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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Mark Duman on the occasion of the birth of

a daughter.

Mazel Tov to Family Waxman on the occasion of the Bar Mitzva of

Moishe in Israel during Chol HaMoed.

Anyone interested in ordering Hoshanos should please complete

the form which is available in Shul now.

oiliyaz aexir

A reminder to make an before both sets of days of

Yom Tov.

oiliyaz aexir

Parking Reminder
Please be considerate with where you park, both within the Shul

car park and outside. Bear in mind that over Succos there will be

buggies trying to get into Shul and hence please do not block the

path at either side of the Shul building.

Book Your Hoshanos

Learn to Love from the LULOV! Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

I merited a unique peak behind the scenes a few years back that

helped to concretize an old idea that I had been carrying around for

some time. It was one of those rare snowy winters in Jerusalem. A

remarkable eighteen inches fell in one day, and the most beautiful city

was ever more elegant dressed in white.

Early the next morning was a feast for photographers. A friend of mine

pointed out something I may have otherwise missed. The wet snow

weighed down the large leaves of the palm trees, and there it was in

the center, like a finger pointing to the heavens was a single LULOV.

Click! I took a picture and gained an insight. The letters of the word

LULOV can be deconstructed into two words, LO- To Him (HASHEM)

LEV-is Heart. This is the essence of what we hope to accomplish by

taking the four species on Sukkos to dedicate, to point our hearts

heavenward.

Each of the species, our sages tell us, represents a different organ of
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Shacharis 7.20am/9.30am
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Shacharis 6.40am/8.30am
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Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 6.48pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am
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ziy`xa zay

Mincha followed by the

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur

5.43pm
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human anatomy. The Esrog resembles the heart, the Lulov- the spine,

the Hadassim the eyes and the Aravos the lips. Not only is the year a

new year but so are we. Therefore after begging for life on Rosh

HaShana and Yom Kippur we step out onto the soil of a brand new year

with more than symbols picked from the garden of our inspiration, with

a new heart filled with fresh feelings of devotion, and new spine

focusing our newly found direction and with a clean eyes and pure lips

with which to see and express ourselves.

The Mishne in Tractate Sukkah tells us that a Lulov that is stolen or dry is

no good. A Lulov has to be yours as prescribed by the verse, “And you

should take for yourself on the first day…” If it is somebody else’s

devotion that we are emulating and it is not our own then it is lacking in

authenticity. If it is dry, a mere leftover from last year, a frozen

institutionalized remnant or a souvenir of better years it doesn’t qualify.

The Mishne continues to inform us that if is from a tree that was

worshipped or a city that indulged in idolatry it is also invalid. If our new

found inspiration emanates from a decrepit source, that also

disqualifies it.

If the head is chopped off or the leaves removed it is invalidated. If the

leaves are spread apart, a little scattered that OK but Rabbi Yehuda says

that we should bind them from above. If we are acting without our

heads altogether impulsive or compulsive or in a way that we are

divorced from our source, those are sufficient grounds to disqualify

but if our problem is a lack of focus that’s normal and passable but

Rabbi Yehuda says, “Get it together!” We can learn an awful lot from its

laws and its natural pose, but Most of all we can learn to love from the

LULOV.

The Talmud in Tractate Avodah Zarah talks about the future. It details for

us a scenario that will occur after the final redemption, when the G-d of

the Jews and His Torah are known and accepted by all of mankind. The

entire world will see the great reward meted to the small nation that

endured an incessant exile while following the Torah scrupulously.

Then the idol-worshippers from other nations will line up before G-d

and complain, "what about us?" Had we been given the Torah we, too,

would surely have kept it! Why are you only rewarding the Jewish

people?" The Talmud tells us that G-d makes a deal. "All right," He tells

them. "I'll give you one easy mitzvah. If you observe it correctly, fine.

However, if you do not, then your complaints are meaningless.

The Talmud tells us He will give them the mitzvah of Sukkah. G-d will

then take out the sun in all its glory and the protection of the Sukkah will

be no match for its rays. These idol-worshippers, predicts the Talmud,

will kick the walls of the Sukkah and flee in disgust.

