
Succession planning... Mark Duman

The parsha of Pinchos, despite its title, contain only three posukim

which focus on the reward for his actions outlined out in last week's

parsha: namely, the kehuna - his new inheritance. Following the

counting and naming of the tribes, with the Levites following suit, we

come to the broader laws of inheritance.

Moshe Rabbeinu prompted, Rashi suggests, by all this talk of

inheritance and by being shown the land he will still not be able to

enter, turns his mind to identifying a successor who can look after 'his'

people. An amazingly selfless act given he's just been told he's

about to die!

Like our Avos, Kingship, the Kehuna and indeed (most) Chassidic

dynasties , one would assume that the leadership role would have
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.30pm
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automatically fallen to one of Moshe's sons. Indeed according to the

Tiferes Tzion on Bamidbar Rabba Moshe davened for this to happen.

(Dikduk experts can review the Maskil L'David which provides a riah

from the actual loshon Moshe uses.)

But Hashem, states Rashi, had other plans: “Lo choch alsa

bimachashovo lifonai; this is not what had entered My mind.”

Moshe thus davens for Hashem to assist him in selecting a leader.

Within his short tefillah we gain an insight into a number of key traits for

Jewish leaders:

G-d of the spirits – Hashem knows the true and unique personality

of every individual; so too, please appoint a leader who can

understand and relate to every person as an individual

Who shall go out before them – shall lead the people in battle

(Rashi) and set an example, both in public and private, for people to

emulate (R SR Hirsch)

And come in before them – who will daven for and on behalf of the

people

Who shall take them out - on the basis of his good deeds and his

positive influence

And who shall bring them in – again through his merits or alternatively

will take them into the land (unlike Moshe) (Rashi)

Let the assembly of Hashem not be like sheep who do not have a

shepherd for them – the potentially superfluous 'for them', according

to R Yaacov the Maggid of Vilna, illustrates a shepherd who cares for

his sheep not because that is his job, his parnosso i.e. for himself, but

someone who cares about the very flock itself.

So whom would take the mantle of leadership? One might have

thought given its 'his' parsha and he's shown himself capable of

leading, that Pinchos would be selected. But this man of zeal had

received the kehuna as reward, and as the Midrash states, shares his

soul with Elihayu HaNovi so he has others things to do! Moshe's sons,

albeit great in Torah knowledge –a prerequisite of course - don't
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Welcome to Volume 5

JRRC Appeal

Welcome to the fifth year of

newsletters.

A final reminder to members that donations to the JRRC

appeal by Mr Alex Strom can be given to Frenchie.

Ohr Yerushalayim weekly

Please note that instead of the Rov’s regular Mishnayos Shiur

between Mincha and Maariv on Shabbos, this week the Rov

will be giving part two of his Shiur on the Halachos of the 9

days.

The Shabbos Mevorchin Kiddush this Shabbos is sponsored

by Dr Brian Benatar on the occasion of the Yahrzeit of his

Father -

We invite all ladies to an evening of insight and inspiration -

“Rebuilding Relationships”, improving relationships with our

friends, our families and ourselves.

A panel discussion with Rebetzen Cohen, Mrs Cathy

Stammler and Rebetzen Deborah Guttentag. Taking place on

Sunday at 8.15pm in the Shul hall.

For the next three weeks, the time of the second Minyan for

Maariv during the week will be five minutes later than

previously published.

The Daf HaYomi Shiur will be holding a Siyum HaShas in the

Shul on Wednesday 1st August. For further details please

contact Rabbi YCD Cohen or Frenchie.

Change to Mishnayos Shiur This Shabbos

Kiddush This Shabbos

Ladies Panel Event

Later Second Maariv

Daf HaYomi Siyum HaShas
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Parsha Wordsearch
quite beat the winner: Yehoshua bin Nun.

Why? Not just because he's learned. But because 'ha'lomed al minas

la'asos' - he learned in order to do (Pirkei Avos 4:6). He tidied away

seforim (thanks Avi!). As stated in Ki Sisa (23:11) he waited upon his

Rebbe, watching every move, detecting every nuance: “His servant,

Joshua son of Nun, a lad, would not depart from within his tent.”

That's why shimush (observation) stills plays a key role in semicha until

today.

Hashem instructs Moshe in verse 18: “Kach lecha; take to yourself”,

“ish asher ruach bo: a man in whom there is spirit” and “visomchto es

yodcho olov: lay your hands on him”.

The 'lecha' indicates something for yourself. But what benefit did

Moshe get here? According to the Maharik, here it refers to Moshe's

familiarity with Yeshoshua's ability to do the task. The security of know

you've got the right candidate is something all employers yearn for.

All of us possess ruach; it's the spiritual and moral force present in

every human. So why mention it here? In addition to confirming to

Moshe's first request, R Hirsch says Hashem wanted to emphasise that

Yehoshua had an extra dose of 'perception and volition'. He has

deeper insights and a stronger sense of 'purposive striving' than

others. Again, key traits for any leader.

