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I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'
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Mazel Tov to Judge & Mrs Knopf on the recent birth of a
grandson, born to Mr & Mrs Wosner, and the Bris which took place
in Hong Konsg.

Kiddush This Shabbos

There will be a Kiddush after Davening this Shabbos for Shabbos
Mevorchin which, as yet, has no sponsor. Interested parties are
invited to contact the executive.

Children’s Group

The children’s Shablbos group takes place this week.

JRCC Appeal

Donations towards Alex Strom’s appeal last Shabbos for the JRRC
can be given to Frenchie or Chizky.
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AviBarr

Always Look on the Bright Side of Life

“Perspective”. A word which describes how two people can view
the same event but reach entirely different perspectives. Inaway itis
perspective that sums up what went wrong with the episode of the
Meraglim (the Spies) in this week's Sedra.

If one looks at the writings of Rav Hirsch on the episode of the Meraglim
it becomes apparent that the original objective of the mission was
genuine. When the Bnei Yisrael came to Moshe with their request to
appoint front runners on their behalf the Torah (as events are reviewed
by Moshe in Parshas Devarim C1(22)) uses the word “Veyachperu” to
describe the purpose of the mission. This word is an expression of
digging — bringing something concealed to surface. The intention was
simply to familiarise themselves with the best routes and to give
themselves an idea of what this foreign land would look like. And, as
the Torah tells us (in Devarim C1(23)), this suggestion was pleasing in
the eyes of Moshe.

In the first Passuk of this week's Sedra, Hashem so to speak reinforced
this message by telling Moshe to send the men to Eretz Yisrael — “to the
land | am giving (present tense)”. The conquest was to be a fait
accompli; no hows, whys or ifs.  Furthermore, Yehoshua's change of
name (being derived from the past tense of the word Yeshua meaning
salvation) was meant to remind the Meraslim every time they called his
name, that just like Hashem had saved the Bnei Yisrael in the past, He
would continue to do so.

Put simply, the purpose of the mission was a purely objective
examination of what lay before them; a prelude to the miracles that
doubtless Hashem would perform on their behalf (and the bigger the
challenge appeared the greater the miracles would be).
Unfortunately, as Reto Shimshon Pincus (in Tiferes Shimshon) points out,
the Meraglim allowed the awesomeness of what they saw on their visit
to cloud their judgement. Instead of realising that Hashem had made
people die to ensure the inhabitants were pre-occupied and the fruit
to be large to accentuate the productivity of the land, the Meraglim
allowed negativity to envelope their mindsets.

Reb Shimshon Pincus brings a Medrash (Vayikra Rabba C26(2)) which
states that Loshon Hora destroys the listener, the subject and the
speaker. Of these, it is the speaker which appears most perplexing.
How is he destroyed? How has his life changed by uttering disparaging
comments about somebody? But herein lies the answer. The
introduction of negativity into ones psyche does untold harm —
“destruction” no less.

Rabbi YY Rubinstein spoke in our Shul recently. During his talk he
recounted a particular episode in his late wife's (OH) treatment for
cancer. The consultant at one stage gave his wife 2 weeks to live having
spotted a tumour on her lungs. Rabbi YY immediately contacted a
more senior consultant in Christies who wholly disputed the diagnosis
(it was an infection rather than the cancer spreading). But having
thrown in the towel the first consultant no matter how much he tried to
backtrack was not the right person to oversea her further treatment.
Mrs Rubinstein returned to Christies and with the help of Hashem lived a
further 6 months. Positivity is not just an added extra— it is a life saver.

A now famous story was told to Reb Eleizer Silver (ZTL) about an
incident that happened in a Displaced Persons Camp just after the
Second World War.

Whilst trying to gather ten people to form a minyan one particular
survivor steadfastly refused to join. No manner of persuasion had any
effect. When pressed, the man recounted something that had
witnessed in the camps and had completely turned the man from his
faith. The man recalled how one particular Jewish prisoner had a
Siddur. The 'price' for 10 minutes' use of the Siddur was half of the daily
food ration. “If a Jew can deprive his fellow Jews of half their food and
cause them to suffer or even die | don't want anything to do with the
religion!”. The young American Chaplain turned to the survivor and said
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to him, “What makes you focus on the rogue in that story? Look instead
at the Mesirus Nefesh of all those starving but nevertheless committed
Yidden willing to give up their last morsel for a chance to daven a few
words froma Siddur.”

There was recently an article in the Mishpacha considering the impact
of the swingeing cuts of funding to religious institutions in Israel.
Regardless of ones particular views, one unconventional perspective
struck achord. Awriter argued that when Yiddishkeit comes too easily
it sometimes goes too easily as well. Now that Hashem has made
being a Ben (or Bas) Torah that little bit harder, we should Be'Ezras
Hashem see a greater commitment to Yiddishkeit overall.

A constructive approach can be found even in the seemingly darkest
of predicaments.

Itis not about massive actions or big changes. If we just learnthe lesson
from the Meraglim of appreciating all the good around us and in the
people around us — in the way we speak and the way we react to
situations, we will not only make a big difference to our friends and
family but to ourselves as well.

When Twelve Don’t Make a Dozen

On the rare occasion that immediately post-Hamotzi the Shabbos
table does not descend into a Chimp's Tea Party redux (if you
remember those ads with fondness, then “wireless” has nothing to do
with broadoand in your lexicon), | like to take a cue from the Hagodoh
and open up the proceedings by firing questions.