There are many mitzvos in the Torah. 613 to be exact. And there are

quite a number of difficult ones. Some are conducive to despair and

disheartenment without a broiling sun. Why, then, was the mitzvah of

Sukkah chosen to be the cause celebre that differentiates our

commitment to that of an idolator?

Just Desserts (& the Penultimate Correction)!
Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Rabbi Paysach Krohn, in his first book of the Magid Series tells the

story of a Reb Avraham who was about to enter a restaurant one

late spring afternoon. Upon entering, he noticed a familiar

vagrant Jew, known to all as Berel the beggar, meandering

outside.

Reb Berel, rumor had it, was a formidable Torah scholar back in

the old country, but had his life shattered physically and

emotionally by Nazi atrocities. He was a recluse, no one knew

exactly where or how he lived: but he bothered no one, and not

too many people bothered with him.

Reb Avraham asked the loner to join him for a meal. He was about

to make a business trip up to Binghamton and figured that he

might as well prepare for the trip with more than a hot meal - he

would begin it with a good deed.
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Reb Berel gladly accepted the offer; however, when it came time

to order, he asked for nothing more than two baked apples and a

hot tea. Reb Avraham's prodding could do nothing to increase

the poor man's order. "All I need are two baked apples and a

steaming tea," he insisted.

Reb Avraham's trip to Binghamton was uneventful until the rain

and the darkness began to fall almost simultaneously. As if

dancing in step, the darker it got, the heavier the deluge fell. All

Reb Avraham remembered was the skidding that took him over

the divider and into oncoming traffic on Route 17 in Harriman,

New York. He came to shortly after two tow trucks had pulled his

wrecked car from a ditch and lifted him to safety. Refusing

hospitalization, he was driven to a nearby motel that was owned

by the Friedmans, a Jewish couple who were readying the place

for the summer migrations.

Mr. Friedman saw the battered Reb Avraham and quickly

prepared a comfortable room for him. His wife quickly prepared

a little something for him to eat. She brought it out to a shocked

and bewildered Reb Avraham. On her serving tray were two

baked apples and a glass of steaming tea.

When the Jews left Egypt, they had nothing to look at in the vast desert

but faith. They built simple huts, almost in declaration: "Hashem we will

do ours, we are sure You will do yours." And those simple huts, those

Sukkos, protected them from the heat, the cold, the wind, and the

unknown. Hashem tells the prophet Jeremiah to tell his folk, "I

remember the kindness of your youth as you followed Me in an

unsowed desert." (Jeremiah 2:2)

Perhaps when the final redemption arrives, it will again be the simple

Sukkah that will stand as the protectorate and advocate of the People

who stood for 2,000 years in the face of idolators, who invited the

Jews to join them... or die. So, when we enter the Sukkah this year, let us

remember that it is only a small Sukkah stop on a long journey home.

And when we arrive there, the Sukkah will be there once again to greet

us as it was more than 3,300 years ago in the Sinai Desert. After all, it's

nice to be served at the end of a 2,000-year-long journey with just

desserts.

"You shall dwell in Sukkos for seven days; every member of Israel shall

dwell in Sukkos. In order that you know, for all generations, that I placed

the Children of Israel to dwell in Sukkos, when I took them out of the

Land of Egypt; I am HaShem your G-d." [23:32-33]

In what "Sukkos," or booths, did G-d place the Children of Israel? Rashi

(Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki) quotes from the Talmud: this refers to the

Clouds of Glory, which surrounded and protected the Jewish nation

during their forty years in the desert.

The holiday of Sukkos reminds us that we are not self-reliant. This is the

time of year when people pack up and move inside, and (in agricultural

communities) celebrate their good harvest -- like Thanksgiving in the

United States. At exactly this time, G-d tells us that we must move out of

our homes, and live underneath an all-natural, unfinished roof that

doesn't even fully block the sun. Sukkos is a great equalizer -- whether

rich or poor, we are all living under the same incomplete roof of

"schach."

