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Kiddush First Night

Please note that preferably, the earliest time for Kiddush on the first
night of Yom Yov is 10.37pm.

Tikul Leil Shavuos

Once asain, we will be holding a Tikul Leil Shavuous with a great
line up of speakers, followed by an early Minyan for Shacharis. The
shiur rooms are available for those who wish to learn b’Chavrusa.
Refreshments will be available throughout, kindly sponsored by MH
Bakery. Full details on the back page.

Oneg Yom Tov

We invite all men to an Oneg Yom Tov to mark the first anniversary
of our new building, which will take place between Mincha and
Maariv on the second day of Shauvos. See back page for further

details.
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Climbing The Mountain — Preparing For Shavuos
What can compare to a long but rewarding trek up the mountain? It's a
long walk, at times over difficult terrain, and needs a lot of effort.

You get so far, pause to rest and to admire new surroundings and
scenery, then the journey continues. Sometimes the path turns
downwards for a short time, only to strike a new upward path soon
after. It's hard work, but you are getting higher as time goes on.

The journey of life is like climbing a mountain. It may seem like a long
hard journey. Attimes, the 'terrain’ can e tough, really tough. There are
ups and downs. We expend great effort in this climb, and with
Hashem's help, ascend ever higher.

The mountain theme is also central to Shavuos. Our Torah was given to
us on Har Sinai, @ mountain. This was a low mountain, to teach us
humility, but nevertheless a mountain.

Why did Hashem choose a mountain as the venue for Matan Torah?
There is another, related question.

The Gemara in Shabbos n"o states: n'aad> A0 DNy nod, Hashem
suspended the mountain over Klal Yisroel like a cask, with the threat that
if Klal Yisroel will accept the Torah, fine, but if not, then Xxnn bw
no>n1np, there willbe your burial place.

The Chofetz Chayim explains the word nw which means 'there’; 'there’
will be your burial place!, as opposed to 'here', to indicate that if Chas
Vesholom Klal Yisroel had refused to accept the Torah, then not only
'here' will become a burial place, but 'there- i.e. everywhere, will
become aburial place.

Since the whole purpose of the creation was for Klal Yisroel to accept
and keep the Torah, then their not accepting it would negate this
purpose, and there would be no purpose in the world, which would
cease to exist. This is actually hinted at in the Maaseh Bereishis:

Atthe end of each day's creation it tells us the day. At the end of the 6th
day we are also told the day, but with a small difference. It says 'n
'wwn 0I' 772 012y . Unlike the other days, the definite article is
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used: it says 'wwn, to signify a specific '6th day', not just the 6th day of
creation. Chazal tell us [same Gemara in Shabbos] that this refers to the
6th of Sivan, for Matan Torah would be the completion and fulfilment of
the entire Creation. Thus the Posuk reads:yaxini omwn 17121 'wwn oI’
meaning that on THE 6th day [of Sivan], the Heaven and Earth were
completed.

Until then, the Heaven and Earth were 'in suspense', awaiting and
depending upon our acceptance of the Torah. So Hashem was not
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really threatening us, rather telling us the reality: if you fail to accept the
Torah, life has no meaning and will cease immediiately.

But why was this point made using the very mountain on which the
Torah was to be given, rather than in any other way”?

Perhaps the choice of @ mountain was to show that an integral part of
Torah life is the climb. Standling still equals stagnation, which in turn
equates to back-sliding.

Hashem wants us to continually strive for greater heights, like the
mountain climboer.

Perhaps we threatened with the very same mountain as the one on
which the Torah was given to us, to drive home this very message: that a
failure to appreciate the need for growth, for striving upwardly, is
tantamount to a spiritual death. Therefore Har Sinai itself was held over
us, emphasizing the essentiality of upward striving.

Preparing For Shavuos

Since the need to grow is such an essential part of Kabolas HaTorah,
Shavuos is a time for us to consider how we might try to grow. To grow,
we must be prepared to change. “Change?! But I've always done it this
way” saystheY.H.!

So what?! Hashem wants us to strive to improve ourselves, which is
impossible if we believe that 'I've always done it this way'... has any
relevance to us.

There are many ways that we can attempt to climbo, and whilst every
person is different and will have their own individual 'mountain’,
whether by taking more care over davenning, to appreciate what we
are saying, by being more particular about Halochos such as Kashrus,
Shemiras Haloshon, Shabbos. And, especially for Shavuos, trying to
find abit of extra learning time, on a regular basis.

Yes, climbing the mountain is hard work, and an ongoing lifelong
challenge. But if this is the essence of practical Yiddishkeit, it must be a
part of our life.

May we all merit a successful climbo this Shavuos, now and always, until
120!
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