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Mazel Tov to the Mr & Mrs Avi Smith on the birth of a

daughter.

Kiddush This Shabbos
There will be an anonymous Kiddush after Davenning,

sponsored anonymously in honour of some anonymous

event for some reason or other.
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We will be Lehning Parshas Zachor at approximately 10.15am

and there will be a second Lehning at 2.00pm.

Purim Shiur
The Rov will be giving a Shiur before the second Mincha

Minyan on the subject of Purim

mipeia`l zepzn

Anyone who wishes to give through the Shulmipeia`l zepzn

can do so by delivering any donations to the Rov who will

arrange for the money to be distributed on Purim either to

needy local families or to families in Eretz Yisroel.

wicvd ikcxn zaiyi

Once again we will be holding a Yeshivas Mordechai

HaTzadik programme on Purim (for those in a fit state to

attend) which takes place before Mincha from 3.00-4.00pm.

Thanks!
The Rov and Rebbetzen would like to thank the organisers

and Kehilla for the beautiful Sheva Brochos last Motzei

Shabbos.

Winter Shiurim
Combining passion, intrigue and eloquence, Rabbi

Kanterovitz held us spellbound.  Intertwining begodim, The

Book of Ezra and Amalek with Megillas Esther, he took us on

a journey showing how Purim clearly links us to the Beis

Hamikdosh and highlights Klal Yisroel's role as a am kodesh.

Well worth a listen to before Purim and available on the

website.  Our next guest shiur on 3rd March sees Rabbi Yoel

Gold on 'The letter daled and the number four'

Candle Lighting and Shabbos 5.18pm

King of Hearts Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

This week's Torah portion is devoted primarily to describing in

intricate detail the special vestments worn by the kohanim and kohen

godol when performing their service in the Bais Hamikdash, and the

manner in which these garments were to be crafted.

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 5.23pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am
y"w onf seq 9.53am

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 5.37pm (Shabbos 5.32 pm)
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Mincha & Maariv All Week 5.30pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)

Motzei Shabbos 6.25pm

Mincha Followed by Seuda Shlishis 5.05pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shuir 4.35pm

Mincha 1st Minyan 1.30pm

Monday  / Thursday 6.45am / 7.10am

Sunday mixet See Above

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am
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2nd Megilla 8.30pm

Shacharis 1st Minyan 7.00am

Megilla 1st Minyan 7.35am approx

Shacharis 2nd Minyan 8.30am

Megilla 2nd Minyan 9.05am approx

Mincha 4.00pm

Yeshivas Mordechai HaTzadik 3.00pm

Megilla 3rd Minyan 10.05am approx

Shacharis 3rd Minyan 9.30am

Maariv 8.00pm

1st Megilla 6.45pm

PURIM

urim v'tumim, the slip of parchment upon which Hashem's name was

inscribed. This name gave the choshen its sublime power through

which the individual letters of the tribal names would light up

(signified by the word "urim" meaning light).

When the illuminated letters were properly aligned, they provided

the answers to questions of national import posed by the kohen

gadol to Hashem. Various letters of the breastplate would become

luminescent, allowing the high priest to unite them into words, in

Of these, the most magnificent was the choshen, the

breastplate worn by the kohain godol. On its surface

were attached 12 precious stones with the name of a

tribe engraved on each one. Within the choshen lay the
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order to read Hashem's response (signified by the word "tumim,"

completeness or wholeness).

This miraculous Divine form of communication remained with the

Jewish people until King Yehoash hid the urim v'tumim at the time of

the First Temple's destruction, to ensure that it would not fall into

enemy hands.

Our sages point out that Aharon Hakohen merited to wear this

wondrous vestment as reward for a particularly noble deed. When

Moshe was chosen as the redeemer of the Jewish people, he was

worried that his older brother, Aharon, would feel a tinge of jealousy

at his being passed over for this exalted role. Hashem testified to him

(Shmos 4:15) that, on the contrary, Aharon rejoiced in his heart at his

brother's appointment to greatness.

It was due to this noble and selfless joy at his brother's lofty position,

says the Midrash, that Aharon merited to become the bearer of the

choshen.

We cannot fail to marvel at Aharon who exhibited such amazing

selflessness towards his younger brother. But why was he rewarded

specifically with being able to wear the choshen? Couldn't Hashem

have alternatively showered him with wealth or longevity as a

reward?

The manner in which Hashem communicated his message to His

people through the choshen provides us with a fascinating clue as to

why this particular reward was most appropriate.

Whenever Hashem responded to a question from the kohain godol,

the answer was conveyed through the choshen's illuminated letters.

But the response had to be deciphered by aligning the glowing

letters in a particular sequence, so that the words they formed

would correctly determine Hashem's precise answer. It required a

great measure of temimus, pure faith and wholeness of heart, to

correctly interpret the Divine communication.

