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Mazel Tov to the Rov & Rebbetzen on the birth of a grandson,
born to Rabbi & Mrs Yaakov Royde in Gateshead.

Guest Speaker

On Wednesday night, we will be hosting a guest speaker, Rabbi
Dovid Kaplan who wiill be giving a Shiur from 9.30-10.30pm on the
subject of “Connecting with and inspiring our children through the
Shabbos table”. Men and ladies are invited to attend.

RSVP Reminder

Can we please remind everyone that responses to the Sheva

Brochos invitations should be returned by Monday 20th June.
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Why We Are Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

HASHEM said to Moshe saying: “Speak to the Children of Israel and
say to them that they shall make for themselves Tzistzis on the corners
of their garments, throughout their generations. And they shall place
upon the Tzistzis of each corner a thread of (techeles) blue wool. It
shall constitute Tzitzis for you that you may see it and remember all the
Commandments of HASHEM and perform them; and not explore after
your heart and after your eyes after which you stray. So you may
remember and perform all My Commandments, and be holy to your G-
d. I am HASHEM your G-d, who has removed you from the Land of
Egypt to be a G-d unto you; | am HASHEM. (Bamidoar 14:37-40)

Those Tzitzis- threads on that four cornered poncho like garment are
sure packed with loads of meaning, since the stated purpose is that
they are intended to remind us of all the Mitzvos of HASHEM. It is
coded in a symbolic language, though. How do we begin to unravel
the idiom of those holy strings?

With a particular focus on the single thread of blue on each corner
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch ztl refers to this “eighth thread” as
“representing the power of Judaism as it is dipped into “Techeles” (a
certain sky blue dye). He claims that the source of its name “Techeles” is
etymolosgically related to the word “cala” meaning end.. Rav Hirsch says
that the blue reminds us of the limits of human ken to comprehend the
true depth of the supernatural realm. The word “Techeles” might also
be subtly alerting us to the ultimate end, the “tachlis” -the goal of our
existence. How so?

Years ago when | was visiting Jewish prisoners on a regular basis, we
had a custom, a sort of orientation for the newcomers It was also an
entertaining and strong review for the others guys.. We would ask the
unfortunate uninitiated the very same question that The Almighty asked
of Adam, the first man when he made his first grave misstep.

“Man, where are you?!” Where do you now live?” Inevitably the poor

guy would have to admit to himself the sad reality, “Green Haven
Maximum Security Prison”. | would always echo back emphatically, “No,
man, where do you live?” A little lost, now and searching for a more
expansive context the next guess might be, “New York State?” A
resounding “No man, where do you live” would follow. The
circumference would then widen and answers like, “America” or “sood
ship mother earth” would push the conversation to what seemed like
its logical limits until the answer was revealed.

“No! If you want, you to acknowledse it, you live in front of HASHEM, as
King David says, “I place HASHEM before me always”. The Baal Shem
Tov said that where a person’s thoughts are, there is where they are
entirely. If you want to be here in prison then here you are! However if
you want to be in front of HASHEM always, then, although your bodly is
anchored here, like a foot in a shoe, your mind and spirit can soar
beyond prison walls.

| remember vividly being stuck at Newark Liberty Airport in a snow
storm for 24 hours of chaos as flight after fligsht was canceled and
postponed. An oriental gentleman ranting loudly and with great
frustration was overheard on his cell phone shouting, “l don’t know
wherelam!ldon’tknow who lam! | don’t know why | am?

Tzittzis, especially the 8th thread representing eternity, and being blue
stirs within us, as the Talmud suggests, a reminder of the blue sky which
then triggers thoughts of the throne of ultimate judgsment installing within
adeep awe.

Now that the blue thread is lacking from our Tzitzis, all we have is a giant
blue sky. We might then imasine it is the big blue of the eye of G-d

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.30pm

Candle Lighting and Shalbbbos Between 7.55pm and 8.00pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 3.00am

w7 0T 910 8.53am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm / 9.54pm

Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 10.24pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 10.59pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.50pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shablbbos  7.30pm (Shabbos 9.27pm)
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1. Why did nwn call yuiiv by that name?