Albeit we no longer do the 'laying off hands', this is the origin of

Rabbinical semicha. Moshe (according to the Ramban not now but

on the day of his death) places both hands onto Yehoshua to pass on

some of his wisdom. The Abarbanel states that Hashem requested

this method of transfer rather than giving the wisdom directly to

Yehoshua as a public demonstration that he was indeed Moshe's

chosen successor. Indeed Yehoshua was also asked to lead to show

that Moshe fully supported the succession. Future detractors could

not claim Yehoshua did not have Moshe's full blessing.

We see that Judaism is not a democracy much as that may be

'politically correct'. Instead it combines theocracy with meritocracy.

We therefore choose leaders – or perhaps more accurately leaders

are chosen – by their connection to Hashem, His Torah and their

good deeds. And not by their wealth, their professional status, nor

their oratory skills. We choose leaders because of their concern for

each and every person. We choose them, because they choose us

over themselves.

Hopefully, a valuable lesson when we come to choose leaders...

And behold! A man of the Children of Israel came and brought the

Midianite woman near to his brothers before the eyes of Moshe and

before the entire assembly of the Children of Israel; and they were

weeping at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. Pinchas, son of Elazar

son of Aaron the Kohen stood up from amid the assembly and he

took a spear in his hand. He followed the Israelite man into the tent

and pierced them both, the Israelite man and the woman into her

stomach- and the plague was halted from upon the Children of Israel.

Those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand. HASHEM

spoke to Moshe saying, “Pinchas son of Elazar son of Aaron the

Kohen turned back My wrath from upon the Children of Israel, when

he zealously avenged My vengeance among them, so I did not

consume the Children of Israel with My vengeance.” Therefore say,

“Behold I am giving to him My covenant of peace! (Pinchus 25:6-13)

What did Pinchas do to make himself worthy of a “peace prize”? This

was certainly not an act that had any overt gestures of what we

would consider peaceful. Just the opposite is true! It was violent and

cruel to the untutored eye. What’s the meaning of his heavenly

award?

Let us approach this “crime scene” like forensic scientists and with

benefit 20/20 hindsight, deconstruct the incident to discover what

happened. I believe we may be missing an important piece of

peace! It’s a little bit of a dirty word in the world of relative values and

Healing Wonders Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

where the only absolute is that there is no absolute, but it’s worth

mentioning here because it may the most important part of the

puzzle. That explosive word is “truth”- yes “TRUTH”! There I said it!

Pinchas exposed a serious point of truth while all around confusion

prevailed. Certain sacred boundaries were crossed and blurred.

Nobody knew quite what to do about it! A plague was afoot. The

congregation was consumed in a cloud of chaos. Pinchas surgically

exposed that truth – no puns intended- he lanced the boil and

peace triumphed. Rabbi Samson, Raphael Hirsch ztl. wrote that

peace is a descendant of truth and not the other way around. That

might just be the hidden factor of peace- the obvious truth- the pink

elephant in the middle of the room that nobody wants to talk about!

There’s a story about a Baal Teshuvah- a returnee to Torah life who

was living in Israel. He had accepted upon himself the full and

complete lifestyle and was experiencing the fullness of community

life. He had one issue though. He wanted badly to go gain the extra

purity associated with going to a Mikvah like many others and yet he

was prevented from doing so, not by anyone else but rather by

himself. You see, he had a tattoo on his arm, but not just a tattoo but a

nasty image. It didn’t say “MOM”. So he was ultra-concerned that

nobody should find out about this ugly reminder of his past. Looking

at him nobody would or could ever suspect that he bore this

grotesque image on his arm.

As Rosh HaShana approached wanted badly to visit the Mikvah and

so he began to strategize and scout out how it might safely be done

without his secret becoming exposed. He figured out the optimal

time when the Mikvah would be least crowded and how he would

be able walk along a wall from the shower to the pool with a towel

and walk back albeit awkwardly but with no one being the wiser.

The great day came and the room was a little busier than he planned

and so he nervously hurried along a little faster than he should have

given the amount of soap and water on the floor. Then his feet when

flying and his towel too that covered as his arm because he needed

that hand to break his fall. The busy and bustling room was stricken

silent. In that sudden quiet he understood that his darkest secret was

exposed and there was no way to put the genie back in the bottle.

He was humiliated beyond belief. Nothing anyone could say or do

could possibly remedy his pathetic situation. Then hobbling along

came an elderly Jew who while helping him gently off the floor

pointed to the numbers etched on his arm and declared

empathically, “This was my gehinom (hell)! Most probably that was

your gehinom! Let us go into the Mikvah together!

We see that when even the most brutal truth is shockingly revealed,

peace can begin to work its healing wonders.

Points in Halacha

Introduction To The Amida (Part 2)
4. Facing towards the east enables us to direct our minds

and thoughts, to imagine that we are standing before

the Divine presence in the holy of holies in the Beis

HaMikdosh.

5. Our prayers should be said with concentration, in a

spirit of humility and begging as a poor man whose

needs are many and requests mercy from the King of

Kings.

6. One must be aware that no being, human or angelic, is

able to fulfil our requests other than the Devine will of

HaKadosh Boruch Hu and it is to Him alone that we

direct our prayers.

hŠi`l gqt mdxa` ˆx oa lŠf jepg dilcb ˆx znyp ielrl
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