
A Powerful Message about Our Power!
Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

Moshe sent them to scout the Land of Canaan, and he said to them, "Go

up this way in the south and climb up the mountain. You shall see what

[kind of] land it is, and the people who inhabit it; are they strong or

weak? Are there few or many? And what of the land they inhabit? Is it

good or bad? And what of the cities in which they reside are they in

camps or in fortresses? What is the soil like? Is it fat or lean? Are there

any trees in it or not? You shall be courageous and take from the fruit of

the land." It was the season when the first grapes begin to ripen.

(Bamidbar 13:17-20)

Are they strong or weak? : He gave them a sign. If they live in open cities

[it is a sign that] they are strong, since they rely on their might. And if they

live in fortified cities [it is a sign that] they are weak. [Tanchuma 6] (Rashi)

This Rashi is rather counter intuitive! We would think things should be

just the other way around. If they are in walled cities they are secure

and if they are in open encampments they are vulnerable and weak!

What’s origin of this notion? What’s the relevance?

When peaking back at the earliest moments of human history we find a

curious phenomenon. What was the first recorded human invention?

Take a few moments to think before answering. Some will guess fire but

that’s not explicitly related. Well surprisingly it’s clothing, albeit primitive

and minimal. Adam and Chava felt the need to cover-up with a fig leaf

after they ingested the forbidden fruit because their innocence was

now lost. Prior to that moment they were naked and without any

shameful or selfish tendencies. Now, however, afterwards, because of

an inner weakness, a moral failing they needed to shield themselves

from themselves.

We live nowadays with a gross misconception- that because of the rise

of technology we are somehow superior to prior generations. We are

learning here that this is far from the truth. When we behold someone

with a hearing aid we are not likely to be inspired to jealousy. He needs

a device on the outside because his hearing has become diminished.

Somebody in need of a walker or wheelchair can be envious of those

of us that can still ambulate without assistance. When we see that

person in a hospital room is hooked up with tubes and wires galore it is

a clear sign that the inner tubing system is currently malfunctioning. The

more hardware required on the outside - the weaker the inner world!

The Czech Poet-President, Vaclav Havel made the following bold and

keen observation: “The dizzying development of this science, with its
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unconditional faith in objective reality and its complete dependency

on general and rationally knowable laws, led to the birth of modern

technological civilization. It is the first civilization in the history of the

human race that spans the entire globe and firmly binds together all

human societies, submitting them to a common global destiny. It was

this science that enabled man, for the first time, to see Earth from space

with his own eyes; that is, to see it as another star in the sky.

At the same time, however, the relationship to the world that the

modern science fostered and shaped now appears to have exhausted

its potential. It is increasingly clear that, strangely, the relationship is

missing something. It fails to connect with the most intrinsic nature of

reality and with natural human experience…It produces what amounts

to a state of schizophrenia: Man as an observer is becoming

completely alienated from himself as a being…

Today for instance we may know immeasurably more about the

universe than our ancestors did, and yet, it increasingly seems they

knew something more essential about it than we do, something that

escapes us.”

I recently came across a charming but alarming cartoon with two

distinct images! One depicts a cluster of people madly yapping on cell

phones, texting, net surfing, you name it! The other portrays a group of

regular folks but relaxed with smiles on their faces. The caption reads:

“World Population is Now Divided into Two Distinct Groups;

‘Communication Addiction Victims’ and ‘People’!” A powerful

message about our power!

Rarely do we find that Hashem's commands assume personal

connotations. The commands are meted for the sake of Judaism and

the glory of Heaven. Yet, disturbingly, we find the mission of the spies

defined with very personal invectives. The Torah begins with Hashem

commanding Moshe, "Send for yourself spies to scour the land of

Israel." Why is the command tainted with such a personal epithet? Is

Moshe sending the spies for himself? In fact, Moshe reviews the entire

The Lure of Life Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

aŠ Volume 4 - Issue 47ryz oeiq eŠk - jl gly zyxt – 16th June 2012 -

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 10.59pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.50pm)

6.45am / 7.10am / 8.15amMonday

7.15am / 8.20am / 9.00amSunday

6.30am / 7.00amWednesday / Thursday yceg y`x

jl gly zyxt zay oikxan zay

6.45am / 7.20amTuesday /  Friday



www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk

1. Whose idea was it originally to send the spies?

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7. Why is the phrase repeated?

H

How many people carried the cluster of grapes?

How many kings were there in at that time?

How do we know that the tribe of did not die in the

?

What is the minimum age of an ?

How much dough must be given as to the (a)

, (b) ?

. How did s spies leave ?

orpk ux`

iel

xacn

li`

dlg odk

dxezd on opaxcn

mivr yyewn

ryedi egixiˆ

Parsha Wordsearch

episode in Deuteronomy, stating how the idea of spies found favor in

his eyes. The commentaries are quick to point out that the idea found

favor in Moshe's mortal's eyes, but Hashem disapproved. Therefore He

told Moshe send the spies for yourself. "As far as I am concerned,"

Hashem infers, "it is a mistake, but if that is what you desire, then

proceed." Thus the words, "send for yourself spies."

Of course, the dire consequences of the mission are well known. The

spies returned and maligned the Land of Israel. They were punished

along with the entire nation that joined them in their misconceived

sorrow, and the next 40 years were spent wandering in the desert.

