
Surrounded by Mirrors Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

The city gates swing open, and a solitary man walks out, carrying a

bundle of food and personal belonging on his shoulder. The gates

swing shut behind him. He walks to a secluded spot, puts down his

things and sits down to contemplate his fate in the solitude of his

isolation. As we take a closer look, we notice strange skin lesions that

resemble leprosy. Who is this man, and why has he been banished to

sit in isolation outside the city? And why does he have lesions on his

skin?

This man is called a metzora. The lesions, called tzoraas, are not caused

by toxins or microbes. Rather, they are a physical manifestation of a

spiritual malaise. Our Sages tell us that a person who gossips and

slanders other people is afflicted with tzoraas, and as we read in this

week’s Torah portion, he must go into isolation until it fades away.

Why isolation? the commentators want to know. Wouldn’t it have been

better for him to deal with the problems of his character in the

company of his friends and loved ones? Wouldn’t their emotional and

moral support help him overcome his malicious inclinations?

Furthermore, the Torah states, “Impure, impure, he shall call out.” What

is the significance of the repetition of the word impure? Why wouldn’t

once suffice?

The commentators explain that our attitudes toward other people are

always a reflection of our own level of spirituality and refinement. We

see ourselves in others. People of good will and magnanimous spirit

will always view others in the most favorable light. They will attribute
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos No later than 7.28pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.30pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm / 7.31pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur Following 2nd Mincha
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Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 7.30pm (Shabbos 7.41pm)

only the best motives to the actions of other people. Mean-spirited

people, on the other hand, are surrounded by mirrors. They always

view others with suspicion and disdain, and they automatically assume

that others look at them in the same negative way.

This is the implicit meaning of the statement, “Impure, impure, he shall

call out.” The impure person sees himself in others and calls out,

“Impure!”

A person afflicted with tzoraas because he accused other people of

improper behavior is most probably guilty of those same offenses

himself. He knows what evil things he himself would do in certain

situation and therefore he assumes everyone else would do the same.

The company of others is like poison to such a person, because he sees

every person he encounters through the malignant filter of his own

debased personality and character. Therefore, the Torah decrees, it is

better that he sit in isolation and contemplate what he has become. It is

better that he face the harsh reality that he is unworthy of human

company. In this way, he will be perhaps take stock of himself and

decide to make fundamental changes.

A man sought the advice of a great sage about a problem he was
having with his son. “How do I improve my relationship with my
son? I try to show him how I care about him by giving him many
compliments. I compliment his schoolwork, his behavior at home,
his singing, everything. But he always accuses me of insincerity.
‘You just saying it, but you don’t really mean it,’ he says. What
should I do?”

“The problem, my friend,” said the sage, “is that your son does
not see the good in other people. Therefore, when you say you
see good in him, he doesn’t believe it. Spend more time pointing
out to him all the goodness you see in other people. Once he sees
that, he will believe that others may see goodness in him.”
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Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 8.36pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.40pm

7.20amWednesday / Friday
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Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on the occasion of the

engagement of their son, Moshe Chaim to Malka Weisbart.

The Kehilla is invited to the Vort which will take place from 3.30 -

5.30pm in Shul on Sunday afternoon.

A reminder that the Children’s Shabbos group takes place this

week.

The Shabbos Mevorchin Kiddush takes place after Davenning on

Shabbos. As yet there is no sponsor for the Kiddush, anyone

interested should please speak to Dov or Chizky.

The first of two Shiurim for Ladies on the Halachos of Pesach takes

place this Sunday evening from 8.30 - 9.00pm.

Please note we are now on Summer times for Minyanim. Therefore,

most weeks we Daven Mincha on Erev Shabbos at 7.30pm.

Shabbos Mincha is at 6.00pm and the second Minyan is an hour

and five minutes before Nacht, followed by the Rov’s Mishnayos

Shiur.

Children’s Shabbos Group

Kiddush This Shabbos

Ladies Pesach Shiurim

Times of Minyanim

7.10amMonday / Thursday

rixfz zyxt zay ycgd zyxt, oqip oikxan

7.00amTuesday yceg y`x



www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk

1. How many ‘days of purification’ does a woman have after

giving birth to a daughter?

2. Which three symptoms, individually, make a fully

?

3. Which two colours could be on a (boil) which

has healed?

4. What causes a ?

5. Where could you find a ?

6. Assuming that his is covered over, how would you

recognise a ?

7. If the has left a , what can then be done?

H. What will only be open on , (and )?

zrxv rbp

`nh

zrxv oigy

dekn

wzp

zrxv

rxevn

zrxv cba

zay ycg y`x aeh mei

rixfz zyxt

In our own lives, we often encounter people who relish speaking ill of

others. First of all, we must not accept slander at face value. Most

probably, it is a reflection of the deficiencies of the talebearers

themselves. And even when such people victimize us, we should not

react with anger and retaliation. As long as we maintain our high

standards, as long we do not stoop to the level of our detractors, we

can take comfort in the knowledge that it is not us that these people are

seeing but themselves.

The Torah’s concept of cleanliness and uncleanliness, of purity and

defilement, differs greatly from our ordinarily accepted notions and

definitions. We appreciate the necessity for physical cleanliness. So

does the Torah. Having a clean body is one of the prerequisites for

acceptable prayer and performance of any of the mitzvoth. It is also

part of our requirement to honor our bodies and to show respect and

consideration for other human beings as well.

But that is not the thrust of the cleanliness and purity that the Torah

indicates in this week’s parsha. The Torah speaks of a type of

uncleanliness of spirit and soul that somehow manifests itself physically.

This type of spiritual uncleanliness stems from human behavior that

violates Torah principles and values – especially evil speech.

This type of behavior sullies our souls. In Biblical times the physical

effects of such behavior could literally be seen on one’s body. Painful

and ignominious as the skin eruption was, it had a positive result of

warning one as to the consequences of one’s negative behavior and

speech.

The Priest's Supreme Task: Diagnosing Spiritually
Damaged Souls Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

In our time this physical manifestation and warning is no longer present.

But the dreadful process of damaging our souls by such behavior and

speech continues to apply even today. We say in our prayers daily that

the Lord granted us at the beginning of our lives a soul that was pure.

When we return it to our Maker we should try to return it as close to its

original state as possible. That is in effect what the entire parsha of Tazria

is about.

The task entrusted to the kohein was to somehow assess the damage, if

any, done to the soul. He had the expertise to be able to do so simply

by examining the physical body of the person. It was one of the gifts of

the kohein. He possessed such an ability to discern spiritual damage

from viewing external symptoms. Apparently a holy person is able to do

so.

Legend has it that the famed ARI (Rabbi Isaac Luria of sixteenth century

Safed) was able to tell a person what one’s sins and spiritual defects

were simply by looking at the person’s face. Legend also tells us that,

because of this power, people rarely visited or conversed with him. We

are reticent to know the real truth about ourselves and the state of our

souls.

In Biblical times the Lord, so to speak, forced us by physical symptoms to

come to the kohein and confront our true spiritual state. This was a

blessing, albeit in disguise, for it allowed for the necessary diagnosis that

could eventually lead to spiritual repair, improvement and advancement.

This is the supreme task of the kohein in helping others achieve their

betterment. It was therefore a spiritual experience of advancement for

the kohein as well. Helping others always helps to cleanse one’s soul and

advance one’s spirit.


