.hr y@mshalayim N

V"YUN 7178 0”D - 171 DAX1 NWD — 4th September 2010 - Volume 3 - Issue 9

I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

a10 71D

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Fabian Borocin on the birth of a baby
daughter.
Chassanim for Simchas Torah

We wish Mazel Tov to our Chassanim for Simchas Torah. The
Choson Torah is the Rov and the Choson Bereishis is Roger Rubin.

Tikun Leil Hoshana Rabbah

We are delighted to announce a Tikul Leil Hoshana Rabbah which
will take place from 9.30pm to midnight. Refreshments will be
served in the Succa.

Book Your Hoshanos

Anyone who would like to order Hoshanos is asked to complete
the poster on the noticewall with their name and quantity
required.

Remember p'rwan anny
A reminder to everyone to make an '7wan ainwy before both sets

of days of Yom Tov..

I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

The Happiness Box Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

Every once in a while when reading a bed time story to the younser
children | find myself in the end wiping a tear from the corner of my eye
and wondering if any of the children are really capable of appreciating
the depth of the seemingly simple story, if it is not meant more for the
parents and if we get it either.

One such book reappeared on the bookshelf recently. It must have
been with all the stuff for sukkos 'cause it certainly belongs there. It's
called, "The Happiness Box". The plot is something like this. There's this
kid that's never happy with what he has. He finds things to complain
about all day. Whatever he has is not enough or not just right and all he
canfindis fault.

One day after his family moves into a beautiful new house a giant
packase arrives. It's a washing machine or some other large appliance
and the kid is suffering from existential nausea because it's not for him.
His clever father convinces him that the box is the real item of desire
and it's just for him. It's called "a happiness box" and while inside one
must think only happy thoughts.

This boy accepts the premise of the box and at first begrudsingly but
later with greater ease is able to generate happiness producing
thoughts such as; "Sometimes my mother makes dinners | like." And
other such affirming statements that put him into a state of mind that
makes him feel rich and full. After a while he's complaining a lot less.
Then he becomes anxious about going to summer camp because all
his possessions need to fit neatly into a duffel bag and he would have
to leave "the box" at home. What would become of his state of
happiness? He then realizes the great truth that the happiness is not in
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his box but in his head. The important life lesson is well learned. The
children are fast asleep but | am more awake.

The simple child's story reminds me a little of a bad joke about a fellow
who claims his dog is so talented he can do anything he is commanded
to do. The challenge is taken up by a friend who throws a stick a
distance and commands the dog, "Fetch!"

The dog looks up at him and besins his diatrioe. "All day long people
tell me what to do. Roll over! Jump! Go through the fiery hoop! Good
dosg. Bad dosg. Sit! Heal. Eat this! Don't eat that! | can't take it anymore. It's
no fun being a dos. | hate it. | wish | were never born! The fellow
interrupts the dog and tells him with a sense of outrage, "All | asked you
to do was fetch." The dog answers back with surprise, "Ohhhhhh! |
thought you said "Kvetch'.

Sukkos is referred to in our liturgy as "the time of our happiness". How
do we celebrate? We leave our lovely homes and sit exposed to the
elements in little boxes. We are commanded by the Torah; "and you
should rejoice with your holiday and be only happy!"

Maybe the story is not so simplistic and the joke not so (as we say in
viddlish) "farfetched". It's very easy to be focused on what's missing in
life; to give special recognition to the cruel and heartless; to the
unfinished business of history and history of business. Even more so
these days we need a way to regain a sense of optimism. How about 7
days in "a happiness box" to see what's right in G-d's world. Hearing
clearly the commandment as it is pronounced is a critical point. No
where does it say, "kvetch'!

We all know how we can feel sometimes and how it creates a
contagion of negativity. Therefore we hung two signs in our sukkah. One
upon entering reads, "You are entering a no kvetching zone". The other
posted prominently reads, "Don't even think of kvetching in the sukkah!"
The Vilna Gaon called this the hardest mitzvah in the Torah to fulffill. So,
don't expect it to happen with a simple story, a bad joke, by reciting an
imperative verse, or by hanging a humorous sign but it sure is a good
beginning.

Moving Fast Into The Garden

The Midrash relates that bringing together the “arba’ah minim” - four
species on Succos, represents the notion that all of Bnei Yisroel are one
and should be viewed as such regardless of their level of commitment
to Judaism. The “esrog” - citron has both a taste and a fragrance, thus
representing those amongst Bnei Yisroel who possess Torah
knowledge and good deeds. The “lulav” - palmbranch, which lacks
fragrance but has a taste contained in the dates produced by the palm
tree, depicts those Jews who possess Torah knowledge but lack good
deeds. The “hadas” - myrtle branch possesses a fragrance but lacks a
taste, reflecting those Jews who practice good deeds but do not
engase in the study of Torah.The “aravah” - willow branch has neither a
taste nor a fragrance, representing those amongst Bnei Yisroel who have
no Torah knowledge and do not engage in good deeds.

We do not use the dates produced by the palm in the performance of
the mitzva, rather the branch of the tree, which is tasteless. Therefore,
why s the lulav branch considered to have a taste?

Citing the Maharil, the Ramah teaches that we should begin building a
Succah as soon as Yom Kippur concludes, thereby moving immediately
from the fulfilment of one mitzva to the fulfilment of another.Why must
we move immediiately to the mitzva of Succah rather than charity, Torah
studly, or any other mitzva?

The Talmud derives the laws pertaining to the construct of the Succah
from the clouds which arose from the Garden of Eden.What is the
connection between the Garden of Eden and the Succah? The Talmud
relates that when Bnei Yisroel received the Torah on Shavuos, they
reached the level of Adam prior to the sin in the Garden of Eden.
However, when they committed the sin of the Golden Calf, Bnei Yisroel
returned to the level of Adam after he was banished from the Garden
for having eaten from the Tree of Knowledge. On Yom Kippur Bnei
Yisroel received atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf, and they
should have gone into Eretz Yisroel, built the Beis Hamikdash, and once
again attained that special closeness with Hashem. However, instead

Rabbi Yochanan Zweig (Torah.org)
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they committed the sin of the spies which resulted in the death of that
entire generation.

Succos represents the time period when, after having received
atonement on Yom Kippur, we enter the Garden of Eden, i.e. the
Succah. This is the reason why the construct and decor of the Succah,
as well as the four species which we are commanded to take in it are
made to resemble a garden. Immediately after Yom Kippur we are
preoccupied with building the Succah, displaying our desire to attain
this elevated level of closeness with Hashem by joining him in the
Garden of Eden.

The Midrash teaches that one of the characteristics of the Garden of
Eden was that the bark of the fruit trees tasted of the fruit.5 Taking the
branch of the palm tree to represent the taste of the dates is reflective
of the notion that we are recreating our existence in the Garden of
Eden. This is the reason for the custom to bless the lulav in a Sukkah.
The lulavin the Garden of Eden has the required symbolism.
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Can you identify which of these Esrogim are

Kosher or Posul ... and why?
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