Every one likes to answer questions, the stranger the better, but since
the ages of my dearly beloved horde vary considerably, | have to have
a reasonably diverse spread of questions that suit the spectrum of
ages.

For the youngest in the family - after the invariable “what was last week's
sedrah” question to my toddler - comes the question for my four year
old: “How many camels in this week's sedrah?”

This seemingly innocuous question, to which he usually belts out with a
cheesy grin on his face “NONE” for the dubious privilege of being
rewarded a virtual smartie on one of those occasions that | have
forgotten to purchase the real-world variant, has surprisingly sparked
some furious debates.

This week, on the assumption that none of them have suddenly
discovered the art of reading and followed that revelation with a
sudden urge to read the OJ Newsletter, | will ask them the following
question: “How many meraglim in this week's sedrah?”

Since my children are now of the habit of rolling their eyes up when |
pose the was-Avrohom-Ovinu-a-goy query, they have an instinctive
caution to answering any apparently obvious question without first
pausing for thought.

So, how many meraglim in this weeks sedrah indeed?

| am no mind-reader, but even separated by time and space | can see
the coss of cositation shaking off the rust of rumination in the darker
recesses of your consciousness, dismissing “42” as facetious and then
weighing the possibility of ruling out Colev and Yehoshua for a solution
of “10”, 12 being way too obvious.

The Malbim will differ with your conclusion by a figure of...10. Yup,
that's right. Nil points (that's your actual French for “no points”) for
guessing 10. The correctanswer is O.

“Oh come on,” will not alter that figure.

Read back carefully, and you will see | did not mention the word
“spies”. My challenge employed the word “meraglim”. Not once does
this week's sedrah use that term. In the story of the shevotim's initial
encounter with Yosef, however, the term is thrown at them as an
accusation.

“You, sirs, are spies! Come to spy the nakedness of our land, you have.”

“No we're not spies. We're honest. Honest, suv.”

“Yes, you are. Spies, | tell you.”

Yup, this was the actual conversation, translated into the modern

Dani Epstein

idiom.
Anyway, there Yosef uses the term meraglim every couple of minutes.

And he accuses them that they “have come to see the nakedness of
theland”.

Really? Did Yosef really accuse them of shlepping all the way to Egypt
by camel train in the middle of a famine just to look for an empty spot to
set up a shopping centre?

The Malbim notes that in Loshon Hakodesh there are two words that
connote a spy: Mnand Y3 n. They have different purposes. The job of
the 93 nis to sneak in and find an empty space in enemy territory that
canbe used as a staging point for a military campaign.

They operate in great secrecy, and answer only to the commander in
chief. No-one knows who they are; their identities are irrelevant as far
as the public is concerned. Since only the C-in-C needs the
information, he is the only one who needs to trust these individuals,
andno-one else's opinionis relevant.

For this sort of operation, you only need a couple of spies. Which is
exactly what Yehoshua did - he sent two spies on a tactical mission,
and the posuk does not even mention them by name, since who they
were was of no public benefit or relevance.

The purpose of the 711, on the other hand, is to determine whether or
not the land under scrutiny is suitable for the populace's purpose. Well,
every shevet had a different requirement. Having great sea-ports is of
no benefit to the agrarian or livestock farmer. Rich pastures will leave the
fishing and export cargo industry scratching their heads.

For this purpose one needs someone who the public can trust as a
level-headed individual, savwy enough to be able to determine if the
land ahead wiill suit their particular tribe, and sufficiently trusted to
undertake such a vital mission without angling for some kind of a kick
back. Essentially the diametric opposite of a politician.

In order to attain the best results, every shevet needs to send their own
personal representative, of a suitable calibre that won't be ridiculed on
his return for suggesting that they can run a fishing industry out of
ponds, forexample.

So unlike the case of Yehoshua, the Bnei Yisroel sent out twelve highly-

respected individuals to spy out the land, one from each shevet, in
order to determine which part of it if any would suit them.

Therefore - to answer my opening question - this week's star cast were
not meraslim, says the Malbim. Spies, yes, meraslim, no.

Why Did Moshe Not Daven For Kalev?
Benjamin A Rose (shortvort.com)

Before the Meraglim left on their mission to Eretz Yisroel, Moshe
changed Yehoshua's name and davened for him to be saved from the
Meraglim.

Kalev on the other hand did not receive any special Bracha. He made
his way to Chevron to be Mispalel on his own behalf. Why didn't Moshe
daven for Kalev as well?

Rav Elyashiv answers that Yehoshua was Moshe's talmid and there was
no doubt that he would stay in his tzidkus no matter the circumstances.
All the Meraglim knew this. Moshe was afraid that if things turned sour
like they in fact did, Yehoshua's life would be in jeopardy because the
Meraslim may want to kill him since Yehoshua would outwardly take a
stand against his peers . For this Moshe davened that Yehoshua would
remain safe and unharmed.

Kalev on the other hand took a covert approach. He would appear to
agree with the Meraglim until he arrived safely back to the Midbar.
Because of this he was not concerned with his physical safety.

He was more concerned that by outwardly going along with the
Meraglim it may influence his "Pnimiyus", his inner soul and he would
end up just like them.

For this says Rav Elyashiv, a tzadik's tefilos are not sufficient. Since this is

purely a matter of "Bechira"; individual choice, a person must daven on
his own behalf. Therefore Kalev went to Chevron to daven for himself.
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