2. Why did the spies say that 78w yax was a land

flowing with milk and honey?
3. To whom does 'n display his quality of n'ox X

(slow to become angry)?
4. How do we know that the tribe of 7 did not die in

the 712TN?

5. At what stage does a lamb become an '7X”?

6. How much doush has to be separated as n'7n”?

7. Give two reasons why we should have n'7on in our
Ny, according to R Moshe Hadarshon.

H. Which people would be kept alive with an1?

gazing at us, reminding us of where we are, who we are, and why we
are!

Heart Palpitations

One might have thought that after their first attempt at espionage ended
in such a major disaster the Jewish people would learn their lesson. Yet
atfirst glance it seems they didn’t.

Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

The twelve spies Moses sent to reconnoiter the land of Canaan before
the projected invasion returned with such bleak reports that the
people wanted to turn back. This was a terrible sin, and the generation
of the Exodus was denied entry to the Land.

Nearly forty years later, as the next generation stood poised to cross the
Jordan River, Joshua again sent spies to Jericho. How could he do such
athing? Wasn't he afraid that there might be a repeat of the first disaster?

Moreover, our Sages understand the words “send for yourself” to
mean that the Almighty had originally disapproved of Moses’ plan to
send spies. Why did Joshua disregard the divine disapiproval and send
spies once again?

Let us take a closer look at these two missions. In this week’s Torah
portion, we are not told the precise purpose of the mission, but it
appears when Moses recapitulates in Deuteronomy (1:292), “And you
said, ‘Let us send men before us to reconnoiter the land for us and bring
us back word of the route by which we should invade and the cities
we should attack.”

Clearly, the purpose of the mission was to devise a specific invasion
strategy. But why would they need invasion strategies if they trusted in
the Almighty? He was leading them into the Promised Land after taking
out of Egypt with spectacular miracles. Surely, He could be trusted to
accomplish the invasion of Canaan with equal success. Surely, He did
not need the help of spies and strategists. This mission was a breach of
faith in the Almighty, and the Jewish people suffered the
consequences.

Was this also the purpose of Joshua’s spies? Let us listen to their report
when they return (Joshua 1:24), “The Lord has surely delivered all the
land into our hands, and all the inhabitants of the land melt away before
us.” The spies gauged the morale of the defenders and found them
quaking with fear. Victory would be easy. The purpose of their mission
was not to devise strategies, select invasion routes or target points of
attack. Their purpose was to reassure the invaders that the battle would
go easily in their favor.

This was no breach of faith. It is quite normal for a person of faith to have
heart palpitations as he goes into battle even though he is convinced
he will be victorious. The Almighty does not expect average Jews to
reach such a high level of faith that they feel no anxiety at the prospect
of war. Therefore, it was perfectly acceptable to send spies to reassure

the invaders that the enemy defenders were so frigshtened they would just
melt away at the first signs of battle. The issue was not whether to go or not
to go. It was purely the state of mind of the invaders when they went.

An irreligious man who owned a large factory visited a sage. “Do you
think | don’t know there is a Creator?” he said. “Of course | do. | see it
all the time. So many times I've been in tight spots, and just when |
thought it was all over, everything worked out. Just last week, |
needed eleven thousand dollars to cover the bank, and | had no idea
where to get it. Then | opened the mail and there was a check for
eleven thousand dollars from a customer who owed me a lot of
money. It couldn’t be clearer to me that the Creator runs the world.”

The man paused. “But tell me, canl live like this?”

The sage laughed. “My good friend,” he said, “the closer you get to
the Creator the more comfortable you will become with your faith.”

In our own lives, we know the feeling very well. We have faith in the
Almighty, but our hearts are in our mouths until everything works out. These
feelings do not mean we do not have faith. It is quite all right to be anxious
about the outcome. But if we want to reduce the feelings of anxiety, the only
answer is to draw closer to the Almighty. The more strongly we feel His
presence around us the more secure we will feel.
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