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Ohr Yerushalayim News

T NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'
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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Shimon Santhouse on the birth of a baby
boy. Everyone is invited to a Sholom Zochor at 4 Hardman
Avenue.

Guest Speakers Over nlwn UK

We are now pleased to confirm our guest speakers over WX
MWN. Rabbi M Steinberg will give a shiur on 1st day Yom Tov and
Rabbi Y'Y Rubinstein will give a shiur on 2nd day.

Pre-Yom Kippur Shiur

A reminder that Rabbi Angel will be giving a shiur on Wednesday
23rd September on the topic of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah’

A Final Note For The Year

The editor would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a
NI0 AN NN and ask n'7’nn for any offence caused or

omissions from the newsletter.

T NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'

Holy Smokes! Rablol Mordechii Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Every Holiday has its particular observances. Most of them are clear
and finite mitzvos and rituals. On Pesach we abstain from eating
chametz. We make a Seder, drink the four cups of wine and eat
matzoh. On Sukkos we take the lulav and esrog and sit in the Sukkah. But
the period of the High Holidays is different. In addition to the rituals
performed on Rosh Hashanah, the blowing of the shofar and the
various customs of eating certain fruits, the ensuing days are replete
with a variety of nuances, that seem to pop up at different hours of the
day and affect us some subtly and others more overtly at varying times
of the day. Morning, noon and night there are activities that keep the
spirit of the holidays sustained — all the way to Yom Kippur and beyond.

Walk into the synagogue. It looks different. It is bedecked in white. The
bima. The ark. The Torahs. The alarm clock rings at least a half hour earlier
for slichos -- addlitional supplications. And that is not enough. The daily
weekday prayers have insertions and acts that constantly remind us of
the days of awe. Smack in the middle of the prayers, even before the
shema, we open the Aron to say a verse of Psalms. The Shemoneh Esrei
itself contains insertions and substitutions that refer to Hashem as King
as opposed to His usual title G-d; forgetting certain of these changes
can render the entire recitation of the prayer invalid! And, of course
there are insertions in the tefilah that remind us about G-d’s power as a
Judse and Purveyor of life. The Kadish is altered with seemingly subtle
amendments that bear the weight of fundamental change.

Our foods are different as well. We abstain from tart and sour
substances, replacing acidic foods with sweet ones. Those of us who
are less stringent with eating bread baked by gentiles during the rest of
the year are told that they should only eat bread baked by Jewish
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bakers. And though | can understand the reasons for these insertions
and nuances, | often wondered: What is the objective of these
insertions? Will they change our attitude toward life. Will they
accomplish more than the prayers and tears and the shofar blasts of
Rosh Hashanah and fasting and praying all day on Yom Kippur?

In the mid 1920s a chasid once approached the Imrei Emes, Raobi
Avraham Mordechai Alter of Ger: "Rebbe, | am traveling to Paris onaten
dlay business rip. Would the Rebbe give me a bracha (blessing) that |
be successful in my venture?”

After a warm blessing the Retbbe continued to make his own request.
*In Paris they sell an exclusive cigar brand that is reputed to be the best
in all of Western Europe. | would appreciate if you would find that
brand and bring me back a box.”

The chasid was puzzled by the request, but responded
enthusiastically.

*Of course, Rebbe! No problem. | will find out which is the best brand
inall of France and boring you back two boxes!”

The men went on his frip and indeed retumed two weeks later, He
visited the Rebbe to thank him for his blessing.

*Doyou have the cigars?” asked the Rebbe.

The man blushed. “Rebbe, you have to forgive me. When Iwas in Paris, |
was so immersed in business that I totally forgot about your request, But
do not worry. On the way back | made a special stop in Belgium and
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got you the best Belgium cigar available. | was assured that it is of equal
quality to the French cigar if not better!”

The Reloloe shook his head. “My dear chasid, | did not need cigars. The
reason | asked you to get me the cigars while you were in France is
because | wanted those cigars to be on your mind. In that manner you
would remember during your stay thete that you have aRebbe.”

Of caurse each one varying nuances may represent an important
symbolism and each insertion of prayer or change of language may
offer a powerful supplication, but | believe that there is something
more. During these days we must keep on inserting tiny wake up calls
that shout to us, “Remember the retbloe!”

