
Prophetic Words Jonny Berkowitz

1936 and a young girl overheard a sharp exchange by her Father to one

of her older siblings… 'When you come to find me, you will have to

come with a light!'……….

In the beginning words of the Sedra, the Bnei Yisroel are told to take the

Shemen Zayis Zoch for lighting the Menorah. If you extract only the

choicest Shemen “shin” “mem” “nun”, gematria 390, from the Zayis,

gematria 417, the result is likely to be Zoch , gematria 27!!

Concerning the 2 Avnei Shoham and the 12 names of the Shevotiim,

the Posuk says “And you shall take the 2 Avnei Shoham and engrave

upon them the names of the Bnei Yisroel and the names of the 6

remaining ones”

The Sefer Gan Raveh poses the question of the Rashba, that 'half a

quantity' is not called 'remaining!' So what is inferred by the expression

in the Posuk?

Divrei Chanoch explains that in the Sefer Imrei Shefer in Shemini, when

Moshe speaks to Aaron, Elazar & Itamar 'the remaining sons', that a Rav

Shmelke poses this same question of the Rashba. Simply put… 2-died,

2-were left, the remaining 2 is half, so why use the expression

'remaining'? In Shemini the question is answered by realising that Nadav

was a Bechor and was therefore due a double portion, leaving the

balance 3:2 and the licence to use the expression 'remaining'. In our

Parsha, Reuven was on the first stone and he was a Bechor. Now if you

want to say…..that as the Rambam suggests in Vayechi or as Sefer Chut

Shel Torah on Vayeshev states, that Yacov considered Yosef as 2 sons

(through his overwhelming love for him) and therefore the Bechorah

was taken from Reuven and given to Yosef in all its status…. then on this

possible refutation, the Rambam in Hil' Kli Kodesh states that Yosef was

also on the first stone. So now it follows that whichever way one wants

to hold of the Bechorah, either by Reuven or by Yosef, they were both

on the first of the 2 stones! It now further follows (as seen in Shemini) ,
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Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on their grandson,

Bar Mitzvah last Shabbos, in London.

Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on their grandaughter,

Chasunah this coming week, in Glasgow.

Mazel Tov to Judge & Mrs Elliot Knopf on the birth of a

grandaughter in London

There will be a second leining of at 2.00pm after the

first Minyan for Mincha.

The building is coming along very nicely, Boruch Hashem, and we

are hoping to hold the Chanukas HaBayis and the Siyum HaShas

Dinner shortly after Pesach so please remember to continue to learn

your designated section of Gemora if you have not already.
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Mincha 5.31pm
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that by applying a double portion to either Reuven or Yosef written on

the first stone, the balance comes out as 7:6, thereby allowing the use

of the expression 'remaining' to be given to the last 6 names.

The Vilna Gaon in Peninim al Hashulchan, singles out from the words in

the Posuk U'fitachta Olov Pituchay Chosom 'Kodesh L'Hashem' the word

“Chosam” making of it the following

In Gemoro Taanis (2a) Rav Yochanan tells of 3 keys… of Life, of Rain and

of Techiyas Hamasim that are in the hands of Hakodosh Boruch Hu and

not given over to a Shaliach. If one looks at the word Chosam that is

made up of Ches/Soff/Mem, then it comes out from the Posuk that

Ches=Chayah, Soff=Techiyas Hamasim and Mem-=Mo'tar are all

'Kodesh l'Hashem' i.e. not given over to anyone else.

Oil does not mix with other liquids, so too Bnei Yisroel should not mix

with other nations. We can learn from the Bigday Kehunoh, that our

choices of clothing should match the description of Bnei Yisroel as a

Mamleches Kohanim v'Goy Kodosh. The Darchei Mussar writes that in

Gemora Zevochim, a report is given where Huna-b- Noson visited a

non-Jewish king who adjusted Huna-b-Noson's attire for him, quoting

to him Mamleches Kohanim v'Goy Kodosh, as the reason for improving

his overall appearance. The conclusion of the Darchei Mussar is that if a

non-Jewish king recognises the status of a Jew and his dress code, then

we should all endeavour to emulate this status by our choice of dress.

I heard from Rav Aronson in 'Start Your Day the Torah Way' that a

question is posed on 'V'yikchu Eilecho'. Why did the Torah tell us to take

the Shemen Zayis Zoch to Moshe? It would have been more

appropriate to take/show it to a chemical analyst! The answer lies in the

very taking it to consult with Moshe! Not surprisingly a parallel is found in

the Megiloh when Mordechai instructs the Bnei Yisroel not to go to the
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Question the following answers!
£5 prize for the most original questions

(My opinion is final J.S.)

1) The Achastronim
2) Beemay Matisyohu

a) Find a 5-word phrase which comes three times in

one posuk

b) Where else in the Torah does this phenomenon

occur?

dl weqt dk wxt

`k weqt fl wxt ldwiein

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk

epax dyn

epax dyn

’s name is not mentioned in this

Parsha

a) Which other Sedras in the Torah also do

not mention ?

b) In each Sedra, why not?

Here is this week's brainteaser based on the sedra:

Answer Next Week ...
Last Week’s Answer

Omain must not be "snatched" or "orphaned" (see
diagram), too short or too long.

DID YOU KNOW?

Answering Omain (Part 1)

We want our tefillos to be accepted so it's best to perform them correctly. For details please ask the Rov `Šhily

®

feast of Achashverosh. You may ask 'why?' the best Hechsherim were

on display!! The Gemoro in Shabbos tells us, that when Rashbi came out

of his seclusion and deep learning after several years, he wanted to

mark the occasion with an improvement for the inhabitants of Eretz

Yisroel. There was a road that Kohanim had to detour around, under

which a dead body was buried with its' exact location hidden from the

local knowledge. Rashbi (Godol Hador) located and temporarily raised

the body for all to mark the spot, thereby alleviating the problem of the

hidden Tumoh.

Back into the Megiloh and Mordechai ( Godol Hador) knew that behind

the feast, with its' glossy surface and pretence at being 'Kosher v'Yosher'

lay a Tumoh of the highest degree, ready to destroy the essence of the

Bnei Yisroel.

Back into the Sedra, because Moshe was the Godol Hador, receiving

the true direction for Am Yisroel direct from HKBH, it was only correct

that anything to do with the service in the Mishkon and all other aspects

of life, received a Hechsher directly from Moshe Rabeinu It is clear that

following the direction and listening to the advice of our Rabonim is

prevalent even in our generation.

1968 ……32 years on and the young girl, now a grown woman with

her family, returns to the place of both her Parents' Kevorim on Har

Hazasim, only to find the whole place in heart-rending devastation.

Phone calls and contacts are made to locate the relevant Chevre

Kadisha man, who brings back to Har Hazasim, a book of specific

locations of the Kevorim. After what seemed ages of stepping,

counting, avoiding trampling on other Kevorim, he settled at a place and

said… 'Here!....If your husband and I tilt this heavy (dislodged and

inverted but not entirely destroyed) Matzavoh, then you kindle the

(yarhzeit) light and use it to read the inscription over the other side'!

…….And so it was that she had found her Fathers' Kever .
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Last Year’s Answer : 42!
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