforce this concept of tying generations
— past, present and future — together. It is imperative for us to know
Pinchas’ genealogy for otherwise we have no clue as to who Pinchas
was and why he behaved as he did in those given circumstances.

Hidden Yet Loving - Mourning the Destruction
Rabbi Yehudah Prero (Torah.org)

The Fast of the 17th of Tamuz, which commemorates the beginning of
the destruction of the Temple, besins the three weeks of mourning

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.30pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos Between 7.50pm and 7.55pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

wi7 0T 910 9.06am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm / 9.35pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 10.05pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 10.40pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 7.170am

Tuesday Tmna wy nyaw 7.00am

Mincha & Maariv ioma wy nvaw  9.00pm

Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.30pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  7.30pm (Shabbos 9.07pm)
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1. Wasn’t on2o already a [nd before he killed mnT?

2. Why is "wX na nnw mentioned here?

3. Why are we told that T20r was born in pxn?

4. What kind of leader did nwn ask 'n to appoint for
the people?

5. Which type of wine must be poured on to the
narn”?

6. What do we learn from the famous “n'78>"?

7. Why is the 8th day of nidIo called naxy”?

H. Which miracles did 'n show X210 n'78 on'ro n?

over the Temple and our exile. These three weeks end with the Fast of
the 9th of Av.

The Talmud (Ta'anis 29a) tells us that "just as from when the month of
Av enters, we minimize our happiness, so too from when the month
of Adar enters [Purim comes on 14 Adar], we increase our
happiness." (See 11:28 for more on this principle.)

Generally, when the Talmud makes a "just as . . . so too . . .
comparison, it is suggesting that there is a common denominator
between the objects of comparison. It is this common denominator
that causes the results being compared. Consequently, the Gemora
is telling us that whatever it is that causes us to mourn in Ay, it too
causes us to rejoice in Adar. This comparison is perplexing. How can
it be that one underlying factor causes us to act in accordance with
two opposing emotional extremes?

In his explanation of Megillas Esther, the Vilna Gaon pinpoints the
unigueness of the miracle of Purim. There were two elements to the
story of Purim that caused the salvation of the Jews to be
characterized as super-miraculous. The salvation occurred in a time
when the Jewish people were in exile.

The First Temple had been destroyed, and the nation was at a low
point in its history. The astonishing spectacles seen in the Temple
were gone and G-d's presence was not openly seen. In addition, the
salvation did not come about through some fantastic supernatural
display of G-d's power. The earth did not open and swallow Haman
and his henchmen. Rather, the salvation came about through what
appeared to the undiscerning eye as a series of political events, the
making of history books. People both rise and fall in power, and this
process is normal and accepted. The rapid decline of a once hailed
and revered official is not what most people would term miraculous.

What makes the miracle of Purim so special is that it proves that G-d is
always with us. Even when we were in exile, when we presumed G-
d was angry with us, when we thought G-d was not with us, G-d
saved us. Not only did He save us during this time when we thought
He was hidden from us, but He saved us in a way that was hidden as
well.

The miracle was not readily apparent, and the nation had to
appreciate this clandestine salvation. It was because the nation
indeed appreciated the hiddenness that they came to recognize
how much G-d loved them. (See I: 66 for more on this idea.) This
resulted in a stronger bond of love between the nation and G-d. This
was the miracle of Purim.

What is the factor that causes us to mournin Av and rejoice in Adar? In
Av, we were sentinto the exile in which we languish until this very day.
The Holy Temple, the holiest place in the entire world, was
destroyed. We were dispersed throughout the world, and we
suffered often throughout the ages. G-d, during Av, hid Himself from
us.

We were no longer privy to open displays of His holiness. We no

longer saw G-d out in the open. It is this very hiddenness that causes us
to mourn in Av that causes us to celebrate in Adar! In Adar we saw that
G-d was with us though we thousht He was hidden from us. We
celebrate this revelation with great joy, as this revelation brought us even
closerto G-d.

When Av enters, we decrease our joy because it is the start of period
when G-d was hidden from us. We rejoice in Adar because then we
realized that this very hiddenness does not mean that G-d does not love
us, and that G-d still cares for us greatly, even while hidden. We rejoice in
Adar because we recognized that punishment does not mean
abandonment. We acknowledsged that G-d may have to punish us, but
the punishment is out of love, not out of spite nor hatred. Although we
mourn in Av because we were punished, we rejoice in Adar because
we saw that G-d is indeed nearby.

In the Gemora (Yoma 54b) we find that when our enemies entered the
Sanctuary of the Temple, they found that the cherubs, k'ruvim, which
were on top of the Holy Ark, were embracing.

The Ritva, a commentator, questions how this could be. Our Sages have
taught us that when the nation of Israel was not doing the will of G-d, the
cherubs faced the Temple, not each other. At the time of the destruction,
presumably the Jews were not in favor with G-d, and therefore the
cherubs should not have been facing each other!

We can explain the answer once we understand why the cherubs
embraced each other when the nation obeyed G-d. The performance
of G-d's command was not why the cherubbs embraced. Rather, when
the nation obeyed the command of G-d, it caused the love between the
people and G-dtoincrease.

The nation was happy to do that which their Father in Heaven requested.
This love between the nation and G-d was reflected in the cherubs. The
Gemora tells us that (54a) when the nation used to come to Jerusalem
for the pilgrimage festivals, the nation was shown the cherubs in an
embrace and told "See your love before G-d." The cherubs indicated
when there was strong love between G-d and the nation.

As we saw at the time of Purim, G-d is with us even when He is punishing
us. Although we may deserve to be punished, the punishment comes
out of love. At the time of the destruction, the nation was entering exile.
They were entering mourning. G-d was hiding himself. Yet, G-d was truly
still with them. His love for the nation was strong and unwavering.
Therefore, the cherubs embraced.

<
o
©
\Y,
N
o
>
©
<
v
©
o

ot
mm
LAl

R
-
scH

LA
nnEws
MR |

1
N3
Lutk

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk



