
Eighth Day Jews Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

The parsha deals with the eighth day of the dedication of the Mishkan.

In general it can be stated that the eighth day after any event can be a

time of challenge. The eighth day of life is the day of circumcision of

male Jewish children. The eighth day – the day after the week of

rejoicing of a young newly married couple - was and is the day when

real married life with all of its joys and challenges begins.

The eighth day after the beginning of the holiday of Pesach in Israel is the

day when we return to our ordinary lives and tasks and many times that

is a moment of at least temporary depression. And here in the parsha

the eighth day is transformed from the day of joy and supreme

attainment to one of tragedy and silence.

The eighth day is a difficult day. But the main lesson here is that life is in

reality a series of ‘eighth days.’ The eighth day is unpredictable, it can

bring pain and sadness but it can also be inspiring and joyful,

productive and worthy. So the eighth day syndrome has become a

metaphor for life in general and certainly for Jewish life particularly.

Because of the potential problems and difficulties that the eighth day

may bring, the Torah begins the parsha with the word “vayehi” which is

not necessarily an expression of happiness. Here it will refer to the

untimely deaths of the two sons of Aharon. But in general it serves as a

warning to humans to view life cautiously and realistically. The Torah

always teaches us to drive defensively in all areas of living.

Aharon’s reaction to the tragedy that has befallen him is noteworthy.

The Torah emphasizes that he keep silent. Many times events occur in

human lives that are so shocking, sudden and overwhelming that

humans are left speechless. Silence then is really a reflex reaction. But

here the Torah records Aharon’s silence as an act of bravery, restraint

and holiness and not as a reflex reaction to the destruction of half of his

family.

It indicates that Aharon had plenty he could have said and could have

taken Heaven to task, so to speak, but instead he himself chose to
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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Chizky Salomon on the upcoming

Chassuneh of their daughter Shani to Moishe Bakst on Monday.

Friday Night Minyanim

Shabbos Group This Week

The new early Friday night Minyan starts this week and continues

for the next five weeks. Full details on the back page.

Please note also that this week, the second Minyan starts at the

earlier time of 7.15pm due to the time of Plag.

The children’s Shabbos group takes place this week.

Kiddush This Shabbos
The Kiddush after Davenning this Shabbos is sponsored by Mr &

Mrs Daniel Harris on the occasion of the Yahrzeit of Daniel’s father.

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 6.35pm / 7.30pm

remain silent. The Talmud in many instances advocates the supremacy

of silence over complaint, in fact over unnecessary speech generally.

There is much to complain about from our human viewpoint of life and

its events. Heaven however states that the fact that we are alive and

functioning should be sufficient to stifle any complaints.

This hard judgment is also one of the primary lessons of the eighth day.

Aharon’s unspoken heartbroken complaint and his unanswered, in fact

unasked, question hang in the air of Jewish history – mysterious and

unfathomable. This also is true of all eighth day challenges that face us -

the righteous and faithful shoulder on.

The great Rebbe of Kotzk said famously: “For the believer there are no

questions; for the non-believer there are no answers.” We are all eighth

day Jews. Let us also shoulder on to build the Jewish people in

strength, compassion and belief.

In teaching us the kosher laws this week, the Torah deviates from a

meritorious procedure.

Normally the Torah hardly elaborates unnecessarily, yet Rabbi Yehoshua

ben Levi tells us in Tractate Pesachim that in Parshas Noach the Torah

deviated from its normal propensity to abbreviate. In fact, it added

eight letters for a very special reason. Rabbi Yehoshua explains, "A

person should never emit a harsh expression from his mouth, that is why

in Parshas Noach when the Torah tells us that Noach animals into his ark it

takes pain to add letters." The Torah tells us that "Noach took sets of

seven males and females of each the tahor (kosher) animal species, and

a set of two animals non-tahor (kosher) species" (Genesis 7:8-9).

"The Torah," continues Rabbi Yehoshua, "could have just said one simple

word to describe the non-kosher animals - tamei! (treif). Yet to teach us

the importance of clean speech it uses an elaborate Hebrew

terminology, animals that are not kosher, instead of a simpler and shorter

expression, treif animals. The Torah avoids calling creatures, even non-

kosher ones, tamei (impure) rather it labels them as 'animals that are not
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classified as tahor."

This week however, the Torah is not as tempered. In Parshas Shmini, the

Torah prescribes the laws of kosher and non-kosher. It specifies for us

those signs and characteristics of kosher animals. Those who do not

meet the specifications are deemed tamei (non-kosher). Among those

classified as non-kosher are hare, the camel, the hyrax, and of course,

the pig. The Torah refers to these animals as tamei! It waives the

graciousness it displays in Parshas Noach. It does not label them as

"animals that are not tahor. It calls them treif! Why the curt classification?

What happened to the gentle ettiquette so beautifully professed by

Rabbi Yehoshua?

The governor of a group of small villages decided to make an

official visit to one of the more backward farm communities of his

province. The mayor of the village, a simple farmer who had no

idea of neither social graces, nor etiquette received him. The

farmer's wife made tea, the water of which was scooped from a

muddy stream and set to boil. Upon sipping the first bit of the

dirt-filled libation, the governor immediately spit it out and

shouted, "What did you serve me? This is terrible!" The governor

proceeded to show the mayor and his wife exactly how to strain

water through cheese-cloth in order to make a proper glass of

tea. Amazed, both husband and wife accepted the advice

gratefully.

A few weeks later, there was a fire in the village. Reports to the

governor said that though there had been ample water,

manpower, and time to contain the blaze, for some reason the

fire had managed to destroy most of the town. The governor

arrived at the home of the mayor to inquire what, exactly, went

wrong.

"You see, dear governor," beamed the hapless mayor, "the men

were going to use the muddy brook-water to extinguished the

blaze, but I stopped them! I showed them how to filter the water,

and remove the small rocks and dirt. Since your visit, we never

used filthy water again!"

"You fool!" shouted the governor. "You filter for tea, not a fire!

When a fire is raging you must put it out immediately - even with

dirty water!"

The story of Noach is a narrative. The Torah can well afford to classify

the non-kosher animals in a positive light. After all, for the sake of the

story it does not make a difference if the animals are referred to as

tamei, or not tahor. The Torah chose the gentler way. However when

telling us to avoid eating animals which are not kosher, the Torah does

not offer circuitous etiquette, it declares boldly - "they are traif!"

We live in a world that is wrought with many dangers. Sometimes we

must say, "no," to our friends, our children, and ourselves, in a very curt

and abrupt way. A particular action, behavior, or influence, may be

much worse than "not-so-good." They may be traif, and must simply

be stated as such. Saying "no" may lack class, but it may work.

There is a time and place for every expression. When etiquette will

work, it must be used; but when a fire is burning, and the situation

demands powerful exhortation, any water, even if it is a little muddy,

must be used!

R’ Yehuda Pearlman will be recommencing his
Gemoroh Chaburoh on Tuesday, learning the

second Perek of Mesechs Makkos

The Rov will be starting the Sugya of Matan Torah
(Shabbos Daf Omud ) on Wednesday

R’ Johnny Goodman will be restarting his Sunday
and Tuesday Gemoroh Kiddushin Shiurim on

Sunday.

Rabbi YCD Cohen will be shortly moving his very
popular Daf HaYomi Shiur to Ohr Yerushalayim
which will take place before Mincha & Maariv,
from 6.45-7.45pm. Further details will follow

next week.

Old and new members of these Shiurim are
welcome to join.

We welcome anyone to come and learn in the
Beis HaMedrash which is open daily from early

morning to late at night.

eŠt `

R’ Yehuda Pearlman will be recommencing his
Gemoroh Chaburoh on Tuesday, learning the

second Perek of Mesechs Makkos

The Rov will be starting the Sugya of Matan Torah
(Shabbos Daf Omud ) on Wednesday

R’ Johnny Goodman will be restarting his Sunday
and Tuesday Gemoroh Kiddushin Shiurim on

Sunday.

Rabbi YCD Cohen will be shortly moving his very
popular Daf HaYomi Shiur to Ohr Yerushalayim
which will take place before Mincha & Maariv,
from 6.45-7.45pm. Further details will follow

next week.

Old and new members of these Shiurim are
welcome to join.

We welcome anyone to come and learn in the
Beis HaMedrash which is open daily from early

morning to late at night.

eŠt `

Summer Beis HaMedrash
Programme

Summer Beis HaMedrash
Programme