But we are human, and our intentions are tinged with mortal bias. Isn't

every mortal action filled with human bias and mortal partiality.

Adam Parker Glick, President of the Jack Parker Corporation, told me a

wonderful story:

Moshe reluctantly agreed to the whims and premonitions of a nervous

and anxious nation. He agreed to their pleading to allow spies to check

the land that they would ultimately inherit. But by no means was it a

Divine mission. Hashem told Moshe send spies for yourself. He taught

Moshe that missions that are fueled by self-fulfillment are doomed.

Often, we stand at the check-out counter of life and choose the

impulse items with the view that they are necessary for our success. We

marvel at the brightly-colored lures and find it hard to imagine life

without them. We rationalize that they are needed for the sake of family,

livelihood, and even spirituality. We think we are purchasing them for

lofty reasons and negate the fact that perhaps selfishness and insecurity

are the driving forces behind the proverbial sale. We buy them thinking

A wealthy man decided to take up the sport of fishing. He rented

a cottage near a Vermont lake and barreled into the local sport

and wildlife shop and demanded to see the manager.

"I want to buy the best of everything: the most expensive rod and

tackle, the best hooks, anglers, and even the most exquisite bait!"

The store owner, who had seen his share of city-folk, was not

impressed. He instructed a young salesman to follow the man

around the store and serve as a human shopping cart. The man

chose the most exquisite rods and reels; he selected a mahogany

tackle box and a refrigerated bait cooler. Money was no object,

and the fisherman-to-be selected the finest of all. The

enthusiastic young salesman was extremely eager to please and

offered him every imaginable fishing item and accessory. The

owner, a crusty and seasoned Vermonter just smirked at the

naivete of the new-found angler.

As the tycoon approached the checkout counter, he noticed

brightly colored, hand-painted fishing lures whose prices were as

outlandish as the colors. “Wow!" he exclaimed, as he gathered a

bunch into his hand. "These look really wonderful!" Then he turned

to the manager and in a voice sounding as well informed as

possible, he asked the owner, "do fish really go for these?"

“Don't know," shrugged the old-timer. "I don't sell to fish."

that they are the items that will catch the fish, but ultimately, we are the

only ones caught!

Moshe was about to send spies on a seemingly sacred mission. The

mission may have been falsely justified in hundreds of different ways:

the operation would save lives, it would prepare a young nation for a

smooth transition and pave a new level of spirituality for the fledgling

folk. But those were not the true objectives. There was selfishness

involved. And the mission was doomed. For the road to the lowest of

places is paved with disingenuous holy-intent.

Therefore Hashem told Moshe that there is only one motivation behind

the mission. They are not sending spies for Hashem. The nation is

sending spies for its own ego and insurance. "Send them for yourself."

G-d does not need scouts, guides, or pathfinders. He does not sell to

fish. He just may yield to those who are selfish. And ultimately they get

the hook.

Why at this juncture (posuk 15, perek 13) did Moshe call Hoshea,

Yehoshua when Hashem had previously told Moshe (Parshas

Beshalach posuk 14, perek 17) to remind YEHOSHUA of the continual

fight against Amalek and the Torah calls Yehoshua by that name on

many occassions prior to Parshas Shelach Lechah?

The Rosh says that Moshe "sensed" that Yehoshua would "inherit" the

reward that should have been given to the other 10 spies. Thus the

letter YUD (the numerical value of 10) was added to Hoshea's name.

So the reason why he was called Yehoshua in now explained.

The Gra contends that Moshe DID NOT change Yehoshua's name but

Moshe prayed that Hashem (Yud and Heh) should save him - Hoshea

from the machinations of of the spies. The Gra says that is why the Torah

refers to Hoshea by that name in Parshas Ha'azeenu posuk 44 Perek 32 :

he had 2 names!!

Hoshea or Yehoshua: What Was His Name?

Jonathan Grosskopf (shortvort.com)
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There are different notions regarding the essence of davenning and the

role each of us plays in creating an atmosphere of kedusha. According

to the Rav J B Soloveitchik's interpretation of the Rambam, there are

three different types of davenning:

1. that of the individual,

2. that of the tefilla of the individual in the community, which has at its

heart the members of the minyan reciting the shmoneh esrei silently but

together

3. and the third, a separate concept of the repetition of davenning by

the Chazzan in the presence of the Minyan.

The role of the Chazzan's davenning is two fold, and this double use

creates halakhic ramifications.

One reason is to exempt those people in the kahal who are present

and who answer Omain and who are not knowledgeable enough to

say the davenning on their own.

Rav Soloveitchik deduces that this davenning by the Chazzan has

another value – it stands in place of a communal offering which is

separate from that of an individual, even an individual in the community;

it must represent the community is a unified voice which then has the

power to demand on behalf of the community in a way that they could

not individually.

This understanding of the role of the Chazzan places new

responsibilities on the individual. Instead of being a passive observer

who, at best, responds Omain, the individual must become a

participant, keeping his physical and mental attitude the same as if he

were saying the words, as he is trying to be fulfill a completely new

obligation. Interruptions such as talking and learning invalidate that

attitude as might the saying of modim derobonon so loud that it makes

one not hear the modim of the shatz, as hearing every word of his

davenning is intrinsic to fulfilling this obligation.
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