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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Paul Delmote on the occasion of the [I'TD
|2an of their son this week.

Daf HaYomi Coming to Shul

We are delighted to shortly welcome the Daf HaYomi Shiur by
Rabbi YCD Cohen to Ohr Yerushalayim, starting on 7th May. See the
back page for details.

Building Work at Shul

Please note that in the coming week there will be some building
work taking place in Shul. On Monday the rear Shiur room (nearest
the foyer) will be out of bounds. On Tuesday and Wednesday
they will be working in the Ezras Noshim so please avoid that area.

New Choshen Mishpot Shiur

Announcing a new interactive Shiur on Choshen Mishpot to be
given by Rabbi Yosef Ahron Royde Shlita.

The Shiur will take place every Sunday morning from 10:30 -
11:20, starting this Sunday, 29th April. The Shiur will discuss
business and monetary scenarios.

Just come along this Sunday and bring a VDWN [WIN Y N7V,
'Y N'D. For more information please contact Eli Weider or Dovid

Nissenbaum.
I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

Decision Making Process of the Kohein

Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

One of the more interesting points to note in this week’s parhsiyot is
the fact that the Torah places the entire determination of purity or
impurity in the decision making process of the kohein — the priest
before whom the afflicted person appears. He alone decides the
matter of the person’s fate. And even though the Torah does describe
for the kohein the standards and methods of diagnosis of the disease, it
ultimately leaves the decision up to the kohein himself.

The kohein’s determination of the matter ultimately is but a subjective
one. Itis the kohein who creates the impurity within the person afflicted
and not, so to speak, the disease and its symptoms itself. This is truly a
remarkable and necessary insight into the mystery of tzoraas
particularly and halacha generally.

Though there are always rules, structures and limitations that govern the
halachic decision making process, the ultimate decision on the
particular matter in question rests in the subjective mind and hands of
the halachic decisor himself. So that within the objective standards set
by the Torah in halachic matters and issues, there is always space left for
human thousht, intuition and creativity. The person, gsarment or building
is not impure until and unless the kohein declares it to be so. It is the
kohein’s declaration that decides the issue and that declaration
emanating from human lips like all human decisions and declarations is
of necessity a subjective one.

Over all of the centuries of Jewish life and law there has been general

agreement regarding the outlines — the so-called objective standards -
of Jewish law, tradition and halacha. But there has always been differing
opinions amongst the scholars regarding the actual details of
implementing those general principles. This is because the Torah itself
allows for human participation in the halachic process, for the debates
and arguments that constantly construct and amplify the halachic
process.

Many a great decisor and scholar in Jewish law has admitted to the fact
that his intuition and/or bent of mind influenced his final decision. This
thought process is then broadened further by the Jewish tradition and
idea that human intuition in halachic matters is enhanced by aid from
Heaven. "The Lord is with him” — the halacha is according to his opinion
inall matters, is the succinct way that the Talmud phrased this idea.

A personwho is devoted to Torah ideals and lives them in practice, and
who is possessed of great Torah scholarship, suoconsciously obtains a
holy intuition that guides him in his decision making process. The Torah
allows and indeed encourages human participation and its attendant
subjectivity in the halachic decision making process. But it also will help
that subjectivity to arrive at a correct decision on the matter at hand.

The Torah inherently promises the kohein that his subjective decision on
the matter of purity or impurity at hand before him will be adjudicated
correctly. This idea has been the under pinning of the halachic process
of Judaism throughout the ages from the time of Sinai forward.

Kohen ... Kohen... GONE! RrabbiMordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Parshas Tazria deals primarily with the physio-spirtual plague that affects
gossips and rumor mongers with the plague of tzora'as. Tzora'as
appears as a white lesion on various parts of the body, and the status of
the afflicted depends on its shade of white, its size, and its
development. The afflicted does not go to a medical clinic nor does he
enter a hospital. If afflicted he is quarantined and then reevaluated; if
condemned he is sent out of the Jewish camp until he heals, a sign that
he has repented his slanderous ways. A physician or medical expert
does not evaluate him. In fact, the entire ordeal is evaluated,

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 6.35pm /7.30pm
Candle Lighting and Shabbos no earlier than 7.00pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

{7 N7 9Io 9.9%am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm / 8.27pm
Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 9.32pm

Sunday 7.15am / 8.20am
Monday / Thursday 6.45am /7.10am
Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am
Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  6.45pm / 7.30pm
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1. What is a n'nn?

9. What must be done if a j7nma has not changed in a week?
3. Why does a yinx have to sit on his own?

4. Why does a purifying yaxn have to use 1x yy?

5. Where does the [n> put the oil on the yxn, if the blood has
been wiped away?

6. How long does a person have to sleep in a house with nyny,
before his clothes (he is wearing) become xpv?

7. What does b1 o mean”?
H. Why did the owwnixn have a conscience?

reevaluated, determined, and executed by non-other than the Kohen.
Moreover, the Torah does not keep that detail a secret. In the 47 verses
that discuss bodily affliction of tzora'as, the Kohen is mentioned no less
than 45 times! "He shall be brought to the Kohen," "The Kohen shall
look", "The Kohen shall declare him contaminated," "The Kohen shall
quarantine him," "The Kohen shall declare him pure" (Leviticus 13:1-47).