Switching words, opening the Aron Kodesh, watching our foods all
may e minor acts but in the greater view they are reminders that we
are living in a very spiritual and holy pericd and the King is waiting for us
toremember him.

We live in a world that is fraught with distraction. We become immersed
in our mundane world and often forget about the greater spiritual
picture. During the ten days of penitence it is so important to have
subtle roadblocks inserted in the daily rote of our mundane lives and
even in the middle of our spiritual ones. We have to insert an extra
booster of spirituality in all that € do. Because during this period we
have to ensure that even the search for the perfect cigar is indeed the
quest for a holy smoke.

Successful Search Rabb! Pinchas Avruch (Torah.org)

"For G-d's portion is His people; Jacok is the measure of His
inheritance" (Devarim 32:9) Our Kabbalistic sources tell us that G-ds
creation incorporates four universes, three of which are spiritual and
the fourth is physical. It is in the physical universe that G-d's presence is
least evident and it is in the physical universe that we find ourselves.
Therefore, the question is pondered, if the Jewish Nation is so dear to
G- d, why did he relegate our souls to physical vessels of flesh and
blood in our earthy physical world? Why did he not place us in one of

the loftier universes?

The Chofetz Chaim offers a parable. A boy was in the courtyard of a
synagogue in the great metropolis of Vilna. He was searching for
something as torrents of tears poured down his face. Sympathetic
passers by on their way to prayers, upon asking himwhat he lost, found
out he was looking for a copper coin his mother gave him before he left
for school. With the entire group searching unsuccessfully, one of the
participants asked the boy to indicate where in the courtyard he lost
the coin. The lad confessed that he had lost the coin in the street but
with all the mud and clay in the street following the recent rain, he did
not want to dirty hisshoes searching there.

Had G-d wanted Torah to remain in the spiritual realms He could have
given it to the angels. But Torah belongs here in the physical world, and
we belong here with it, because the very purpose of creation is the toil
of the Jew to study and live Torah on a daily basis. The actualization of
the purpose of the mitzvos, to fortify our relationship with G-d and
foster our G-d consciousness, can only happen in a world where
"success" and "growth" are defined as our spiritual awareness
conguering the mundane proclivities of our physical bodies. We may
get "dirty" in the process, but we must conduct our search in the realm
where our objectwill be found.

On Rosh Hashana we reestablish our relationship with Our Father, Our
King; we utilize the remaining week before Yom Kippur buttressing that
new found connection. In contemplating the formulation of this bond,
we ponder fantastic spiritual paths and seek Divine assistance in
removing the obstacles to our success. But are we on the right path?
Are we looking inthe right places? The Medrash (Shir HaShirim Rabbbah)
advises us of the Divine offer: "Open for Me an entry the size of the
point of a needle and | will open for you a gateway that wagons can
enter" He will make it EASIER, but we must look where the coin has
been lost; we must "get dirty" and expend that genuine first effort.

May we all be inscribed and sealed for a sweet and prosperous year!

Have a Good Shabbosand a Good Yom Tov!

Brainteasers

Here is this week's brainteaser:

repeated aloud.

The following 10 words have been chosen from the wnp for mwn wx. All of these words are EITHER, said by
everyone in their davenning, OR, said aloud by one person only, or sometimes, both said by everyone, and
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Some of these words are said, in context, several times, over mwn wx1, some are said twice, and the rest are only

ever said once. Two of these words are not said every year! By paying careful attention to the davenning you can
find them all.
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A £5 prize will be given to the writer of the 1st correct (or most correct) set of answers to the following question:
In the case of each word, which word comes before it in the urnpe
Answers can be given to me in writing from iv711 nix onwards.

My family join me in wishing our n'7nj7 a naL NPNNEN2MD.

Jeremy Stanton Answer Next Week ...

Last WeeKk’s Answers:

pax1 - What is the significance of the 11 dots?

Answer: The contents of the posuk before a1 in nnxa only concerned 11 tribes, not jynw

171 - Where do we have a hint of o'nnn n*nn in this sedra?

Answer: In Posuk 10 you can read nj71 'nax oy 10w 70 - you will like with your fathers and rise u

www,ohryerushalayim.org.uk