On various occasions we read in the Talmud that the message of the

choshen was misread and misinterpreted, often with dire

consequences. To correctly decipher the code required a rare

degree of pure-heartedness and objectivity. By expunging every

trace of ego and demonstrating that he was capable of rejoicing in

his brother's good fortune, Aharon attained this degree of

selflessness.

Aharon's quintessence reflected his loving embrace of his fellow

Jews. Because he saw each Jew as a beloved brother, he excelled in

uniting others, in fostering peace and harmony between people.

Untainted by envy or self-aggrandizement, he knew how to draw

forth the best in others and how to build on these strengths.

Aharon perceived no evil in anyone for he truly saw the inner light that

ennobled every Jew. He was thus capable of using the illuminated

letters of the urim v'tumim, and interpreting them as Hashem desired.

In our own lives we, too, can strive to attain a degree of Aharon's

noble trait of being able to rejoice in another's good fortune and to

discern their special virtues. By emphasizing the inherent goodness

of our family members, our neighbors and co-workers, we too will

merit the skill of interpreting life's message appropriately and

communicating directly with our Divine source.

Parashas Zochor: Doomsday Amalek
Rabbi Osher Chaim Levene (Torah.org)

The Mitzvah

There is the commandment to wipe out the nation of Amalek,

destroying them without mercy, so that no memory of them

ultimately exists. They have to be permanently erased out of all

existence in this world (See Devarim 25:17-19).

Of all the hostile enemies that the Jewish nation has confronted, the

one singled out as their deadliest foes, their nemesis, is Amalek.

Amalek, grandson of Eisav, arrogantly attacked the nascent Jewish

nation in the wilderness. They met them in Refeidim on route to their

accepting of the Torah at Sinai. Yehoshua was commanded to fight

them as Moshe's arms were stretched up towards the heavens.

Years later, Shaul failed his kingship by not destroying Amalek,

permitting their king Agag to live long enough to bear an heir. Haman,

the resulting descendant, secured the king's insignia to approve an

edict for the genocide of the Jewish people in the Purim story.

The continual presence of Amalek, their very existence, is so severe

that the name and throne of G-d Himself is not considered complete

until they are obliterated. The memory of them has to be rubbed

out.

Why the need for this mitzvah for this nation to be mercilessly

targeted for "utter destruction"? And why was it imperative that no

remnant of their existence be perpetuated?

The answer relates to how Amalek (and their national ideology) are

the incarnation of evil. As the symbolism of sin, they stand

diametrically against everything that G-d desires in the universe. From

the outset, their evil is so concentrated and contaminated that it has

to disappear. The Amalekite Haman, for example, is alluded to in

connection with the primeval sin, the introduction of sin to the world

as marked in man's eating from the Tree of Knowledge in defiance to

G-d's instructions. Amalek is similarly synonymous with

Amalek's battle is a "war against G-d". Their suicidal attack against G-

d's Chosen Nation was to challenge everything related to holiness

and sanctity. (The word karcha, "chanced" you on the way, relates to

word keri, denoting spiritual impurity). In their dispute with G-d, their

hostility boiled over onto the Children of Israel, the selected

standard- bearer of G-dliness in the world. Accordingly, it was up to

Israel to go out into battle in their "war for G-d".

Can one fail to notice how, in the absence of Israel wiping out

Amalek, Amalek later responds similarly with the plan to wipe out

Israel? That was, after all, Haman's aim. He conspired to "destroy,

uproot and wipe out" the Jewish people on one day. DOOMSDAY

ISRAEL was scheduled for 13th Adar.

Of course, this boomeranged as Haman and his sons were hanged

and the Jewish nation survived.

The Avnei Nezer beautifully explains why Amalek is per force

doomed for destruction.

The mission of Amalek was to destroy Israel. It was this insistence to

be present in a universe devoid of Israel that, ironically enough, led

to their wishes being granted.

Creation was formed exclusively for Israel the possessors of Torah, as

symbolized in the word reishis, "first" as alluded to in the Torah's initial

word Bereishis. Take Israel or Torah out of the equation, however,

and the world loses its ability to function. Very plainly, it then ceases

to exist.

Judging them how they would like to be found, the national dream

of Amalek to be in a world without Israel will be fulfilled. But not as

they imagined it! Rather, they were effectively writing themselves out

of existence.

Their defeat brings with it the joyous affirmation and celebrating the

eternal nature of the Children of Israel. Furthermore, it facilitates the

Jewish nation to undergo a reinvigorated devotion to Torah and with

the implicit mission of proclaiming G-d in the world.

This mitzvah will only be completed in the future. Amalek – like all evil

in the world – have to be expunged from existence. They are

doomed! Their continuing presence contradicts the goodness of

creation and for the glory of G-d to be manifest in the universe. Thus,

their destruction is certain.

DOOMSDAY AMALEK will result in the Jewish people's redemption.

May that day arrive imminently!