Why must the Torah include the Kohen's involvement in every aspect of
the process? More so, why does the Torah mention the Kohen's
involvement in almost every verse? Would it not been well enough to
have one encompassing edict: "The entire process is supervised and
executed according to the advice of the Kohen."

The parents of a retarded child entered the study of Rabbi
Shlomo Auerbach. They decided to place their child in a special
school in which he would live; the question was which one.

"Have you asked the boy where he would like to go?" asked the
sage. The parents were dumbfounded.

"Our child cannot be involved in the process! He hasn't the
capacity to understand," explained the father.

Reb Shlomo Zalman was not moved. "You are sinning against your
child. You are removing him from his home, placing him in a
foreign environment, and you don't even consult with the child?
He will feel helpless and betrayed - I'd like to talk to him."

The couple quickly went home and brought the boy to the Torah
sage.

"My name is Shlomo Zalman," smiled the venerable scholar.
"What's yours?"

“Akiva."

"Akiva," exclaimed Rabbi Auerbach, "l am one of the leading Torah

sages in the world and many people discuss their problems with
me. Now, | need your help.

"You are about to enter a special school, and | need a
representative to look after all the religious matters in the school.

Ohr Yerushalayimiis delighted to welcome
the very popular Daf HaYomi Shiur by Rabbi
YCD Cohenito our Beis HaMedrash

The Shiur will start Meseches Kinim on

Monday 7th May and takes place from
6.45-7.45pm followed by Mincha & Maariv
(no Shiur onShabbos)

With less than three months to the Siyum
HaShas, it’s a great time tojoin!

Call 07711256 778 for further details

| would like to give you semicha, making you my official
Rabbinical representative. You can freely discuss any issue with
me whenever you want."

Reb Shlomo Zalman gave the boy a warm handshake and hug. The
boy entered the school and flourished. In fact, with the great
feeling of responsibility, he rarely wanted to leave the school,
even for a weekend; after all, who would take care of any
questions that would arise?

Part of the metzorah's (leper's) healing process is dismissal from the
Jewish camp. However, it is a delicate ordeal, one wrought with
trauma, pain, and emotional distress. The Kohen, a man of peace, love,
and compassion must be there for every part of the process. He must
be there to guide him through the tense incubation period as well as
his dismissal. Moreover, he is there again to ease him back into society.

The Torah teaches us, perhaps more than 50 times, that every traumatic
decision needs spiritual guidance. It can turn a cold-hearted
punishment into a process of spiritual redemption. It can turn a tough,
seemingly dispassionate decision into a beautiful experience.

For when the Kohen holds your hand, even if it is a stricken one, even if
you may be leaving for somewhere outside the camp, you are
definitely not gone.

I Need To Be Heard

The Talmud teaches that each of the Kohain Gadol's sarments atoned
for a particular transgression. Concerning the "'me'il" - the robe with
bells attached to its hem, the Torah states, "It must be on Aharon when
he ministers so that its sound be heard when he enters the Sanctuary."
The Talmud records that the me'il atoned for "Lashon Harah" - evil
speech; "Let the garment of sound atone for the sin of sound."[1] In a
similar vein, Rashi cites the Talmud which explains the use of birds in the
Metzorah's purification process in the following manner: "Let the one
who violates the transgression of sound bring as an atonement the
animal that makes sound i.e. the bird."[2] Why is Lashon Harah being
described as a sin of sound? Should the focus of the transgression be
onits decibel level rather than on its contents?

The Rambam records that the person who listens to Lashon Harah is
more accountable than the person who speaks it.[3] Why should that
be so?

In order to answer the aforementioned questions, we must gain some
insight into the motivation of the Ba'al Lashon Harah. Every person has a
deep need to validate his existence. The two ways in which people
attempt to meet this need are either internally, by fulfiling their
potential, or by putting down others, which gives them a false sense of
superiority. The Ba'al Lashon Harah does not measure himself by his
own potential, rather in relation to others. Therefore, in order to assert
himself in the public eye, he needs to put others down. Lashon Harah is
not as much a personal attack on an individual as it is the Ba'al Lashon
Harah's need to assert himself. He needs to be heard. Therefore, the
Talmud describes Lashon Harah as a sin of sound. It is important for a
victim of Lashon Harah to realize the driving force behind Lashon
Harah; this allows for a greater chance of reconciliation. He needs to
understand that he just happened to be the vehicle through which the
Ba'al Lashon Harah was asserting himself.

When a person measures himself in relation to others, he needs a
forum in which his words will be accepted, for if no one will listen to
him, he cannot attain the feeling of superiority which he seeks.
Therefore, the person who listens is violating an even greater
transgression than the speaker, for he is providing the forum in which
the Ba'al Lashon Harah can assert himself.

This disease of measuring ourselves vis-a-vis others has spread
throughout contemporary society. Competition has become the only
way by which we measure ourselves. This is an extremely destructive
tool, for it suppresses the ability to measure ourselves by who we
really are. There is no emphasis on fulfilling our potential, for reward is
meted out based upon success measured by our victory over one
another, rather than the extent to which we have fulfilled our potential.

Rabbi Yochanan Zweig (Torah.org)
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