Instead of celebrating our good fortune, or worrying about a bad

crop, we celebrate our unique relationship with HaShem and the

protection which He gives us. Like the Jews in the desert, surrounded

by the Clouds of Glory, we declare that it is not our houses, our own

resources, which sustain us.

While we were sitting in his Sukkah, Rabbi Moshe Silberberg pointed

out the following: when the sun is shining, and everything is bright, then

we look up -- and it doesn't seem as if there is too much schach. It is

there, but we do not recognize it so much. But at night, when things are

dark -- that's when you look up, and you really see the schach.

The Great Equalizer Rabbi Yaakov Menken (Torah.org)



In the best of times, and even more so in the worst, may we always

merit to recognize G-d's protection!

There are few descriptive verses in the Torah that defines the evil-

inclination. Many of them appear in Sefer Braishis. After all, if Hashem

created man with a Yetzer Horah (evil-inclination) then man ought to

have the formula to defeat it. In fact, after Kayin fails by offering an

inferior sacrifice, Hashem guides him by revealing something about the

enemy - the Yetzer Horah. "Surely, if you improve you can carry him (the

Yetzer Horah), and if you do not improve, he crouches at your door

and his desire is toward you. But you can rule over him!" (Genesis 4:7)

The two sides seem to lack a study in contrast. If you improve you will

carry him, but if not he will wait for you, he will desire to get you -but

you will rule over him! It seems that the Yetzer Horah is defeated both

ways. Even if you are not able to carry him and he crouches in ambush,

you still can overrule him. Shouldn't the negative have stated, "and if

you do not improve, he crouches at your door, his desire is toward you

and he will rule over you"? In a recent volume about the life of Rabbi

Ahron Moshe Stern, the Mashgiach of the Kaminetz (not related to

Kamenetzky) Yeshiva in Jerusalem, I saw an amazing story about Reb

Naftali Trop, the Rosh Yeshiva of the Chofetz Chaim's Yeshiva in Radin.

There was an itinerant Jew who had visited Radin and had earned a

reputation as a thief. This particular individual had stolen from the very

people who had invited him in as a guest in their homes. Word got out

that he had stolen, and the next time he came to Radin, no one invited

him into their homes - except Reb Naftali Trop.

Upon hearing of the offer of hospitality, some of the prominent

members of the community approached Reb Naftali. "The man you

invited is a thief! Last time he was here he walked off with some of his

hosts valuables. You mustn't have him sleep in your home!"

Reb Naftali did not react. "The Torah tells us that a thief must pay a fine

for his actions. It does not tell us that a thief should not be invited to eat

or sleep. I have a responsibility to invite guests. If I am afraid that they

may steal, well, that's my problem. I guess I must arrange to make sure

that all my valuables are guarded. However, my fears can in no way

relieve me of my responsibility to shelter my fellow Jew."

The Torah's message to Kayin is twofold. You can get the Yetzer Horah

out of your way completely. You can carry him. You can place him out

of your path and lift him out of sight. But that may not work for all of us.

Those who cannot rise to that level and have the Yetzer Horah in our

doorways constantly still may not give up hope. He may be lying in

ambush but we can not ignore him. We must deal with him. If it means

channeling your anger against evil - so be it. If it means steering an

improper stinginess, channel that attribute to those times when

splurging unnecessarily is uncalled for.

The Torah is telling us that when the Yetzer Horah is part of our lives we

must deal with him. We never have an excuse by saying that the desires

were too great and insurmountable. If we let him in the door we have

to make sure that we are able to fulfill the mitzvos in spite of his

presence.

The mussar luminaries used to comment: The Talmud tells us that our

matriarch Rachel warned Yaakov about the deceptive shenanigans that

her father Lavan was wont to perform. Yaakov responded by saying, "I

am his equal in the ability to deceive."

The question that was raised is simple. "Where did Yaakov learn to be

so crafty?" The answer that they gave was that when dealing with a

Yetzer Horah, one must be wily too. Yaakov learned from the trials of life

how to deal with the most clever and cunning of men.

If you tame the beast correctly, he may crouch and wait for you. But

you will rule over him. And you will learn to use his resources for your

gain.

Dealing with the Enemy Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
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